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There's hope for Jhelyn, 
other cerebral palsy patients 
Today is the last day of the first Cerebral Palsy 
Awareness and Protection Week—Ed. — * 
By Blanche S. Rivera 

FOR FOUR years Cherry Florentino took her 
daughter Jhelyn for therapy at the Philippine. 
Cerebral Palsy Inc. (PCPI) center in Makati City. 


But mother and daughter had to stop the 
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Erap on Revilla: 
Oh no, why him? 


TATTERED GLORY 
Is this any way to treat the symbol of national 
pride and dignity? A disintegrating image of 
the “strong republic" flaps in the wind at the 
foot ofthe C5 flyover. Behold it and weep. 


Garcia, sis 
under fire 
over P5M 
in advances 


By Cynthia D. Balana 


WINSTON Garcia, president and 
general manager of the Govern- 
ment Service and Insurance Sys- 
tem (GSIS), and his sister who 
served as his assistant incurred 
P5.25 million in unliquidated 
cash advances in 10 months 
alone in 2001, according to a 
member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Rep. Rolex Suplico (LDP Iloilo) 
yesterday sought a congressional 
investigation not only of Garcia's 
unliquidated advances but also of 
the fat salaries of GSIS execu- 
tives. 

"Garda was receiving 
P356,979 a month while his sis- 
ter, Carolyn Garcia-Empemano, 
whom he employed as his senior 
assistant, was getting P98,767 a 


month ‘in basic lay plus 
P31,101.64 in allowances,” Su- 
plico said. 


“This brother and sister act 
made GSIS their private enclave. 
Like her brother, Carolyn enjoys 
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Lawyers up 
in arms over 
high court fees 


ByPhilip C. Tubeza 
and Luige del Puerto 


WARNING that litigants may be 
forced to take the law into their 
own hands, the Integrated Bar of 
the Philippines yesterday asked 
the Supreme Court to nullify the 
law that led to the excessive hike 
in court fees, some of which went 
upby as much as 4,900 percent. 

In a petition for certiorari and 
prohibition, the IBP asked the 
high court to declare as unconsti- 
tutional Republic Act No. 9227, 
the law giving judges and justices 
special allowances which are to 
be sourced from the increased 
court fees. 

It asked the SC to immediately 
issue a temporary restraining or- 
der to stop all of the increases in 
court docket fees and set the case 
for oral arguments. 
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„WHILE members of the Western Police District wage a losing battle to keep dry. 


-ommitment, activists march under the pouring rain along España in Manila and vow to continue their struggle... sucatas 


ter, justice still eludes victims 


THIRTY-TWO years may have 
passed since martial law was im- 
posed, but it continues to haunt 
the country 

Protesters yesterday held rallies 
in Manila and other cities nation- 
wide, demanding justice for mar- 
tial law victims, decrying vestiges 
of Ferdinand Marcos’ dictatorship 
that allegedly remained, and "con- 
tinuing the unfinished struggle." 

Hundreds of activists belong- 
ing to militant groups Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan, Kilusang 
Mayo Uno, Anakpawis and Selda 
marched to the Chino Roces 
Bridge on the road leading to 
Malacafiang, slamming President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's failure to 
compensate the victims. They al- 
so accused her of using strong- 
arm tactics in tackling economic 
problems, and to quell protests 
and separatist insurgencies. 

Riot police and barbed wire 
metthe demonstrators. 
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But Palace 
defends PEA 
appointment 


By Armand N. Nocum. 
lorman Bordadora 
and Juliet Labog Javellana 


ASYONG Salonga on Nar- 
dong Putik’s being named 
the new reclamation czar: 
“Susmaryosep!” 

“Wala na bang makuhang 
iba (Was there no one else 
they could tap for the job)?” 
asked ousted President 
Joseph Estrada, who played 
Asyong Salonga, a Tondo 
toughie, inamovie. — " 

Estrada was reacting to Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Amoyos ap- 
pointment of former Sen. Ramon 
Revilla Sr. as chair of the board of 
directors of the Public Estates Au- 
thority (PEA), the agency mired 
in several scandals, including the 
PEA-Amari controversy and the 
overpriced President Diosdado 
Macapagal Boulevard. 

Revilla himself is a former 
movie actor known for his role as 
Nardong Putik, an agimat 
{amulet)-wielding hoodlum from 
Cavite 

‘Told thar Revilla may have the 
qualifications for the PEA post 
due to his long years as head of 
the Senate public works commit. 
tee, Estrada, speaking by phone 
from his rest house in Tanay, 
Rizal, where he is detained while 
standing trial on plunder charges. 
said even that could not provide 
good training fora PEA chair. 

“Saan ba magaling yun (What is 
he good at?" the former President 
said of Revilla, who had supported 
him during the Senate impeach- 
ment tral, but whose son Ramon 
“Bong” Revilla Jr, now a senator, 
supported then Vice President 
Macapagal-Arroyo during Edsa Il 
which led to Estrada's ouster 

‘The elder Revilla later threw 
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Ex-general widens lead over Megawati in Indon polls 


JAKARTA— Indonesian President 
Megawati Sukarnoputri will not 
concede or make a public com- 
ment until all ballots in the coun 
trys first-ever direct presidential 
elections are counted, a senior 
aide said yesterday. 

Megawati met with top offi- 
cials of her Indonesia Democratic 
Party-Struggle to discuss the tally 
which shows her well behind her 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


COMMANDMENT No. 6, Sec 
A: Thou shalt not marry an 
employee of a rival firm. 

‘The Supreme Court has up- 
held a pharmaceutical compa- 
ny's policy prohibiting its em- 
ployees from marrying em- 
ployces ofa rival firm, saying 
that itis a valid exercise of 
management prerogative to 
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High court ‘rules’ vs love 


DAPAT PATI 
LIVE-IN BAWAL! 


retired army general Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono, by 20 per- 
centage points with 60 percent of 
the vote counted. 

Announcement of the official 
result by the election commission 
is not expecred until Oct 5. "Be- 
fore that, we will not issue a 
stance,” said Pramono Anung, 
party deputy secretary general 

This position marks a return to 


Megawati’s media-shy past after 
a brief flurry of public appear- 
ances ahead ofthe vote. Analysts 
say her aloofness during three 
years in power played a role in 

her downfall 
In contrast, Yudhoyono, once 
her chief security minister, has 
yet to declare victory, but has al- 
ready held several news confer- 
EX GENERAU A 


* This is the firsttime Indonesians directly elected thelr leader. 
Before, the president was chosen by members of parliament. 
122 milion voted, for an 80% turnout. 

Official election results will be known on Oct. 5. 


Monday's election was a run-off vote after Yudhoyono falled to get 


a majority over Megawati in the first round of elections held in July. 


POWs 


Iraqi militants behead American 


BAGHDAD—American contrac- 
tor Eugene Armstrong, in an or- 
ange jumpsuit, sits blindfolded 
‘on the floor. Standing behind him 
are black-clad and hooded gun- 
men. As one of them reads a 
statement damning the United 
States and demanding the release 
of iraqi women prisoners, Arm- 
strong rocks back and forth. Then 
one of his captors grabs him and, 
as he screams, chops off his head 
with a knife 


This video footage was re- 
leased by militants who said they 
would kill another American and 
a Briton yesterday unless their 
demands were met. The group is 
led by Washington's acknowl- 
‘edged "top foe" in Iraq. 

A senior defense official in 
Washington said Armstrong's 
body was found by Iraqi police 
near a mosque in the city. “The 
body is now in US custody" the 


Armstrong was seized in Bagh- 
dad on Thursday along with fel- 
low American Jack Hensley and 
Briton Kenneth Bigley 
United States — President 
George W. Bush, in comments 
nade before the release of the 
Video on an Islamist website on 
Monday, said the United States 
would “stay on the offensive.” 
“They will behead people in or- 
derto shake our will, Bush told a 
campaign rally “[They] are ideo- 


"Rx 


logues of hatred. You cannot ne- 
gotiate with [them]." 

Negotiations to save the two 
remaining hostages are made 
even more unlikely by the very 
nature of the demands by the 
Tawhid and Jihad group led by al- 
Qaida ally Abu Musab alZar- 
qawi. 

In the video of Armstrong's 
Killing, the group said it would 
behead Hensley and Bigley with- 
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GOCC debts reach P1.1 trillion. 


Bj Cynthia D. Balara 


FINANCE officials yesterday placed at 
1.093 trillion the partial contingent 
débts of the national government, 
miost of which were incurred by 26 of 
the 76 government-owned and -con- 
trolled corporations (GOCCs). 

The total guranteed and relent loans of the 
‘National Power Corporation (Napocor) alone 
stood at $8.33 billion (roughly P466.5 bil- 
lion) as of Dec. 31 last year. 

Contingent liabilities refer to the legal obli- 
gation of the government to make payments 
n projects it had supplied with credit guar- 
antee should the contractor default or certain 
events, such as currency fluctuation, occur 

To lure private investors to build infrastruc- 
ture projects, for example, government has 
made ita point to assume potential risks. 

‘Ina letter to Rep. Rolando Andaya Jr. (Lb Ca- 
marines Sur), chair of the House appropriations 
committee, Finance Secretary Juanita Amatong 
clarified that the department's 8-page listing of 
government contingent liabilities contained 
“preliminary figures” as of December 2003. 

Amatong was forced to submit even a partial 
list of contingent liabilities after the committee 
threatened to suspend the budget hearing in- 
definitely until the finance department submit- 
ted a list of the actual contingent debt stock. 

Amatong's letter, which was distributed during 
the budget hearing, showed that nearly half of the 
government guaranteed liabilities were almost 
certain to become actual national government 
debe. Amatong was also present inthe hearing. 


Could be higher 

She said the figures could still go higher if 
guarantee covers on independent power pro- 
ducers (IPPs) and potential government expo- 
sure on state pension funds would be included. 

Andaya, however, insisted that the floor 
price of contingent debt stock could reach up 
to P2.3 trillion at the very least considering 
that the list was incomplete. 

‘According to him, pegging the real value of 
the contingent debt was like "looking for a 
needle in a haystack.” 

“There was no main database on the actual 
total figures because the records were seat- 
tered in the different departments and agen- 
cies ofthe government involved, he said. 

“What we have here are several ticking debt 
bombs. But we don't know how they are and 
the schedule of their explosion,” Andaya said. 

“How can we brace for the fiscal shock caused 
by contingent debt when we can't forecast when 
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the Big Bang would happen?” he asked. 

Andaya admitted that his committee was 
clueless as to how much the actual contingent 
debt stock was. 

n Amatong’s report to the committee, loans 
of GOCCs and government financial institutions 
(GFls) that were guaranteed by the government 
hit P7238 billion while those extended to 
"guarantee institutions” reached P51.5 billion. 

‘On the other hand, build-operate-transfer 
projects by the private sector added P318.7 
billion to the contingent debe stock. 


‘Big ticket’ items 

Andaya, however insisted that the count did not 
include “big ticker items” such as TPP obligations, 
other BOT projects, and actuarial deficit ofthe Gov 
erment Service and Insurance Sytem and the So- 
cial Security Sytem, which the goremment would 
have to pickup should ther funds dry up. 

IPP obligations alone were expected to hit 
{$10.91 billion or P610.9 billion at the end of 
the year, ona P56 to the dollar exchange rate. 

On a per-sector basis, power accounted for 
$9.25 billion followed by transportation with. 
$1,027 billion, water with $415.8 million, 
government financial institutions, $2.919 bil- 
lion with social security with $192.4 million, 
housing with $388.2 million and food and 
agriculture with 4456.7 million. 

In addition, 49 monitored GOCCs have an ag- 
gregate “domestic and foreign abilities" of P212 
trilion as gleaned from the balance sheets. 

“There is no 100-percent reliable crystal 
ball as of the moment that would tell us this 
early which will end up as government obli- 
gations,” Andaya said. 

Tn forecasting contingent debt that may be 
assumed by the government, Andaya sai 
‘what the committee had was just a "suspects 
list chat was derived from BOT projects with 
government guarantees, 

Most of these were power projects with 2 
combined cost of P975 billion, most of which 
‘were under operation and concession. 

Andaya lamented the lack of cohesive pro- 
gramming in the allocation of government 
guarantee cover for such big contingent debt. 

He said the information was diffused, there was 
no provision for potential guarantee cale, there 
‘was no eariy warning system for problematic guar- 
antees and most of al, the government seemed al- 
‘ways to be atthe losing end while private interests 
and profit were protected and ensured. 

Andaya cited the case of the Metro Railway 
‘Transit project which saw the fixed annual rental 
shooting up from $72.5 milion to $123.7 milion 
‘even before the first rain could even make its 
‘run due to faulty projection on ridership. 
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President Macapagal Arroyo is fanked by Vice President Noli de Castro and two former presidents—Fidel Ramos and Corazon 
 Aquino—during yesterday's meeting of the National Security Council at the Malacanang Heroes’ Hal, 


Speaker’s House safe from ‘pork revolt’ 


By Carlito Pablo 


THE HOUSE under Speaker Jose de 
Venecia Jr. is stable. 

Rep. Ignacio Arroyo (Kampi, Ne- 
gros Occidental) said so a day after 
congressmen were assured in a caucus 
Monday that they would retain the 
power to identify their pet projects un- 
der a modified pork barrel system. 

“The so-called pork revolt, as some 
people called it and in which Kampi 
had no hand, has subsided,” Arroyo 

tever grumbling there was 


an allpany caucus that the House was 
adopting line item budgeting, effectively 
phasing out the graftridden lump-sum 


system of identifying pork barre projec. 

Line item budgeting involves iden- 
tifying each project and its cost in ev- 
ery legislative district, “line by line." 

"That is acceptable to Kampi. The 
line item budget system will mean 
‘more transparency in legislative pro- 
jects,” Arroyo said. 

Days earlier, a number of congress- 
men had taken to the House floor de- 
manding to know what would happen 
to their Priority Development Assis- 
tance Fund (PDAF), the euphemism 
for the pork barrel under which they 
were alloted P70 million each per 
year to dispense as they saw fit. 

‘At one point, Rep. Jacinto Paras 
(LDR Negros Oriental) had threat- 


all House positions vacant. 

The House leadership then issued a 
statement saying the pork barrel would be 
abolished as part of austerity measures. 

But De Venecia later clarified that the 
pork barrel would remain—only the 
system of doling it out from lump-sum 
to line item budgeting would change. 

In a statement, Rep. Robert Ja- 
worski Jr. (Lakas, Pasig City) said he 
hoped the “coup noises against the 
leadership of De Venecia will cease.” 

“The support shown by the 186 con- 
gressmen in the multi-party caucus 
should serve as a signal that the work 
of legislation in the House will now 
proceed smoothly" Jaworski said. 

“We've nowhere to go if we continue 
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ened to introduce a motion declaring 


squabbling with each other,” he said. 


Solon says ‘pain package’ 


is best way to 


By Gil C. Cabacungan 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo's P166 billion 
“pain package" of high taxes, power rates, fu- 
el prices and sharp cutbacks in congressional 
pork barrel over the next three years is the 
fastest and best way to stop the budget deficit 
and government debt from ballooning to 
more than double by 2010, according to a leg- 
islator and economic adviser of the President. 

‘Albay Rep. Joey Sarte Salceda said the pain 
package “would deliver the credibility shock 
needed to convince foreign creditors to refi- 
nance the countrys maturing obligations 
($4.6 billion by 2005) and secure credit up- 
grades within the next 12 to 18 months.” 

Salceda said that without the pain package, 
"the contractionary risks become worse as it 
could trigger a full-blown financial and eco- 
nomic crisis.” 

He wared that if creditors pull the plug on. 
the Philippines debt or at best jack up the in- 
terest—the Philippines is charged a debt pre- 
mium of 497 basis points against Thailand's 
97, Malaysia's 103 and Indonesia's 330—the 
budget deficit could explode to P500 billion. 
and government debt to P7 trillion by 2010 
from the current P197.5 billion and P3.3 tril- 
lion, respectively. 


‘Pain package’ 

"The three-year pain package consists of 
new taxes (the sin taxes, petroleum tax and 
expanded value-added tax), power rate ad- 
jastment, the privatization of the National 
Power Corp. cuts in congressional pork bar- 
rel, freeze in internal revenue allotment, and 
cutbacks in the President's social fund and 
government employee compensation. 

Critics have claimed that these measures 
would have the effect of constricting econom- 
icgrowth. 

But Salceda countered that the enormous. 
debt payments—P302 billion in interest and 
385 billion in principal—are what pose the 
real contracionary risk ro the country and not 
the pain package. 

“Debt and deficit have a destabilizing threat 
more severe than that posed by the communist. 
insurgents or Muslim separatists,” he added. 

Salceda said that while the reform package 
would infir pain im the short term, this 
Would be mitigated by increased private sec- 
tor investments and possible credit rating up- 
grades that would free up massive resources 
fiy public investments = 
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cut deficit 


Credit rating upgrades or downgrades by 
international rating agencies determine the 
cost of government's borrowing and the per- 
ceived risks of investing in the country by di- 
rect investors. 

Salceda said that a credit upgrade within 
the next 12 to 18 months would generate fi- 
nancial savings of P102 billion or more than 
half of he cost of the pain package. 

"The payback period is less than two 
years," he said, noting that the savings could " 
be used to boost spending for infrastructure. 
and social services 

This would in turn boost foreign direct in- 
vestments as creditors would see less risk be 
cause of the country s improved ratings 

"One of the salutary effects of the fiscal 
consolidation is that it would provoke the 
structural transition from a consumprion-led 
to an investmentled economic expansion," 
Salceda said. 


Need to implement 

‘The need to implement the pain package 
has become critical in the face of warnings By 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) and 
Fitch Ratings of a posible credit rating down- 
grade for the Philippines if the government 
fails to convince the international community 
thar itis serious about firing its financial woes, 

The President warned that the Philippines 
risked a "painful economic death” within two 
years unless taxes are raised to avert a feared 
debt default 

She urged the counzy to "suffer the pain 
now and experiance the gains two years hence 
(rater) than postpone the pain and die a 
painful economic death two years from now.” 

Popular opposition is posing a key stum- 
bling block to Ms Arroyo's bid to balance the 
national budget through increased taxes. 

^ Pulse survey Pulse Asia last week found 
that 78 percent of Filipinos "see mo need to ; 
impose new taxes as long as the government + 
strengthens its tax collection efforts." 2 

"he eight-month budget deficit rose to ` 
P111.1 billion in August, compared to the 
full-year ceiling of P198 billion, or 4.2 percent 
ofthe gross domestic product, the finance de- 
partment said yesterday. (See related story 
on page BI.) $ 

On Monday Fitch Ratings wamed the 
Philippines of a potential sovereign credi . 
downgrade if no tax measures were passed by > 
year's end. Philippine government. securities * 
Ae now two notch below mugiment gt yle 
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Its.taste is today's good news 
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Was it the chauffeur 
or the papaitan? 


We've never figured it out really, what worked better 
in the end, but we're thankful anyway. 


Mrs. Gwen Roces had always been accompanied by her 
husband to the bank. Hed open the door for her, see 
her through, explain what the forms were for, tell her 
where to sign. And she'd always be listening cheerfully, 
her pen flashing in compliance. She was glad, we guessed, 
to have someone sorting out all the forms and procedures 
for her 


But the day came when Mr. Roces, quite regrettably, 
passedaway And ouraccount with his wife appeared 
doomed to follow in his footsteps as well. 


Until we remembered that she had neve her years 
with us, come to the bank by herself. It was always an 
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adventure she embarked upon with her husband. And 
something we couldnt expect her to do alone. 


So we arranged for a driver to pick her up at her house 
and bring her over. Smiling awkwardly. she stepped 
into the car. And just as awkwardly, we stepped into 
the role long reserved for her husband. 


Smile by smile, we navigated the course of her 
transactions with her. And told her that if she wanted, 
we could keep on doing the same thing for her every 
time stie needed to visit the bank. Her smile was all 


the yes we need 


We took her to lunch, too, that day. Tea place that, 
to our knowledge, served the best papaitan in Manila 


Bank 


International Exchonce Bank 
TAKING RELATIONSHIPS TO HEART 


{we had learned earlier that it was, strangely enough, 
her favorite dish). She talked about how she was coping 
With the loss of her husband, about how the house seemed 
100 big now about how helpful people had been to her. 
‘And how the papaitan fell somehow short of its billing. 


We had the driver bring her back home and we heard 
nothing from Mrs. Roces for the next two weeks. 
‘And then she called, asking to be picked up. She had 
some deposits to make, she said. And a newly cooked 
pot full of what was truly, as we discovered, the best 
papaitan in Manila. 


(If this doesntt sound like the kind of relationship you. 
have with your bank, you may want to give us a try) 
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The End to Your Acne Problems 


Facial Care Centre Introduces 


LightCure 


cne Therapy 


Finally. the real solution to your acne problem is here. 


LightCure Acne Therapy is the latest technology for the 
treatment of all types of pimples. It produces results 
up to 3 times faster than any other anti-acne 
treatment -- without the pills, pain or pricking and 
‘most of all, without any disruption to your lifestyle. 
LightCure emits the exact wavelengths of light at the most 
'eflective intensity for maximum photo-destruction of acne 
‘bacteria and reduction of skin inflammation. FDA-approved, 
it is scientifically proven effective in targeting the exact 
layers of the sebaceous glands where most acne bacteria 
reside, without harming surrounding tissues. An additional 
‘benefit, LightCure can treat pimples on any part of your 
body and has long-lasting preventive effect. 


o, if you want rapid visible results with minimum effort 
enroll for LightCure Acne Therapy now. 


LightCure Acne Therapy -- for clearer, pimple-free, 
‘smoother skin that looks youthful and beautiful. Call 
the Facial Care Centre professionals now for your free 
consultation. 


Where Beautiful Skin Happens 
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‘NO POLITICAL DEBT’ 


El Shaddai man takes over LRTA 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


LONGTIME spokesperson of El Shad- 
dai Melquiades Robles will take over 
as administrator of the Light Rail 
"Transit Authority today amid accusa- 
tions that his appointment was Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's settlement 
ofa political debt. 
* Robles, 40, denounced his critics. 
"This is an affront to the intelligence 
of the President. After the elections, 
she doesn't owe anybody anything. 
‘There is no political payback,” he said, 
even as he acknowledged that El 
Shaddai, with its membership of mil- 
lions, supported Ms Arroyo in the last. 
election. 

A music teacher, Robles will take 
over from former solon Pacifico Fajardo 


who headed the LRT for only six 
‘months. 

"I was a music teacher. I was choir. 
director of El Shaddai before I was 
made its spokesperson. I believe I 
am qualified because otherwise, I 
don’t think the President would have 
appointed me," he said. "Iam the on- 
Iy LRTA administrator with board ex- 
perience. Most other heads appoint- 
ed in the past came in from the 
cold.” 

Robles graduated a music major 
from Santa Isabel College in 1989. He 
took a professional manager' program 
at the Ateneo de Manila University in. 
1992. He was also a director of Inter- 
continental Broadcasting Corp. from 
1998 to 2003. 

His appointment as LATA administra- 


tor was released as early as Aug. 17 but 
his predecessor. 

"There was a miscue but it is now set- 
Hed" said Robles, who had been a 
member of the railway board since last. 


year. 

When he was private sector repre- 
sentative to the LRTA board, Robles fig- 
ured in a bidding controversy and re- 
portedly locked heads with Fajardo's 
group. He, however, denied having any 
Partin the P264-million contract for the 
‘maintenance of LRT 1. 

Ms Arroyo wanted to appoint him 
at the helm of the LRTA as early as 
February this year, he revealed, but 
accepting the position before the elec- 
tions would have been given political 
color. 
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Robles said that like all political ap- 
pointees, he would serve at the plea- 
sure of the president. 

"She can relieve me of my post to- 
‘morrow, next week, or next month and. 
its OK because I serve at her pleasure. 
But while I am in this post, I will try to 


improve the institution,” he said with-, 


our elaborating. 

In his short stint as LRTA chief, Fajar- 
do was able to open phase two of LRT 2. 
But like those before him, Fajardo left 
LRTA with a huge debt because of bil- 
lions in subsidies it had to pour in be- 
cause of unprofitable railway opera- 
tions. 

Last year, the LRTA posted a rev- 
enue of more than PS billion but its 
debt remained at more than P30 bil- 
lion. 
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Reenacted budget 


for 2005 | 


Christine O. Avendaño 
and Cynthia D. Balana 


WITH hearings on the proposed 2005 nation- 
al budget indefinitely suspended, some sena- 
tors now doubt it would ever be passed this 
year, raising fears that the government would 
again have to operate on a reenacted budget 
for the second straight year. 

‘The senators blamed the delay on the slow 
pace ofthe budget deliberations at the House 
as well as the lower chamber's move to adopt 
line item budgeting to tackle the proposed 
budget. 

The House appropriations committee on 
Monday declared an indefinite suspension of 
budget hearings. 

Sen. Joker Arroyo said the House, which 
has the first look at the proposed budget, was 
already behind schedule on its deliberations 
on the proposed P907.6-billion budget for 
2005. 

“And at the rate of how things are going, 
you can more or less see,” Arroyo told re- 
Porters, warning that current controversies, 
generated by the fiscal problems may 
the budget deliberations. 77577 777 

‘Arroyo admitted that the government 
would have to contend with a reenacted bud- 
get if Congress fails to pass the 2005 budget 
bytheend ofthe year. 

Both Sen. Panfilo Lacson and Sen. Manuel 


ooms 


Villar Jr believe the adoption of ine item bud- 
geting would further delay the enactment of 
the proposed budget. 

Like Arroyo, both Lacson and Villar said 
there was a danger the government would 
have to operate on a reenacted budget again 
if Congress resorts to line item budgeting. 

Tast year, Congress had to reenact the 2003 
budget after it failed to pass the proposed 
2004 national budget on time. 

Lacson said that line item budgeting would 
bea "tedious" task since lawmakers will have 
to identify all the projects they want funded 
by their pork barrel. 

“Assuming each of us will identify 100 pro- 
jects, that's 100 items per senator,” he told re- 
porters. 

He said this would mean that Congress 
‘would not be able to finish deliberations on 
time. 

“And that's a problem because the Constitu- 
tion does not provide for reenactment ofa re- 
enacted budget," Lacson said. 

Villar told reporters that line item budget- 
ing would take up much time. 

"I ave no problem in a line budgeting sys- 
tem, Tim just worried about thetime Gt would. 
take)," he said. 

He, however, fears this might cause delay 
in the passage of the proposed budget and 
might end up with Congress passing a reen- 
acted budget again. 
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PDI reporter 
accuses PSG 
of harassment 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


AN Inquieta reporter has lodged a formal com- 
plaint with the Presidential Security Group over 
an incident on Sunday where he was refused 
entry to Malacafiang and held for one hour as 
Partof a "random security check” 

GILC. Cabacungan Jr, one of the Inqumers 
two reporters covering the Palace, said: "I. 
have a valid car pass, a Malacafiang Press 
Corps ID and a legitimate reason to be in the 
press work area at Kalayaan Hall. 

"Unfortunately the PSG guards went on their. 
usual power trip and wanted to show who the. 
boss was,” Cabacungan said in his complaint 
letter to PSG chief Col. Delfin Bangit. 

Bangit, however, stood by his men, saying 
he did not find anything wrong with their àc- 
tions and Cabacungan had been merely "sub- 
jected to a random security check." 

“I will not tolerate any misdeeds by my 
men but I could not find any fault (with 
them), Bangit said in a phone interview with 
the Inguma. 

‘Cabacungan seid he went through the se- 
curity check at the first sentry gate on J. R 
Laurel Street where he rolled down his win- 
dow and showed his pass to the guard who 
peered into his car. 

“As he told me to go, I asked him why he 
picked me for a security check when he had 
‘waved on the two or three cars ahead of me. 
He said something inaudible and I drove off,” 
Cabacungan said. 

He said he was allowed through the second 
checkpoint near St. Jude Church but was 
stopped at Gate 6, which leads to Kalayaan 
Hall where the press has its work area. 

“The two guards told me to go back to the 
first checkpoint to see the guard who had or- 
dered me to stop. I refused because I had all 
the valid cards to enter Malacafiang,” he said. 

“After 10 minutes, another guard in a barong 
arrived and engaged me in a heated argument," 
‘Cabacungan said. He said the PSG man walked 
away when he asked for his name. 

At about 1:30 p.m., he said a Captain Dari- 
Jag came to talk to him at Gate 6, telling him 
he was being stopped because he "ran away" 
from the checkpoint. 

"told Darilag 1 had no reason to run away 
and that would never risk getting shot at, es- 
pecially by PSG guards,” Cabacungan said, 

. He sald Darilag told him to lower his voice. 
Šut hesaid he was not shouting. 

“Tt was Darilag, not me, who was getting an- 
gry and this he admitted, Yes, m getting angry’ 
at you now" he quoted the PSG officer. 

“He then said was free to go, almost an hour. 
after being stopped at Gate 6,” Cabacungan said. 


Cleared, Yap defends P432-M fertilizer deal 


AGRICULTURE Secretary Arthur Yap yesterday 
defended the P432-million fertilizer deal by the 
Department of Agriculture last year and ex- 
pressed confidence that the other agriculture 
officials accused of graft in connection with the 
transaction would also be exonerated. 

"Two days after he was cleared, Yap also ex- 
pressed the hope that the Ombudsman would 
‘act expeditiously on the complaint filed by 
former agriculture employee Marlene Esperat 
last year, 

The charges stemmed from the alleged 
overprice of P432 million worth of fertilizers 
bought by the department last year. Named 


Ex-finance 
usec not yet 
off the hook 


By Armand N. Nocum 


HE'S NOT off the hook. 

Although Finance Undersecretary Inocen- 
cio Ferrer Jr. had been sacked as co-chair of 
Special Presidential Task Force 156, the Om- 
budsman would continue to investigate his al- 
leged irregularities. 

‘In an interview, Special Prosecutor Dennis 
Villa-Ignacio said Ferrer remained liable for 
his crime although he had been fired from 
government service. 

"We will request (a report of the) proceed- 
ings at the Senate blue ribbon committee. If 
evidence warrants it, he should be investiga 
ed by the Ombudsman,” said Villa-Ignacio, 
who heads the prosecution of the P5.3-billion 
tax credit scam involving the Chingkoe group 
of companies at the Sandiganbayan. 

Ferrer quit as finance undersecretary and co- 
chair of the SPTF amid accusations that the 
agency had bungled its own cases in exchange 
for some favors. Later, President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo herself said that Ferrer had been sacked. 

"The Ombudsman has recently made the cou- 
ple Felix and Rosita Chingkoe— who were earlier 
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implicated in the scam witnesses in the case. 

Feliz, cofounder and unseated head of the 
Chingkoe group of companies, is expected to give 
documentary and testimonial evidence on the al- 
leged conspiracy hatched by his brother Faustino 
and finance officials to defraud the government of 
billions in tax credit certificates (TCCS). 

A TCC is proof of a company’s claim for tax 
credits, granted either to exporting firms that are 
entitled to ry ree privileges or tax refunds. 


respondents in the case were Yap, Agriculture 
Undersecretary Edmund Sana, former Under- 
secretary Jocelyn Bolante, assistant secre- 
taries Ibarra Poliquit and Belinda Gonzalez, 
legal service head Eduardo Garcia, chief ac- 
countant Ophelia Agawin, Jesus Varela, Ben- 
Jamin Tabios and businessman Pepito Al- 
varez, majority owner of Philippine Phos- 
phate Fertilizer Corp. 

‘The Ombudsman had cleared Yap in the 
preliminary investigation on the fertilizer 
controversy and dropped his name from the 
list of respondents in the complaint. 

‘Yap, who was then National Food Authority ad- 


ministrator, had branded the charges as “an or- 
chesrated demolition job” to prevent his confir- 
mation as agriculture secretary coming asit did so 
soon after his appointment to the post. 

"Clearly, this is a case of political harass- 
ment," he said in a press statement. 

“We welcome the opportunity for the con- 
cerned DA officials led by former Undersecre- 
tary Jocelyn Bolante to clear their names. 1 
believe in their innocence as I know that the 
procurement was made with DA funds and 
the process employed was of open and public. 
bidding participated in by known fertilizer 
suppliers," Yap said. 


Solon wants uniform 
tax on all cigarettes 


By Carlito Pablo 


ATLEAST 88 billion cigarettes go up in smoke 
in the country each year. Corollary to this is 
the staggering P46 billion in health care costs 
due to tobacco-related diseases. 

Rep. Crispin Remulla (NB Cavite) yester- 
day cited these figures in defending his pro- 
posal to impose an additional P2 per pack tax 
on all cigarette brands. 

the midst of a tobacco epi- 
7 Remulla said on the sidelines of a 
House committee on ways and means he: 
ing on proposals to raise cigarette and 
liquor taxes. 

Remulla said a uniform tax would plug 
the loophole in the current four-tier tax 
system which allows manufacturers to in- 
troduce cheaper-priced brands into the 
market to avoid having to pay the higher 
taxes that are slapped on the more expen- 
sive brands. 

"They're taking advantage of the system," 
said Remulla of the practice that encour- 
ages smokers to switch to the cheaper 
brands. 

Remulla said a uniform tax increase would 
discourage smoking all around. 

“A uniform tax will level the playing field," 
hesaid. 

Under the current system, brands in packs 
‘of 20 with a retail price of PS are taxed P1.12 
a pack; brands priced berween P5-P6.S0 are 
taxed 5.60; those priced at P6-P8 are taxed 
P8.96, and brands priced P10 and above are. 
charged P13.44 per pack. 

Remulla said his P2 per pack additional tax 
proposal would translate to about P9 billion 
nore in taxes. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Ina separate interview, Rep. Florencio Noel 
(parıy-list An Waray) said he was crafting a 
related proposal pushing for a "single tax 
rate.” 

Noel said the single tax rate system was be- 
ing used in all Southeast Asian countries ex- 
ceptthe Philippines. 

“Collections are simpler because tax rates 
will be the same for all brands,” he said. 

Ina paper circulated during the committee 
hearing, Dr. Encarnita Blanco-Limpin of the 
Philippine College of Chest Physicians said 
20,000 Filipinos die each year of tobacco-re- 
lated diseases. 

“That's two or three 
hour" she said. 

Cigarette smoking has been proven to 
cause cancer, heart disease, and pregnancy 
and birth complications, among other all- 
ments. Even passive smokers, or those who 
inhale the smoke expelled by others, are vul- 
nerable to such diseases. 

"Smoking for more than 20 years will re- 
duce your life span by 20 to 25 years,” Limpin 
sai 

Remulla noted that while the government 
earned about P21 billion each year from the 
sale of tobacco and tobacco products, P46 bil- 
ion was lost in both private and public health 
care costs. 

He said the P46-billion figure was arrived 
atby the Department of Health. 

A leading cigarette company shared 
Remulla's view on the weakness of the cur- 
Tent tax system. 

"With the four-ier classification, when 
consumers switch to lower-priced brands, 
government actually collects less," said Philip. 
Morris Philippines in a statement. 
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why you should buy a REVO or RAVA > 


26, They're very cool to drive, 


1 

2. They" 27. Great for barkada trips > & 

a 26. Excellent for taking Aimes to cooking class < E 
4. Add 29. Can be driven In rough road 5 r 

5 30. High clearance -hvas baha 

8 31. Can be used to pull heavy things 

7. 32. For ipat-bahay 

D 33. Shopping 

D 34, Porma-tambay 


35. For drive through 
36. For stargazing 

37. Thoy'ra fue efficent 

18. Se you can go to tne office without smelling bad 38. Lasts a long time 

14. So you ean go to the office without getting wet — 39. They come in different colors 


41 Could be used to fetch kids 
42. Could be used to fetch Tta. 
43. Could ba used to fetch Tito. 


18. Even if you go home late, you don't have to wory 
17. No more haggling for taxi fare 
"18. Good fo lolo” 
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The Toyota REVO and RAV4. Reliable. Dependable. Versatile. 
There's practically a hundred ways of using these lifestyle vehicles. 


FINANCING DEALS: 
* Down payment for as low as 

- " P100,000 for all participating REVO 

and RAVA variants. 

Low monthly payments of P11,758 

for the RAV4 4x2 for 60 months at 

50% down payment. 

+ Low monthly payments of P14,401 
for the RAVA 4x4 for 60 months at 
50% down payment. d 

$ ET y * Low monthly payments of only 
REVO `. : : : : P7,014 for the REVO DLX Gas for 
VARIANT. me 60 months at 50% down payment. 
Vx20020GASAT 9 100,000 * Low monthly interest rates. 


5 "958,000 ^ 100,000 a 
6,000 100,000” 88,235 46,944 
847,000 100,000 63,815 43,902 
(807,000. 100,000 60,206 41420 
698,000 — 100,000 ^ 50,373 34,655 
“100,000 ^ 47216 32483 
d 7331800 27,625 18417 14281 10230 8313 7,014; 
4 DLXDSL 100,00 82331 36,002 28,566 20,573 16786 14,248 | Promo period is from September 16 to 30,2004. | 

I " 3 e i E Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 2067 Series of 2004. 


*Own one and do what you please for as low as P100,000 down payment. 
RAVA o as: NX. : 
Ik 1 {VARIANT ©... E E LSS E 
1 RAVA 4x4 (7.89% dp) AIT 1,268,000 38 55,805 40,205 32,804 27,836 b^ 
a | 36915 29237 20973 17,044 14401 |. 
82303 66,684 44978 32405 26440 22433. 


For areas covered by Toyota Financial Servicos 
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By Christian V. Esguerra 


‘THREE high ranking officers ofthe Philippine 
National Police on “floating” status for a long 
time because of their close association with 
opposition Sen. Panfilo Lacson, will finally get 
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OCTOBER TWO-WEEK INTENSIVE 
PROGRAM 2004 
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C English Conversation Fluency 

Intensive Pronunciation Course. 

English Conversation Practice 

English for Foreigners 

Intensive Grammar Review 

Writing for Business Purposes 

Oral Presentation Skills 

71 Vocabulary Enrichment Course 

71 Speed Reading & Comprehension 
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Alesia, Larry — Mayme in Antipolo Som “Slice of Lif’; Amorsolo, 
Fernando — Antipolo, Planing Rice, Resing in the Stade, Woman with Goid 
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a chance to return to active service. 

PNP chief Edgar Aglipay yesterday said 
that, in the spirit of reconciliation, he would 
soon give key assignments to Directors Lucas 
Managuelod, Victor Batac and Reynaldo 
Acop, among Lacson’s most trusted lieu- 
tenants when he was PNP chief. 

"s high time that we reconcile," he told 
reporters in Filipino. 

‘Aglipay said he would appoint Managuelod 
as president ofthe Public Safety Mutual Benefit 
Fund Ine. and Batac and Acop to the Senior Of- 
ficers Promotions and Placements Board. 

“These will just serve as initial assign- 

Sales! 


COPIERS antais 


ili» Canon: Olivetti» Savin 


ENT DI 


Í can: 528-0183 
528-0186 


cv 
Bohoy; Miranda, Ne 


Powers Programs. 


cALL Now. 892 9511 


TH IRE EEO 


INQUIRER «=. = 


ILY] -— 
Mtns Ne natuss dioe 


New PNP posts for ‘floating’ officers 
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rents,” he explained. “Later on, well give 
them better assignments. 

"Though not particularly excited about the 
assignment, Managuelod said he was thank- 
ing Aglipay for "repalring the damage done" 
by his predecessor, retired Director General 
Hermogenes Ebdane Jr. 

“As a professional officer, Il report as soon. 
as I receive an order,” he told the INQunen. 
"tts my job. I won't choose assignments," 

Managuelod blamed Ebdane for sacking 
him for “no apparent reason” as head of the. 
Directorate for Investigation and Detective 
Management in January 2003. He has since 
been “semi-retired” and on floating status. 

‘Batacand Acop, Aglipay and Lacson's class- 
mates at Philippine Military Academy Class 
1971, had been suffering much longer. 

Both officers have been with the Headquar- 


ters Support Service, widely considered asthe ~ 


dumping ground for officers unwanted by the 
incumbent PNP leadership or by Malacafiang, 
since Jan. 23, 2001. 

Before that, Batac headed the Directorate for 
Police Community Relations and Acop, the Di- 
rectorate for Personnel Records Management. 

Managuelod and company were convinced 
they were sacked simply because of their as- 
sociation with Lacson, then a fierce critic of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

“When he left the PNB Ebdane claimed his 
greatest achievement was the unity he estab- 
lished within the organization,” Managuelod 
said, "But there's really no ‘one PNP’ to speak 
of. He was himself a cause of disunity.” 

Among the 10 PNP directors (two-star gener- 
als), Batac is the most senior, having gotten his 
second star on Dec. 22, 1998. Acop is second 
because he was promoted on Aug. 21, 2000. 

Managuelod is tied with Director Ricardo 
de Leon, the PNP's new point man against ille- 
gal drugs, at third. They got their promotions 
on Sept. 3 the following year. 

Managuelod will reach his mandatory re- 
tirement age of 56 on March 9, Acop on June. 
18 and Batac on Dec. 15 next year. 

Managuelod urged Aglipay to grant similar 
‘opportunities to other “floating” officers. 


Drop in kidnap 
cases reported 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


KIDNAPPING cases involving members of the 
Chinese-Filipino community nationwide have 
dropped by as much as 50 percent this year, a 
group of businessmen said yesterday. 

In fact, the Chinese Filipino Business Club 
Inc, an organization of around 1,000 busi- 
nessmen nationwide, said it had not received 
any report of kidnapping in the past two to 
three weeks, 

"Really there was a big drop,” the group's 
spokesperson Daniel Laogan told reporters, 
citing informal survey among members ofthe 
Chinese Filipino community. 

“TI tell you the truth. For the last two to 
three weeks, we have not heard of any live 
Kidnapping cases.” 

Asked if victims probably just didn't want 
to report cases, Laogan said he and his group 
"would have their way of knowing if there 
were indeed unreported kidnapping inci- 
dents. 

"We in the community are basically chis- 
mosos," he said. "We usually learn about cases 
within 24 hours. But there have been no ru- 
mors about live cases whatsoever” 

Laogan could not immediately produce 
available data on kidnapping cases involving. 
Chinese-Filipinos to show that incidents had 
indeed been slashed by half this year. 

Despite the absence of exact figures, his 
group commended the increased police visi- 
bility, especially in Metro Manila for the pur- 
ported drop. 

“if this measure continues,” Laogan said, 
‘we believe kidnapping cases would drop 
even further” 

The Philippine National Police has been on 
24-hour patrol of urban centers and other 
densely populated areas since Deputy Direc- 
tor General Edgar Aglipay replaced Director 
General Hermogenes Ebdane Jr. ast Aug. 23. 

Aglipay yesterday said kidnapping cases 
might have indeed dropped by 50 percent, 
but asked Chinese-Filipinos to "knock on 
wood.” 


Mananquil; 86 


MAURA Capati Guillermo-Mananquil, mother 
of Press Undersecretary and former Vice Mayor 
Robert Mananquil and mother-in-law of Star 
associate and lifestyle editor Millet Martinez- 
Mananquil, died on Saturday She was 86. 

She is the widow 
of Marcos Tiesay 
Mananguil. Her oth- 
er children are mu- 
nicipal, assessor Em- 
manuel Mananquil, 
Paz M. Chavez, Tere- 
sa M. Barretto and 
US-based daughters 
Zenaida M. Jimenez, 
Lilia M. Brown and 
Edna M. Brown. 

Her remains lie at 
the family residence in 
Barangay San Roque 
in La Paz, Tarlac. She 
will be buried today at 
the La Paz Cemetery 
after an 8 a.m, Mass at 
Our lady of Peace 
Parish Church. 
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Definitely. 


Positively. 


Absolutely. 


Now, there is a remarkable, 
affordable home at the Fort for you. 


From the developers of Essensa 

East Forbes, judged by Asiaweek 
as the best residential building 

in the Philippines, comes another 
breakthrough development ... 


SoMa, or South of Market, 
at Fort Bonifacio, Global City 
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Garcia, sis under fire over P5M in adv 


FrompageAt 
am atrocious salary and al- 
lowance, She prepares the dis- 
bursement vouchers for the ap- 
‘proval of her brother. This alone 
is already an auditing no-no,” he 
said, 


only P20 billion compared with 
the P35-billion net income in 
2003 under the incumbency of 
Winston Garcia as audited by the. 
 Commissi 

ecutive vice 
Palmiery said in a statement. 


Representatives  Benasing 
Macarambon (NPC, Lanao del 
Sur), Eduardo Veloso (NPC, 
Leyte) and Marcelino Libanan 
(Lakas, Eastern Samar) were co- 
sponsors of the resolution. 


Rey 


Aia press conference where he Solid and growing ‘At the press conference, re- 
was joined by officials of the Officials of the GSIS welcomed porters were furnished copies of 
Kapisanan ng mga Manggagawa a House probe fash advances and vouchers 
sa GSIS, Sur said he filed Res- "(Dt will surely show that un- signed by Garcia and his sister. 
olution No. 276 calling foran in- der the present management,  Suplico said that next to Garcia, 


GSIS finances are sound, solid 
and growing. In fact in the year 
2000, GSIS had a net income of 


UCK 
y 


Empemano was the second most 
powerful per on in the GSIS She 
‘was also a member of the GSIS Per- 
sonnel, Selection and Promotions 
Board. 

Documents showed that in his 
first four months in office in 
2001, Garcia made cash advances 
totaling P3.34 million broken 
down as follows: Land Bank 
‘Check No. 212159 dated Feb. 9, 
2001, P500,000; Land Bank 
Check No. 215261 dated April 5, 
2001, Pl million, Land Bank 
Check No. 215707 dated Apri 
18, 2001, P840,000, and Land 
Bank Check No. 218878 dated 
June 11, 2001, P1 million. 

In December 2001, Garcia 
again made additional cash ad- 
vances totaling P1.9 million as re- 
flected in Land Bank Check No. 
231401 (Dec. 6), P150,000; Land 
Bank Check No. 231938 (Dec. 
10), PI million, and Land Bank 
Check No. 232303 (Dec. 14), 
P760,000. 


quiry into the alleged misman- 
agement and misuse of funds by 
GSIS officials. 


ANOS FIRETR 
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CASH for DIAMONDS 
Nibor Diamond Buying Office of the Philippines 


Self-serving certification 

Suplio said Garcia had not 
shown how he spent the money 
and merely presented a one-page 
“self-serving certification” that 
said he used such a huge amount 


High court ‘ 


‘and modern jewelry. Also old-cut diamond: 

+ WE ACCEPT LOANS on Important diamonds and 
Jewelry. 

ALL TRANSACTIONS KEPT CONFIDENTIAL 

‘Tel, Nos: 725-1823/ 726-1931 Mobile No.: (0917) 536-2456 

5 Monday-Sunday 10am-5pm 


‘Central Jewelry At The Jewellery, Greenhills Shopping Center. San Juan, M.M. iilos ‘ness success." 
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ensure “maximum profit and busi- 


17, the courts Second Division denied 
the petition of Pedro A. Tecson, a med- 
ical representative of Glaxo Wellcome. 
Philippines Inc., who complained that 
he was constructively dismissed when 
he was reassigned to another sales 
area because he had married Bettsy 
Tecson, an employee of Astra Pharma- 


Corporate right 
The tribunal said Glaxo's prohibi- 
tion against marital or personal rela- 


petition lacked merit. 
“Glaxo has a right to guard its trade 


dential programs and information 
from competitors, especially so since 
it and Astra are: 
highly competitive pharmaceutical 
? according to the resolution 
penned by Justice Dante Tinga, 
"The policy being questioned is not 
a policy against marriage. An employ- 
ee of the company remains free to 
marry anyone of his or her choosing 


decision does not detract the employ- 
er from exercising management pre- 
rogatives to ensure maximum profit 
and business success," itadded. 


Conflict of interest 
‘The tribunal noted that the word- 
ing of Glaxo's contractual provisions 


it did not impose an absolute prohibi- 
tion against such relations, but mere- 
pany that could arise. 


right of enterprises to adopt and en- 
force such a policy to protect their 


"in relation to or by reason of my 
position as president and general 
manager of the Government Ser- 


to discredit the gains achieved 
the GSIS in the past three yea 


viceand insurance System.” Salaries of other GSIS execs 

"This must be the shortest liqui-  Suplico said the salaries of oth- 
dation of the largest cash advances er GSIS officials were almost sim- 
in the entire country Or is it Win- ilar to executives of government- 
ston's pork barrel?" Suplicosaid. — owned and-controlled corpora- 


He said another auditing no-no 
was the absence of explanations 
that accompany disbursements. 

Suplico said Garcia's discre- 

jary cash advances were both 
unlawful and ilegal. 

Ofthe eight disbursement or liq- 
uidation vouchers, seven had been 
certified by Empemano while one 
voucher was certified by Garcia as 
the disbursing officer himself. 

The lawmaker said Garcia ma- 
nipulated accounting rules to 
benefit himself. 


tions (GOCCs). 


o, senior vice president-social 


senior vice president-i 


technology, P150,211. 
ident-human. 


Nothing irregular 

GSIS senior vice president En- 
riqueta Disuanco defended Gar- 
cia. 

"There is nothing wrong or ir 
regular for heads of government 
agencies and corporations to 
make cash advances because 
these are normal financial activi 
ties, as long as these advances are. 
properly liquidated in accor- 
dance with the rules and regula- 
tions of the Commission on Au- 
dit,” she said in a statement. 

Disuanco said only thè COA 
could question the legality and 
propriety of the disbursements. 

“In the case ofthe GSIS, all cash 
advances were liquidated within 
«the prescribed period and passed 
in audit by the COA,” she said. 
"These are issues raised year in 
and year out by critics who åre out 


rules’ vs love 


‘man resources, P110,775. 


orimmoral. 


members and stockholders. 


sion funds of more than one 


after retirement,” Palmiery said. 


right to reasonable returns on jnvest- 
‘ments and to expansion and growth,” 
the court said. 

"The law also recognizes that man- 
agement has rights, which are also 
entitled to respect and enforcement 
in the interest of fair play” it added. 

Tecson had been with Glaxo since 
1995 and was assigned to the Ca- 
marines Sur-Camarines Norte sales 
area in the Bicol region. There he met 
and courted Betty, who supervised. 
Astra's district managers and medical 
representatives and prepared mar- 
keting strategies in the area. 

“Even before they got married, Tec- 
son received several reminders from 
his district manager regarding the 
conflit of interest which his relation- 
ship with Bettsy might engender. 
Still, love prevailed, and Tecson mar- 
ried Betsy in September 1998," the 
tribunal said. 


page resolution dated Sept. 


 Glaxo's competitor. 


with employees of competi- 
xanies was legal and Tecson's 


manufacturing formulas, 
p strategies and other confi- 


he Onemustquit 

In January 1999, Tecson's superi- 
ors informed him that his marriage to 
Bettsy gave rise to a conflict of inter- 
est. 

‘They reminded him that he and 
Bettsy should decide which one of 
them would resign from their job, "al- 
though they told him they wanted to 
retain him as much as possible be- 
cause he was performing well in his 
job,” the court said. 

Tecson asked for time to review his 
and his wife's options but in Novem- 
ber 1999, Glaxo transferred him to 
the Buruan City-Surigao Ciry-Agusan 
del Sur sales area in northern Min- 
danao. 

Tecson asked Glaxo to reconsider 
its decision but his request was de- 
nied. Tecson defied his transfer order 
and continued to workin Bicol 

"While he appealed his transfer to 
the Glaxo grievance committee, Tec- 
son was paid his salary but was not is- 
sued samples of Glaxo products 


companies i 


wer, an employee's personal 


loyee handbook showed that 


t to avoid conflict of interest. 
the employee and the com- 


Constitution) recognizes the 


For example, the salary of Rey- 
naldo Palmiery, executive vice 
president, was P279,482; Amaldo 
Cuasay senior vice president-hous- 
ing, P166,734; Enriqueta Disuan- 


surance, P166,734; Leticia Sageal, 

ternal au- 
dit, P166,734, and Benjamin Vivas, 
senior vice president-information 


J. Fernando Campana, vice pres- 

resources, 
151,450; Alex Valencerina, vice 
presidentbranches, P138,945; El- 
Ja Valencerina, vice president-pub- 
lic relations, P110,775, and, Felici 
dad Gutierrez, vice president-hu- 


Palmiery took exception to 
claims that the salaries of the 
GSIS executives were excessive 


He said the salaries of GSIS ex- 
ecutives were comparable to ex- 
ecutives in large financial corpo- 
rations handling billions of pesos 
in corporate funds owned by its 


“We cannot just toy with the pen- 
GSIS employees who depend on 
the GSIS for their decent survival 


He said the GSIS must have ex- 
ecutives of proven competence, 
experience and integrity to run 


ances . 


D 


the pension fund. "To place the 
GSIS in the hands of improperly. 
trained and inexperienced per- 
sonnel just because they are will- 
ing to accept substandard pay 
‘would be the height of irrespor 
bility, and a betrayal of the GSIS 
members’ trust,” he said. 

Palmiery urged the publi, es- 
pecially GSIS members, not to be 
taken in by mere accusations and 
speculations designed to attract. 
public attention. 

“We will also show that all those 
-scurrilous attacks of alleged im- 

morality and lavish expenditures by 
the GSIS are without basis and are 
mere fig nents ofthe imagination of 
those who wish us ll he said. 

Ami the public outery over 
the huge salaries of executives of 
GOCCs and government financial 
institutions, President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo ordered last week her 
nominees to the agencies to trim. 
their compensation and observe 
her austerity program. 

Heeding Ms Arroyo's call, Gar- 
cia said he was voluntarily giving 
up P160,000 of his monthly take- 
home pay of P200,000. 


Complaint 
Suplico also showed a com- 
plaint filed by George Ramos, the 
GSIS resident ombudsman, 
against Garcia on May 7, 2001 for 
driving him out ofthe building. 

In his letter to Malacañang, 
Ramos said Garcia padlocked his 
office in his absence and without 
sufficient reason shortly after the 
resident ombudsman filed a case 
against Garcia for violation of the 
Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices 
Act 


which were in competition with those 
of Astra. He was also not included in 
conferences about those products. 


Arbitration 

However, the two parties could not 
agree and they submitted the matter 
for voluntary arbitration. Glaxo of- 
fered Tecson a P50,000 separ 
pay but he refused. 

In November 2000, the National Con- 
ciliation and Mediation Board (NCMB) 
ruled that Glaxo’ policy was valid and'it 
had the right to transfer Tecson. He ap- 
pealed to the Court of Appeals but last 
Year, itto ruled against him. 

‘This prompted Tecson to go to the 
Supreme Court, which upheld 
Glaxo's action. 

‘The court noted Glaxo enforced its 
no-marriage-with-rivals policy only 
after repeated requests for Tecson to 
comply with the transfer order. 

Tt said the policy was implemented 
inan “impartial and even-handed man- 
ner, with due regard to the employee. 

"he court said that Tecson was 
even given several months to remedy 
the situation, and was even encour- 
aged “not to resign” but to ask his 
wife to resign from Astra instead. 

It said Tecson also knew of Glaxo's 
policy even before the firm hired him. 

“Therefore, he was aware of that 
restriction when he signed his em- 
ployment contract and when he mar- 
ried his wife,” the court said. 

“Tecson signed a contract that stip- 
ulates, among others, that he agrees 
to disclose to management any exist- 
ing or future relationship by consan- 
guinity or affinity with co-employees 
‘oremployees of competing drug com- 
panies, and should management find 
that such relationship poses a possi- 
ble conflict of interest, to resign from 
the company," it added. 

‘The court also said that a similar 
provision was included in the code of 
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" SoMa Principle: 
You don’t have to be 
very rich to live at the Fort. 
Just very smart. 


After Essensa, SoMa. A 37-storey twin tower residential development in Fort ‘SoMa Location Map 
Bonifacio. The ONLY fully-fitted and completely furnished residential condo 
in the Philippines. Expectedly remarkable. Surprisingly affordable. 


From the developers of Essensa, recognized by Asiaweek as the best residential building 
in the Philippines, comes another breakthrough development. South of Market, or SoMa 
for short. It’s for smart buyers who wish to get a more luxurious home without. investing 
in too much money. With unit prices starting at only P2.9 Million, SoMa offers exceptional 
value. 


South of Market has been carefully planned with condominium users in mind. All units oodd 
are corner units, allowing for spectacular views from all bedrooms and living areas. Ji oos 
Additionally, with all units coming in fully-fitted and fully-furnished, living starts when the 
unit is turned over. No messy outfittings. No time wasted buying appliances and fixtures. 
It's the new way of owning a condo. 


Each unit at SoMa comes complete with air-conditioning in each bedroom, kitchen 
cabinetry, a refrigerator, cooktop, rangehood and microwave, a Sony flatscreen TV, a DVD 
player, an entertajnment sound system, and a dining and living room set. Visit our model 
units at the 6th Floor of the Pacific Star Building in Makati to experience it all. 


Check out SoMa - it's an exceptional residence at an exceptionally good price. ` 


oF MARKET 2 orn Project Managers MERE 2 818-0025 
Te&reowlgoicos «MERIDIEN nova —cCENTUI 893-7050 


Model units located at the 6th flor, Pacific Star Building, Sen. Gil Puyat Ave corner Makati Ave, Makati City. Open Mondays to Fridays 10am to 7pm. 1 
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NEW YORK—Democratic 

presidential contender 

John Kerry accused Presi- 

„dent George W. Bush of cre- 
ating a "crisis of historic 

proportions" as infighting 

over Iraq dominated the US 
election campaign. 
| . Kemys strongest attaek yet on 

Buslis action in Iraq came a day 
ahead ofthe US presidents Tuesday 
address to the UN General Assem- 
bly where he was again expected to 
seek to justify the March 2003 inva- 
sion to oust Saddam Hussein, 

‘The Massachusetts senator 
{called for a national debate on Iraq 
j andthe war on terror: 

But while repeating a hope to re- 
place US troops with soldiers from 
‘other countries and Iraqi security 
forces, Kerry added no new propos- 
als on how to handle the criss 
= Where the US military is suffering a 
mounting toll. 

Ina speech at New York Univer- 


sity, Kerry said Iraq had become a 
“profound diversion" from the war 
con terror “and the battle against our 
greatest enemy, Osama bin Laden 
and the terrorists." 

“Invading Iraq has created a cri- 
sis of historic proportions and, if we 
do not change course, there is the 

t of a war with no end in 
sight,” said Kerry who is batting to 
‘unseat Bush in the Nov 2 election. 

Kerry conceded that "some 
progress" has been made in Iraq, 
"but most Iraqis have lost faith in 
‘our ability to deliver meaningful 
improvement to their lives. 

Bush has acknowledged that 
miscalculations were made in Iraq, 
but Kerry said: "That is one of the 
greatest understatements in recent 
American history" 

“His were not the equivalent of 
accounting errors. They were colos- 
sal failures of judgment and judg- 
‘ment is what we look for in a presi- 
dent" 

Bush struck back at Kerry saying 


the Democrat lacks new ideas for 
ending deadly chaos in Iraq. 
“Forty-three days before the elec- 
tion, my opponent has now sud- 
denly settled on a proposal for what 
to do next—and ies exactly what 
were currently doing" Bush told 


pores ata raly in New Hamp- 


ire mating wi fc cr 
tional partners, were training Iraqi 
troops, wee reconstructing the 
(country), we're preparing for elec- 
tions. We're going to have elections, 
inJanuary" Bush said. 

Bush said Kerry "prefers the sta- 
bility of a dictatorship to the hope 
and security of democracy | 
couldn't disagree more." 

“And not so long ago, so did my 
opponent" he added, quoting 
Kerry as saying in December that 
those doubting whether the world 
would be better off without Sad- 
dam Hussein "don't have the judg- 
ment to be president or the credi- 
bility to be elected president.” AFP 


¿Family of US contractor 


prays for other hostages 


HILLSDALE, Michigan—Through 
their grief and anger, relatives of 
+ an American construction worker 
beheaded in Iraq extended 

prayers for an American and a 

Briton still in captivity, while in 

London, the family of the Briton 

pleaded for his release. 

‘A video posted Monday on a 
‘website showed the decapitation 
of a man identified as American 
contractor Eugene Armstrong. 
Armstrong and two others work- 
ing as construction contractors, 
American Jack Hensley and 

^fliiton Kenneth Bigley, were ab- 
{Bducted Thursday. 

+ "This is what we did not want 
to hear,” Armstrong's family said 
in a statement. 

The militant group led by Abu 

T'Musab al-Zarqawi claimed re- 

sponsibility for the slaying of 
I Armstrong and said another 

hostage—either the American or 
the Briton—would be killed in 24 
hours unless all Muslim women 
are freed from two US-controlled 
prisons in Iraq, 

On Tuesday, Bigley’s family 
pleaded with British Prime Mini 
ter Tony Blair to meet the captors’ 
demands and save the hostage's 


^ ask Tony Blair personally to 
consider the amount of blood- 
shed already suffered,” his son 
Craig Bigley said in a videotaped 
statement. “Please meet the de- 
mands and release my father 
Only you can save him now. You 
have children arid you will under- 
stand how I eel at this time." 

Kenneth Bigiey’s brother Philip 
Bigley also pleaded with the cap- 
tors to free te two men. 

“We are begging you not to kill 
them,” he said. “We are begging 
you to find a solution, a compro- 
mise, that will help to save two 
lives, innocent lives.” 

In a statement Monday, Cyndi 
‘Armstrong, speaking in Michigan 
for the Armstrong family, remem- 
bered Eugene Armstrong—known 
as Jack—as “a good guy” who 
“didnt like to stay n one place. He 
loved to travel." 

She said his family was praying 
for Hensley, Bigley and their fam- 
ilies. 

During a prayer vigil, two 
ministers addressed a crowd in 
front of the courthouse on the 
small city's main street. Yellow 
ribbons adorned the building's 
banister and trees around it, 
and many in the crowd carried 


‘American flags. 

‘Armstrong, whose age was not 
immediately available, grew up 
in Hillsdale, about 160 km south- 
west of Detroit, but left the area 
around 1990. His construction 
‘work took him around the world; 
he lived in Thailand with his wife 
before going to Iraq. 

Sen. Carl Levin released a 
statement extending his sympa- 
thy to Armstrong's family. “It is 
‘our fervent hope that those who 
‘Perpetrated this atrocity on an in- 
mocent man will be brought to 
Justice,” said Levin. 

In Marietta, Georgia, home of 
the other American held, friends 
and neighbors were seen ap- 
proaching the Hensley home 
Monday and giving notes to a po- 
lice officer posted outside. Two 
children, schoolmates of the 
Hensleys daughter, Sara, arrived 
in the afternoon with a stack of 
cards and messages. 

Speaking on CNN television, 
Patty Hensley, wife of Jack Hens- 
ley, said she was “devastated” to 
hear of Armstrong's death: "He 
was one of my husband's best 
friends and best co-workers and I 
know his family is terribly devas- 
tated at this point.” AP 


AVIDEO grab rom Independent Television News shows Craig Bigley (L), the son of British hostage 
KesnethBighy whos boing threatened with vacation tras appealing to Brice Prima Minister Try 


Í serustuem me uated sares 
$ will sell Israel nearly 5,000 smart 
bombs in one of the largest 
$ weapons deals berween the allies 
in years, the Haaretz newspaper 
$ reported Tuesday. 
"The deal could face political 
i controversy since Israel has used 
{ such bombs in fighting with the 
{ Palestinians, the daily said. In one 
H stich instance in July 2002, a one- 
ji bomb meant for a senior 
lestinian militant also killed 15 


CERTI 


‘US to sell smart bombs to Israel 


civilians in an attack in the Gaza 
Suip. 

"The deal is worth USS319 mil- 
lion and was revealed in a Pen- 
tagon report made to the U.S. 
Congress a few weeks ago, 
Haaretz said. Funding for the sale 
will come from the US military 
aid o Israel. 

The bombs include airborne 
versions, guidance units, raining 
bombs and detonators. The 
bombs are guided by an existing 


Israeli satellite used by the mili- 
tary. 

As part ofthe deal, Israel will re- 
ceive 500 one-ton bombs that can 
destroy two-meter concrete walls, 
2,500 one-ton bombs, 1,000 half- 
ton bombs and 500 quaner-ton 
bombs, the daily said. 

‘The Pentagon wants through 
the deal to maintain Israel's mili- 
tary advantages and ensure US 
strategic and tactical interests, 
Haaretz said. AP 


DEMOCRATIC presidential nominee John Kerry delivers a foreign 
policy speech at New York University in New York City. p 


CBS admits ‘ 


mistake’ 


in Bush military report 


NEW YORK—CBS star television 
journalist Dan Rather on Monday 
apologized on prime time televi- 
sion for using dubious documents 
to back a report that cast doubts 
on President George W. Bush's 
Vietnam ere military service. 

“I want to say personally and 
directly I'm sorry" Rather said af- 
ter highlighting the network's re- 
gress for using the documents 
which alleged that Bush had re- 
ceived preferential treatment to 
get into the Texas Air National 
Guard. 

“We can no longer vouch for 
their authenticity" Rather soid. 
“It was a mistake. CBS News 
deeply regretsit." 

CBS had issued a statement 
earlier in the day apologizing for 
using the documents without ful- 
ly checking their veracity. 

‘The acknowledgement isa ma- 
jor embarrassment for the net- 
work, which for the past week 
had sought to stand by the report, 
despite growing pressure to ad- 
mit it may have been misled as to 
the documents’ provenance. 

The memos—allegedly written 
by late Lt. Col. Jerry Kilian, 
Bush's commanding officer in the 
‘Texas National Guard in the 
1970s— suggested political pres- 
sure was exerted to "sugar coat" 
the future presidents service 


record. 

The “60 Minutes" report also 
charged that Bush's family con- 
nections had secured his assign- 
ment to the National Guard 
unita posting that effectively 
spared him active duty in Viet- 
nam. 

Soon after the report aired, 
questions were raised over the 
authenticity of the memos, with 
numerous experts arguing the 
typeface could have been pro- 
duced only by a modern-day 
word processor, not Viemam 
War-era typewriters. 

Heyward insisted that "$0 Min- 
utes" had “full confidence” in the 
original report at the time of its 
broadcast. 

However, further forensic in- 
vestigation, as well as interviews 
with Killiams former secretary 
Marian Carr Knox and retired Na- 
tional Guard Lt. Bil Burkett, who 
provided the documents, had 
challenged those earlier assump- 
tions, he said. 

In his interview to be broad- 
cast Monday evening, Burkett 
admits that he deliberately mis- 
led the CBS News producer 
‘working on the report, giving her 
a false account of the documents’ 
origins to protect a promise of 
confidentiality to the actual 
source. AFP 


'Kerry blasts Bush over Iraq invasion 


Annan takes 
fresh swipe 
at Bush 


UNITED NATIONS—UN Secre- 
tary General Kofi Annan took a 
fresh jab at US President George. 
W. Bush on Tuesday, in a clear 
sign that world opinion was stil 
far from making peace with the 
warin Iraq. 

Annan opened this year's an- 
nual debate of world leaders at 
the United Nations by criticizing 
Bush's plan to deliver democracy 
to Iraq through force ina pointed 
speech aimed at underlining the 
importance of the rule of law. 

“Those who seek to bestow le- 
gitimacy must themselves em- 
body it, and those who invoke in- 
ternational law must themselves 
submit to it,” Annan said, accord? 
ing to his prepared remarks. 

“in Iraq, we see civilians mas- 
sacred in cold blood while relief 
workers, journalists and other 
non-combatants are taken 
hostage and put to death in the 
most barbarous fashion,” he said. 

“At the same time, we have 
seen Iraqi prisoners disgracefully 
abused,” he said, drawing a par- 
allel between the Iraq bloodshed 
and the prisoner scandal in a way 
destined to irk Bush, who was to 
due to speak after Annan. 

‘Annan has labored for a year to 
heal the deep divisions over the 
war that brought down Saddam 
Hussein, and his wide-ranging ad- 
dress referred to the catastrophe 
in Sudan, the Middle East conflict 
and Russia's hostage tragedy. 

But the UN chief, who just last 
week called the war "illegal" also 
dropped repeated hints about 
what he has called Bush's unilat- 
eral decision to invade Iraq 

st the grain of international 
opinion. 

“It is the law, including Securi- 
ty Council resolutions, which of- 
fers the best foundation for re- 
solving prolonged conflicts—in 
the Middle East, in Iraq and 
around the world,” he said. 

“All states—strong and weak, 
big and small-need a frame- 
work of fair rules,” the UN chief 
said. 

Bush failed to win Security Coun- 
cil backing for the war and, if An- 
maris criticisms were less blunt than 
those he offered last year, his posi- 
tion remained at odds with Bush's 
defense of the war in the fight 
against terror. AFP 


BEIRUT—The rash of kidnap- 
pings, beheadings and explo- 
sions in Iraq, the killing of inno- 
cent children in Russia, and car 
bombings in Turkey and In- 
donesia have sparked debate 
among Arab intellectuals. on 
why the majority of terror acts 
have been committed by Mus- 
lims acting in the name of Is- 
lam. 

Some blame the violence on 
an atmosphere of intolerance 
and extremism that has bred 
hatred of non-Muslims and urge 
honest soul-searching as a rem- 
edy; others insist the problem is 
with the West, particularly the 
United States and its uncondi- 
tional support of Israel and its 
war on Iraq. 

The debate in newspaper 
columns, letters from readers 
and TV talk shows may be low- 
key, intermittent and limited to 
the intellectual elite, but some 
Arabs believe it's a step toward 
breaking the taboo of speaking 
‘out against problems within the 
Muslim religious establishment 
and its clergy and reversing sup- 
port for extremism. 

"The debate is a very posi- 
tive indicator,” said Sateh 
Noureddine, managing editor 
of the Lebanese newspaper As- 
Safir. “If it continues, it could 
pose the larger and more im- 
portant question of how quali 
fied are the Muslim religious 
establishment and clergy to 


Arabs wonder why many Muslims 
commit terror in Islam’s name 


lead a political platform?" 
"Right now, Muslim youths 
can choose | only between 
Osama bin Laden and semiliter- 
ate clerics,” Noureddine added. 
“What is required is an Arab re- 
ligious establishment that's civi 
lized, educated and vigilant." 
Speaking out against extrem- 
ism is not new. A few months af- 
ter the Sept. 11 attacks that 
were carried out by 19 Arabs, 
dozens of columns and opinion 
pieces appeared in the region's 
newspapers, especially those in 
Saudi Arabia, home to 15 of the 
hijackers, urging moderation. 
But in the past few weeks, 
with the school siege in Russia 
that left more than 330 people 
dead and the resurgence of ter- 
ror attacks in Iraq, where the 
victims of car bombs and be- 
headings are overwhelmingly 
Iraqis or Muslims, the debate 
has gained momentum. The ef- 
fortis not an organized move 
ment nor is it widespread, but 
its a reflection of what's being 
discussed among some Arabs, 
Condemnation has not only 
come from intellectuals, but al- 
so from some of the Muslim 
world’s most prominent schol- 
ars. Egypt's foremost religious 
leader, Mohammed Sayed 
Tantawi, says “beheadings and 
(the) mutilation of bodies stand 
against Islam.” And Lebanon's 
top Shiite Muslim cleric, Grand 
Ayatollah Sheik Mohammed 


Hussein Fadlallah, maintains Is- 
lam doesn't sanction the killing 
and abduction of foreigners 
who are working and feel se- 
cure in Muslim countries. 

However, when it comes to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
many religious scholars say sui- 
cide bombings carried out by 
the militant Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad are acceptable. 

"The Palestinian’ resistance 
against Zionist terrorism is one 
that we demand, bless and 
sanction,” said AbdulAziz al- 
Khayat, a Jordanian scholar and 
former minister of religious af- 
fairs. 

Bathe said blowing up build- 
ings in drag, Turkey or 
Afghanistan, the abductions in 
Iraq, and attacks on Westem 
residential compounds in Saudi 
Arabia “cannot be sanctioned 
because they don't target an op- 
pressive power” 

Its a view held by many 
Arabs, but it's being increasing- 
ly challenged. 

Sulaiman al-Hattlan, a Sau- 
di columnist, said Arabs “lack 
the human face” when it 
comes to condemning terror 
attacks, including those 
against Israelis. He said those 
who denounce such bombings 
usually do so for political rea- 
sons—because they do not ad- 
vance the attackers’ cause— 
and not for humanitarian rea- 
sons. AP 


JAKARTA—The retired four-star 
general heading for victory in In- 
donesia’s presidential elections 
may use his background to suc- 
ceed where the country’s post- 


of military dictatorship. 

Suharto used the armed forces 
to brutally repress any opposi- 
tion. In exchange, he appointed 
loyal generals to key government 


fense budget is clearly 


(Susilo Bambang) Yudhoyono,” in parliament—the generals stil 


“certainly nobody can “doubt 
his credentials for the job,” said 
Conboy, who now lives in Jakarta. 

‘The generals have played the 
role of kingmaker in Indonesian 
political life since 1966, when a 
Junta headed by General Suharto 
ousted founding president 
Sukarno and ushered in 32 years 


in forcing both of Suharto's suc- 
cessors—B.J. Habibie and Abdur- 
rahman‘Wahid—from office. In 
2001, they surrounded the presi- 
dential palace with tanks, forcing 
Wahid to stage a quick exit. 

His deputy, Megawati 
Sukarnoputri, was picked for the 
top job most likely because she 


ticularly Deputy Defense 


armed forces as a bi 


Yudhoyono seen tó finally tame brutal Indon military 


promised to give the generals a 
free hand. 

Because the USS2.5 billion de- 
quate, the military has traditional- 


dictator Suharto politicians have posts and the rubber-stamp legis- ly financed up to 75 percent ofits true democracy. 
so far failed—bringing the pow- lature. needs through a solid, nationwide “If there is ever any threat to 
erful military brass under civilian Although their overt role has network of military-owned com- democracy in Indonesia, it will al- OALA 


control. been declining since Suharto's panies and foundations. These in- ways first come from the mili- PAs 
“if anyone can undertake seri- ousterin 1996—thisyearthey gave stitutions are beyond government tary” said Salim Said, a political a 
ous reforms in the military, irs up their block of 38 reserved seats control and are never audited. columnist and military analyst. ident 


‘There is widespread speculation 


said Ken Conboy, a military ex- retain immense behind-thescenes that a large chunk of their profits have placed their hopes in Yud- A 4 
pert and former deputy director influence which many say presents endupinthepocketsofthebrass. hoyono, a retired US-trained Relax id yer. pine ‘op ASP AD. 
at the Asian Studies Institute in a serious threat to democracy. Paradoxically, the mili- four-star general who served as d cra 
Washington. The generalswere instrumental tary—long known for human  Megawatis top security minister, D 


rights abuses—also has found a 
new path to legitimacy and influ- 
ence via the war on terrorism. 
‘The US administration, and par- 


tary Paul Wolfowitz, a former am- 
bassador to Jakara, see the 


against Muslim radicalism in 


evervaune ov ejos BOSS 


FRANCHISE HOTLINE 42535239-40 


Southeast Asia. military reform will be slow and ‘man to work with,” said Greg Bar- 
But analysts have repeatedly tortuous. ton, of Australia's Deakin Universi- 
warned that unless the military is “Washington is very keen to of- ty. “He is still well liked enough by 


inade- brought under civilian control, 


Indonesia will never grow into a 


fer some carrots (for military re- 


i his military institution to get the 
form) and Yudhoyono is just the 


backing forsome changes.” AP 


A vast majority of Indonesians 


torein in the armed forces. 

Despite his close ties with the 
top brass—he named 16 retired 
commanders to his campaign 
team, including former armed 
forces chief Adm. Widodo Adis- 
utjipto—he is widely regarded as 
areformer. 

No one denies that the path of 
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INDONESIAN presidential candidate Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono (right) shakes hand with 
his supporters after a brief late night news conference at his house in Cibubur outside Jakarta. 
on Sept. 20. sumus 


USlifts Floods kill more 


sanctions than 620 in Haiti 
on Libya ^ ws ce 


corpses filled morgues as 
WASHINGTON—US Presi- 


Haitians faced yet another 
dent George W. Bush on Mon- tragedy in a year marked by 
day removed most economic 


naives, as ... floodwaters re- 

cede," Deslorges told the AB 
"Tropical Storm Jeanne en- 

tered the Caribbean last 
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week, killing seven people in 
the US territory of Puerto Ri- 


revolts, military interven- 
sanctions on Libya, clearing 


wwwarreeves.com. e-mail: rrphil@rreeves.com 


tions and deadly floods. At 
the way for huge compensa- least 622 people were killed 
tion payments to the families. 


by Tropical Storm Jeanne, 
‘of victims of the 1988 Locker- and officials expect to find 
bie bombing, ‘many more bodies. 

‘The restrictions were re- 


E The corpses of two chil- 
moved after Libya addressed dren lay on a sidewalk Mon- 
‘concerns over its weapons 


apons day in Gonaives, where one- 
programs, but Tripoli re- third of the dead brought to 
mains on the US list of state the hospital were children. 
sponsors of terrorism, the More than 500 people had 
State Department said, died in the sprawling north- 

Bush signed an executive ern city, Toussaint Kongo- 
order removing remaining Doudou, a spokesman for the 
economic restrictions on avi- UN mission, told The Associ- 
ation services with Libya, 


ated Press. 
permitting direct, scheduled 


‘Another 17 died in the 
and chartered flights, and un- nearby town of Terre Neuve, 
blocking approximately $1.3 


cking agriculture official Madiro 
billion in frozen assets. Morilus said, and 56 bodies 

“This step is taken in re- were found in the northern 
sponse to actions that Libya city of Port-de-Paix, accord- 
has taken over the past nine ing to Kongo-Doudou. 
months to address concems Dieuom Deslorges, à 
by the international commu- 


y a spokesman for the govem- 
nity about its weapons of ment civil protection agency 
mass destruction programs, 


reported another 49 bodies re- 
State Department spokesper- cov, 


covered in other villages and 
son Adam Erelitold reporters. towns most in the northwest. 
Libya had set a Sept 22 "Ws expect to find dozen 


"We expect to find dozens 
dealin for the United Sutes mors sais essen ne 
to lifi sanctions to pave the way : 
forpaymencofthenex tranche 

of compensation to families of 
the 270 people kiled in the 
bombing of Pan Am Fight 103. 

"We expect the families of 
the victims of Pan Am 103 to 
receive over $1 billion in ad- 
ditional compensation from 
Libya,” White House spokes- 
person Scott MeCiellan said 
Inastatement. 

He said the families "derer- 
mination and courage" to hold 
Libya accountable "contributed 
greatly to efons to secure an 
Sgreement under which Libya 
agreed to end ali is WMD pro- 
grams and pledged to end all 
‘connections with terrorism.” 

Some families of those 
killed im the bombing over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, have 
pressed Bush to remove all 
Sanctions, including dropping 
Libya fromthe list of “state 
Sponsors of terrorism,” to al- 
low for the payment of the full 
$27 bilion in compensation 
under a deal reached last year. 

Under e dea Libya 
agreed to poy the compensa- 
tion and accep responsibility 
for the Lockerbie bombing in 
rerum for the lifting of UN 
andUS sanctions. AFP 


co before heading to the Do- 
minican Republic, where it 
killed atleast 18. 

The toll is highest in Haiti, 
one of the poorest countries 
inthe world where deforesca 
tion has made even light rain. 
deadly. More than 90 percent. 
of Hait’s trees have been 
chopped down, mostly to 
‘make charcoal. Without roots 
and foliage, there is nothing 
to hold water back from low- 
lying towns. 

‘The world’s first black re- 
public and the only one to 
launch a successful rebellion 
against slavery, Haiti marked 
200 years of independence 
amid political turmoil in Jan- 
vary. A month later, a three- 
month rebellion ousted Pres- 
ident Jean-Bertrand Aristide 
and brought a US-led mili 
tary force. In May, disaster 
struck again with floods that 
killed more than 3,000 peo- 
ple on the Haitian-Domini- 
can border on the island of 
Hispaniola. AP 


Yangtze River Bridge turning 
into a bridge of sighs 

able moment when one of 
the thousands of people 
who cross the bridge every 
ay might my to jump off 
Chen comes almost every 
weekend, bringing along a 
thermos of tea: He has be 
come the bridges selfap- 
Pointed guardian angel 

“it T Save one person.” 
Chen said, "one is a lot." 

By his owm count, Chen, 
who is in his mid-30s, has 
Stopped 42 people from 
jumping since he began his 
patrols a year ago. He has 
talked them down and 
wresded them down. He 
will hike up his pant leg to 
show a deep laceration 
from one russie. Healso hat 
watched five people slip 
‘out of his grasp and fall to 
Their deaths in the Yangtze. 

"tis very easy to recog- 
nize,” he said of potential 
jumpers. °A person walks 
Without spirit” New York 
Times 


By im Yardley 


NANJING, China—The view 
from where Chen Si stood 
on the landmark Yangtze 
River Bridge caprured the 
frantic, thrumming energy 
of China. Honking trucks 
and buses poured over the 
span as hundreds of barges 
slid along the dark brown 
water below. The sweeping 
downtown skyline rose in 
the distance. 

But Chen watched the 
people. He noticed a man 
standing alone, seemingiy 
pensive, and walked to- 
ward him in short, quick 
steps. He watched people 
unloading from city buses 
and gauged the slump of 
their shoulders as they 
trudged along the sidewalk 
atthe edge ofthe bridge 

For hours on this recent 
Sunday morning, Chen 
watched and waited for 
that unknowable, unthink- 
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All wrong 


^ M CCORDING to former Sen. Ramon Revilla’s own sup- 
i As he can stake his claim to fame on being the 
"father" of the public works and highways Infrastruc- 
ture Program Act of 1995, which put order into the dis- 
parate public works programs of the government. He also 
“takes credit for having co-authored legislation such as the 
law providing for retirement pay to qualified sector employ- 
i eesin the absence of any retirement plan, 
EDITORIAL the law mandating representation for the 
women sector in the Social Security Com- 
mission, the law establishing a senior citizens’ day center in 
cities and municipalities, and the law increasing the mini- 
mum wage of house helpers. But it should be pointed out 
that he merely appended his name as a co-sponsor to these 
acts, and cannot, by any stretch of the imagination, be con- 
"sidered as to have actually authored them. 

The fact is that Revilla as a senator was all about public 
works, ata time when that sector was plagued with scan- 
dal after scandal, including scams involving the very 
agency he has now been appointed to chair: the Public Es- 
tates Authority. 

The PEA has been hit by so many crooked deals that 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, with great fanfare, de- 
clared two years ago that she would abolish it. And yet, 
after announcing its abolition, she allowed the agency to 
continue to function. And now she has put a new man on 

„top: Ramon Revilla Sr. 

Given his record of public service, which has been un- 
marred by genuine accomplishment, itis very tempting to 
say that any position Revilla is qualified to hold deserves 
to be abolished, And this is precisely what has happened: 
Revilla has been deemed by the President qualified to 
head an office that has already been abolished. 

‘And yet the appointment of the former senator is no 
laughing matter. It is yet another example of the say-one- 
thing-and-do-another tendency of the Arroyo administra- 
tion, It betrays an attitude toward governance that is ob- 
sessed with politics to the detriment of professionalism 
and rationality. 

The best that can be said of the President's appoint- 

* ment is that Revilla is being given a face-saving sinecure 
in return for his political support, and the goodwill of his 
son who succeeded him in the Senate. A lot worse can be 
said, Or at the very least, many hard questions need to be 
posed. 

Does it make sense to appoint to a scandal-ridden agen- 
cy involved in the disposition of public lands and the 
farming out of contracts, the former head of the Senate 
public works committee? No, it does not, particularly 
since even Revilla's own propagandists say he only con- 
solidated the system of public works, but did not do any- 
thing to accomplish what that sector really required: a 
thorough clean-up of the system. 

Is there any sense in appointing a man who has been in- 
volved in real estate development (Revilla has headed 
JAB Realty and Development Corp., Sea and River Estate 
and Southfield Estate) to a government agency that has 
control over large tracts of public lands, bordering areas 
near his home province? Assuming that Revilla has been 
squeaky clean in his own private business dealings, isn’t 
there still a potentially vast conflict of interest in appoint- 
ing him to head the PEA? 

The President would have a Cavite resident, who has 
dabbled in real estate, heading an agency that still has ex- 
tensive powers to dabble in real estate development and 
draw up contracts involving public works. At the very 
least, this places Revilla in an awkward position, at a time 
"when he should be enjoying his sunset years instead of 
worrying about potential scandals, 

Perhaps Ms Arroyo thinks that Revilla’s experience as a 
senior intelligence officer in the Bureau of Customs from 
1965-1972 somehow qualifies him for the job of leading 
and cleaning up the PEA? Then again, we have to wonder 
at the wisdom of the appointing authority who believes 
customs experience—particularly in Cavite, a hotbed of 
smuggling at the time Revilla was working in the bu- 
"reau-—can teach anyone anything except evading the law. 
„Even if Revilla turned out to be the only honest person as- 
sociated with the fabulously corrupt Bureau of Customs 
at the time, such experience was too long ago, and he is 
now too far advanced in years, to do much good. 

This is simply the wrong person for the wrong job, the 
wrong appointment for the wrong reasons, the wrong 
move for the wrong agency. It is wrong, in every conceiv- 
able respect—except if you respect only the naked abuse 
ofthe power to appoint and uphold only the most cynical 
of motives and criteria for official appointments. 
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CONGRESSMEN are getting desperate be- 
cause time is running out on a constituent as- 
sembly to amend the Constitution before next 
years national elections. Now they are propos- 
ing that a transition president with a three- 
year term, instead of the full term of six years, 
be elected next year whose primary duty 
would be to shift to a parliamentary system. 

But the term of the president cannot be 
shortened unless the Constitution is amended 
first. And any amendment cannot take effect 
unless itis first ratified by the people in a 
plebiscite, Which means we will have two polls 
in a space of eight months: the plebiscite and 
the national elections, Each of them will cost 
the taxpayers billions of pesos, an amount we. 
cannot afford and which is not in the 2004 
budget submitted by the executive depart- 
ment. Congress cannot increase the budget 
submitted by the executive. 

Furthermore, for this desperate plan to 
work, a constituent assembly must be in place. 
next month and the plebiscite held next Febru- 
ary only three months before the May elec- 
tions. There is very little time to prepare for all 
these 

A survey has shown that the people don't 
want Charter change, but leave it to the repre- 
sentatives of the people to push what they 
want instead of what the people want. They 
don't even know whether the people want a 
parliamentary system, but that is already the 
main agenda of  Cha-cha. 

"The Senate does not want a Consa (con- 
stituent assembly) to amend the Constitution 
buta Con-Con (constitutional convention). As 
proposed by the Senate, delegates to the Con- 
Con will be elected atthe same time as the oth- 
er officials in the 2007 polls. The Const, how- 
ever, will be composed of, horrors, the present 
members of Congress 

As Senate President Franklin Drilon said, "I 
takes two to Cha-cha.” But only the House is 
dancing to the tune. So the congressmen are 
getting desperate. 


(Conclusion) 


UP UNTIL several years ago, I was also confi- 
dent the public would never allow martial law 
to happen again. The prospect of martial rule 
replacing a democratic one seemed ages re 
moved. 

The difference between then and now, I 
said then, was that then people had not expe- 
rienced martial law—it was an unknown 
‘quantity, they were willing to give it a try. 
Now, they know what martial law can do, 
they know that things can always get worse 
than they are. They know authoritarian rule 
gives neither bread nor freedom, and they are 
not suckers for punishment. The people them- 
selves, 1 said, would never allow martial law, 
or whatever guise it took, to happen again. 

Besides, we had just had two Edsas. You 
can't have any clearer proof about the extent. 
to which people would bestir themselves to 
end tyranny than that. Both ended the rule of 
a thug, even if the first rule had arisen by de- 
sign and the second by accident. Or indeed, as 
the "Eraptions" showed, by Erap bungling in- 
toit with blissful ignorance. 

I said, too, in several columns that the peo- 
ple were no longer as docile as they were 
When Marcos declared martial law. The two 
Edsas proved they were capable of exploding, 
after being stoked to rage; the second Edsa, in 
particular, which showed a public capable of 
spontaneous action. Edsa Il had no definite 
leader, though the usual suspects—Cory 
Aquino, Jaime Cardinal Sin and Fidel 
Ramos- subsequently made a strenuous bid 
to claim itas their own. 

Tam not so sure that is the case today 9/11 
demonstrated how brittle the foundations of 
people power really are. The problem is not 
stoking the populace to heroism, iti sustaining 
it Indeed, the problem is that itis easier to stoke 
the flames of bigotry than the fires of heroism 
among the populace. That was what 9/11 
did—or what a non-elected president, GMA— 
did with it. She stoked the flames of this coun- 
trys most deep-seated biases, which were its 
Jove for Americans and hatred of Moros, to jus- 
tify importing George W. Bush's idiotie version 
cof "war against terror” into these shores. 
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‘The most desperate of all is Speaker Jose de 
Venecia, the conductor of the orchestra that is 
the House playing the Cha-cha song. For this is 
his last hurrah, his last chance to be chief exec- 
tive. This is also the last hurrah of former 
President Fidel V Ramos, who is also for a par- 
liamentary government. 

Ramos and De Venecia have four things in. 
common: 1. they are both from Pangasinan; 2. 
they both want to be chief executive; 3. they 
both cannot be elected president—Ramos be- 
cause he is barred by the Constitution from 
Tunning again, and De Venecia because the 
people already rejected him when he ran for 
president and is likely to be rejected again if he 
runs a second time; and 4. they both want to 
become chief executive via the back door, by 
shifting to a parliamentary system, winning 
seats in parliament, and then running for 
prime minister. 

De Venecia is a known wheeler-dealer fa- 
mous for hammering coalitions from among, 
different political parties. He is confident he 
can do it again with the politicians who would. 
be elected to parliament. And that is not hard 
to do with the present members of Congress, 
most of whom would likely be elected to par- 
liament. All he has to do is to be generous to 
the MPs and they will vote for him to be the 
PM, 

Besides that, the PM has to keep the MPs 
happy, otherwise they could declare a loss of 
confidence in him and vote to reorganize the 
government. 

"Where will the PM get all the money to buy 
the votes? Where else but from the people. 


Never again? 


THERE'S 
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‘Overnight, democracy disappeared. One is 
tempted to say, ironically, because the entire 
enterprise unfurled the banners of freedom 
and defense of the democratic way of life. But 
that in fact was how Marcos justified martial 
law, too: as a defense of freedom and the 
democratic way of life. Only the concept of 
whom they were presumably being defended 
from changed. Then it was communists, now 
it was terrorists. But overnight after 9/11, 
democracy was replaced by the rule of the 
generals, or atleast the militarists, Overnight, 
the people in charge of the country were no 
longer the President and her Cabinet, they 
were the commander in chief and her Nation- 
al Security Council. 

How martial the whole country became, 
Ive written about countless times in the 
pas and got a lot of fk for it The people 
who dished out the flak are silent now, ín the 
wake of their idol Bush's monumental blun- 
der in Iraq. Only a year ago, they were shout- 
ing their heads off about defending God and 
flag by bombing the Iraqis to kingdom come. 

How martial this country became, you saw 
in movie and TV fare that extolled martial 
virtues and even turned the CIA, author of the 
massacre of Allende et al. into a misunder- 
stood hero, Indeed, how martial this country 
became you saw in GMA, Roilo Golez, Angelo 
Reyes and their ilk beside themselves with 
glee at the US donation of surplus planes and 
‘weapons in reward for our joining the "coali- 
tion of the willing" like boys with newfound 
toys. 

Nobody protested it. Least of all civil soci 
ety which stopped being civil and became 
thoroughly marta with what truly ironically 
was called "Peace Bonds.” 

Finally, up until a few years, I was confident 


While the MPs get fat, the people will be 
squeezed dry. You think life is bad now? Wait 
until we have a parliamentary government. 

For in a parliamentary government, there is 
no system of checks and balances. There will 
be no Senate to check the MPs, who will be the. 
counterparts of the present congressmen. 
There will be no executive department to bal 
ance the legislature. Parliament will be both 
the legislature and the executive department. 
The secretaries or ministers of the executive 
department will come from among the MPs. 
‘And the prime minister, the counterpart of the 
present president, will also be an MẸ elected to 
his top post by his colleagues. The people will 
have no part in choosing the person who will 
rule them. 

The government will become an old boys’ 
club even more, controlled by the political par- 
ty or coalition in power. The party can do al- 
most anything it wants. It will be like a dicta- 
torship with not just one dictator but many. Or 
like a banana republic with a ruling junta 
Imagine having several Marcoses with less 
brains running the country. That's what we will 
be ina parliamentary system’ 

‘Theoretically, there will be opposition par- 
ties who are supposed to fiscalize the adminis- 
tration party. But in the Philippines, political 
parties don't stand for anything, Parties center 
around personalities, not ideologies or plat 
forms of government. And opposition politi- 
cians tend to fly to the party in power to share 
in the spoils of victory. So in a Philippine par- 
liament, opposition politicians and partes will 
join and coalesce with the winning party. Polit- 
ical butterflies will be as plentiful as locusts. 
Hence, there will be no more opposition par- 
ties to check the abuses of the administration 
party. That is like giving the combination ofthe 
safe to a bunch of thieves. 

Life may be hard now, but it will be worse in 
a parliamentary system, especially with the 
quality or lack of it, of the present generation 
of politicians. 


we would not see another man who had the 
same appetite for power or would be as wiling 
to raise the stakes to have it as Marcos. Cory 
had given up power, though she could easily 
have held on to it. Law has never deterred this 
country from deeds good and bad; it has 
lawyers precisely to help people skirt it. 
Ramos wanted to, but gave it up after being 
felled by the Asian crisis of 1997. His moral 
authority plunged as swiftly as the peso. And 
though Erap was a thug, he did not have the 
same scale of ruthlessness, quite apart from 
astuteness, as Marcos. He left woefully on a 
barge on Pasig River bound for San Juan. 

Well, true enough no man came along pos- 
sessing the same ambition and resolve as Mar 
cos. A woman has. And sublimely ironically 
One birthed by an act of people power. A 
woman who has recklessly thrown this coun- 
try itself, quite apart from the OFWs in the. 
Gulf, into the path of harm by an aggressive. 
posture of war, a woman who has unleashed a 
reign of terror in the name of fighting it, a 
woman who has shown no compunction for 
telling the country one thing and doing an- 
other. 

There are in fact only two things standing 
in the way of authoritarian rule as a possibili- 
ty in future. The first is minor, and has to do. 
with Charter change, which would allow the 
president to stay in power as prime minister 
"The second is major, which is the only real de- 
terrent against it, and that is the control ofthe 
military. That was what Marcos had that no- 
ody else, man or woman, has had since, a 
complete control of the military He didn't just 
have the loyalty of the generals out of grati 
tude, he had it out of fear. Nobody dared defy 
him, until much later when he was ravaged by 
disease, And the wonder of it was that he 
"wasn't a general himself; he was a lawyer. 
Easy to unleash the rule of the generals, the 
question is: How do you prevent a general 
from ruling himself? 

But the way things are, with dire and un- 
certain times having us in their grip, you nev- 
erknow. 

Never again? 

Guess again 
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THE 32ND anniversary of the declaration of mar- 
"ial law was marked fast Tuesday with the usual 
theme: Never Again. Recollections centered on 
this theme are useful to remind us of the sordid 
and abominable aspects of martial law, the memo- 

«ty of which might instruct our people to avoid re- 
peating the disaster and tragedy of Sept. 21, 1972. 

‘The events associated with martial law 
should not be allowed to remain as “frozen 
episodes" of a nation's history. One purpose of. 

ie yearly flashback is to drill into the conscious- 
ness of the younger generations the lessons of 
Sept, 21, of how it is to live under a dictatorship. 
Another isto fortify the memories of the genera- 
tions who went through the agonizing experi- 
ences of martial law. 

1^ The “martial law babies" must be in their 30s 

1 today. They are the ones who grew up with the 

| draconian rigors of the dictatorship and they keep. 
vivid memories about that era. That generation 
now occupies pivotal positions of leadership in 

* polities, in the economy, in business and the social 
life of the nation. Their decisions and inputs in 

+ decision-making cannot but be shaped by their 
recollections of the ictatorshi 

{Recollections are not unique to any nation, and 
the post-World War TI generation, especially in 

| Europe, has never ceased being reminded that 
“Never Again" will it happen. But the focus of 

‘rewinding the footage of retrospective documen- 
tary has been, especially in Europe, on the atroci- 

£ ties and horrors of Hitler's Nazi dictatorship, the. 

+ total devastation of World War II and the Holo- 

$ caus. This remembrance is not just a nostalgic 

| journey to the past. 

17 similarly, remembrance of martial law is not a 

! nostalgia trip for those who suffered under the 

* dictatorship. If the purpose of remembrance is to 
indulge nostalgia, recollections do not serve as a 
learning experience. 

‘Each year, we are reminded ofthe same theme: 
Never Again. Martial law is a different experience 
to each one who lived under it. So, it might be 
useful to ask ourselves: Never Again, what? 

Martial law was an epochal event, a turning 
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int in the history of the country. It marked the 

ismantling of a political system, a democratic 
polity, albeit a seriously flawed one. Remem- 
brance has been refocused to some of the more 
appall of the martial law years, for ex- 
ample, the atrocities of the regime, human rights 
violations, the disappearances of targets of re- 
pression, the economic plunder perpetrated by 
the dictatorship, the economic disaster stemming 
from economic policies determined by crony cap- 
italism, and the unprecedented scale of corrup- 
tion. These are the more obvious landmarks and 
legacies of dictatorship which basicaly is a sys- 
tem that fosters abuse of power leading to other. 
disastrous consequences. 

"However, the perpetuation of memory built on 
these more obvious aspects of the dictatorship 
tends to narrow our perspectives in remembering 
martial law on a range of issues centered on the 
theme of Never Again. We tend to forget that 
martial law was not just a landmark of the break- 
down of Philippine democracy in the 1970s. It is 
lost to us that Ferdinand Marcos demolished 
democracy in 1972 to make way forthe introduc- 
tion of authoritarianism that was riding a wave 
sweeping most of Asia in that decade—to men- 
tion the more outstanding models, the People's 
Republic of China under the Communist Party, 
Lee Kuan Yew's soft authoritarianism in Singa- 
pore, Suharto's dictatorship in Indonesia, and the 
authoritarian regime in Malaysia. We were a late- 
comer to Southeast Asia's authoritarian club. 

In most of these Asian countries with authori- 
tarian regimes, authoritarianism was not just a 
‘weapon for stifling democratic impulses but even 
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more so it was a tool for economic expansion and 
development. When Marcos declared martial law, 
he was not just concerned with crushing the com- 
munist insurgency and destroying the political in- 
frastructure of democracy which allows the polit 
ical opposition to obstruct government initiatives 
and to check its corruption and abuses. Marcos 
had a larger purpose than these. The larger pur- 
pose was to use martial law as the facility and 
Stage for economic takeoff and development, em 
ulating the models of economic success of our 
neighbors. Park Chung hee's South Korea and Lee 
Kuan Yews Singapore were shining examples of 
‘economic growth taking place under a climate of 
political stability and unhindered by political op- 
Position in a democratic ambience. 

The pint fo remember is that martial aw was 
a once-in-alifetime opportunity given to a Fil- 
ipino leader to build the economy and make it 
march with the pace taken by other authoritarian 
regimes in Asia. 

"Because of his excesses, abuses and corrup- 
tion, Marcos squandered that ity. Mar- 
tial law in the Philippines was a failed political ex- 
periment as an engine to drive radical change and 
economic growth and development. 

The 14 years from Sept. 21, 1972 to the 
restoration of democracy in February 1986 were 
years of squandered opportunities and wasted 
‘ational resources. 

For the past 18 years after Edsa I, we have been. 
trying to expel the demons of martial law, believ- 
ing that their expulsion might not only help us 
avoid the errors of the past but also that the 
restoration of t build a stronger. 
economy and stable political system. 

Unless we change our perspective about re- 
membering martial law, we will continue to get 
unhelpful lessons from it. Unless we know what. 
we want not to be repeated when we say "Never 
Again,” remembering martial law will remain a 
futile yearly ritual of exorcising the demons of 
martial law. The thing to remember is that 1972 
10 2004 spanned three decades of lost opportuni- 
ties and of lessons not learned. 


An AD/HD child in school 


DITAS Martelino has three children, the eldest of 
whom, Celine, has been diagnosed with Attention 
Deficit Disorder (ADD), while her youngest, 
Kevin, has been found to have AD/HD or Atten- 
tion Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder. 

;' Because ADD does not manifest in the same 
disruptive and impulsive behavior as AD/HD, Di- 
tas says it was Kevin who was diagnosed first, af- 

ter his teachers in his old school complained that 

the boy “would wriggle on the floor, hurt his 
classmates and move around the classroom ex- 
cessively" She and her husband also noticed that 

Kevin was always afraid of going ro school, eying 

as they reached the school gate and offering all 

sorts of excuses not to attend classes. 
"The school guidance counselor referred them 
jan who diagnosed 
^ him as having AD/HD. The doctor also told them 
that Kevin thought of himself as a "very very bad. 
boy" which was what his teacher told him when 
she seated him in a comer away from the rest of 
his class. Later, Kevin confided even worse inci- 
dents, such as the time the teacher locked him up 
in a dark closet and told his classmates to hold the 
door shut; the time a teacher grabbed him by his 
shirt collar and warned him not to “tell stories” to 
his parents; and the many times he was pinched 

and hit on the head (“binabatukan”) 

Ditas and her husband decided to pull Kevin 

‘out of the school, even if it was the middle of the 
school year, and demanded that their son be al- 
lowed to meet his academic requirements by 
Working with a tutor at home. They then enrolled 
him in à new school, but only after working with 
administrators and teachers, "coaching" them on 
ways to cope with Kevin's inattention, hyperactiv- 
ity and impulsive actions. Today, Kevin is 11, in 
Grade 5, and an honor student to boot! 
‘TT was only after reading up on AD/HD that Di- 
tas says she suspected Celine, who was then 
13, of having ADD. Her teachers at the all-girls 
School she went to told her repeatedly that Ce- 
line showed “promise,” but seemed unwilling 
to explore her potential, failing to finish pro- 
jects and "tuning out" during classroom lec- 
tures. 
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With the developmental pediatrician, Ditas 
worked out a strategy to boost Celine’s self-es- 
teem and improve her grades, especially dur- 
ing her senior year in high school when the 
school administration warned that her grade 
average wasn’t high enough to warrant her 
graduation. Fearing the massive blow to her 
daughter's self-esteem, Ditas closely moni- 
tored Celine's homework and exam reviews, 
"breaking up” the classroom content into 
smaller bits of information before her atten- 
tion wandered. 

"And what do you know, we were able to 
raise her average by several points above the 
passing grade!” Ditas exults. Celine is now a 
freshman at Miriam College and wants to ma- 
jor in mass communications. “We felt that she 
‘would function best in a small college where 
her teachers could better monitor her,” Ditas 
explains their choice of college. 


‘TOGETHER with developmental professionals, 
educators and other parents of children with 
AD/HD, Ditas regularly takes part in "school car- 
avans," during which a team from the AD/HD So- 
ciety of the Philippines meets with teachers and 
administrators from a cluster of schools and some 
interested parents, to talk about AD/HD and 
ways by which the school and home could work 
together to manage" a child with the condition. 
Sometimes, Celine delivers a personal testimo- 
ny which seems to go over well with the parents, 
reassuring them that even a child with AD/HD 
‘can cope with school work well enough to go on 
to college. Once, a public school teacher asked 
Celine how, with more than SO students in her 
classroom, she could be expected to cope with a 


child with AD/HD. "Just have her sit somewhere. 
in the middle where you can easily watch her and 
tap her on the shoulder if she is becoming too 
noisy or restless,” was Celine's simple advice. 
COOPERATION among parents, school and 
doctor is essential, says Ditas. Many times, the 
mothers of children with AD/HD say, school 
administrators and teachers resist admitting 
or keeping a child with AD/HD in their school, 
feeling it will entail too much extra work on 
their part, or result in lower academic stan- 
dards and bending of rules. 

Well, some flexibility may indeed be neces- 
sary. A child with AD/HD, advice experts, 
should not be seated near a spot in the class- 
room which isa “center of activity" such as the 
doorway, window or trash can. The child 
should also be allowed to stand up, walk 
around the classroom or even leave it from 
time to time, as long as reasonable limits are. 
setand his classmates are not disturbed. 

"We're not asking for special treatment,” as- 
serts Dada Lorenzana-Santiago, whose story 
was told yesterday, “just some cooperation 
from the school to manage our children's con- 
dition.” Though some children with AD/HD 
may also exhibit other learning disabilities, on 
average, they are just as, if not more, intelli- 
gent than their peers. They are also, agree the 
mothers, “personable, kind, compassionate" 
though they note that “they can also be manip- 
ulative.” (But then, what child isn't, right?) 

Sean Cura, who has AD/HD, also noted in an 
interview the “positive” side of his con 
“I can draw while listening to music or study- 
ing. I don’t get tired easily" People wi 
AD/HD are the ultimate masters of multi-task- 
ing! 

Parents, educators and medical profession- 
als interested in learning more about AD/HD 
are invited to take part in the Second National 
Conference on AD/HD from Oct. 21-23 at The 
‘Tent at the Plaza Car Park, Power Plant Mall, 
Rockwell Center. For inquiries, call the Confer- 
ence Secretariat at 726-1550; 726-0606; 927- 
3463; or 426-6001 loc. 4649. 


The devil and his works 


ONE of the worst movies I have seen lately is the 
reque to "The Erorcis.” Friends said 1 would 

jave been better off watching Kris Aquino in 
“Feng Shui.” 

Demonic possession may be something most 
Westerners would consign to the Middle Ages 
(some books call the same period the "Dark 
Ages?), but it remains real and current to most 
Filipinos, TV news regularly cover some pos- 
sessed schoolgirl being tormented with crucifo 
es, rosaries and holy water. Most of the time, 
however, the spirit that speaks through these 
schoolchildren rarely claims to be the devil but 
some other less but playful form. 

One cannot imagine a TV crew being face to 
face with pure evil, but I remember a segment of 
the popular TV show "60 Minutes” airing what 
was reputedly the first televised exoreism in the 

States. In some hick town in Florida, there 
Greek girl possessed by a number of evil 
spirits, She manifested most ofthe symptoms ex- 
hibited by Linda Blair in "The Exorcist": speaking 
in different voices and languages, threats, pro- 
fanity etc. To cut the long story shor, the exorcist 
was able to speak to all the spirits and made them 
agree to leave the body of the girl atthe end ofthe 
prescribed Roman Catholic rite of exorcism. 
While the exorcist ordered all the spirits to de- 
part, there was some wailing and gnashing of 
teeth, and then from the depths small voice 
cried out, "Sandali tang! Sandali lang!" The exor- 
"dst engaged this spirit in conversation and con- 
vinced the whole demonic group to leave. T 
couldn't believe my ears. Even in the supernatu- 
ral world, a Filipino was making life more compli- 
cated than itshould be. 

When the exorcist was interviewed afterwards, 
parts of the exorcism were re-run and in one of 
the scenes 1 could hear that same litle voice 
shouting invectives at the priest and adding, 
*Bakla ko... Bakla kal" Was the demon telling the 
truth? Was it able to see through the sins of the 
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exorcist? We will never know. Nobody spoke Fil- 
ipino in the room, so no one was bothered. 

How did this litle Greek girl in Florida leam 
our language? Was the demon Pinoy, or did she 
learn it from her yaya? The demon was described 
as short, dark, with curly hair! 1 will not comment 
farther on this matter and leave you to experts 
like columnist Jaime Licauco for a more enlight- 
‘ening discussion on demonic possession. 

What intrigues meis that if you read early friar 
accounts of the Philippines and Filipinos, you will 
see the devil roaming about the archipelago and 
‘making life difficult for missionaries. If you open 
the index to the 55-volume compilation of docu- 
ments compiled by Blair and Robertson, called 
"The Philippine Islands 1493-1898," and check 
under the heading "Devil you will find a lot of 
references subdivided into these various topics: 
his influence over the natives; worshipped and 

idressed by his priests and takes pos- 

crifces to; dedication to; seen 

in dreams or visions; impersonated; deceives 

people; torments human beings; his tricks and 

‘witcheraf, ete. Al this makes for absorbing read- 

ing, but why was the devil more real to people in 

the 17th century than in our times? Was life then 

so simple or simple-minded that the devil could 
be blamed for everything bad? 

In our secular and modern times, have we tak- 
‘en more responsibility for evil in the world that 
we forgot the man with the horns, the tail and the 
Pitchfork? Maybe evil comes in a different form 


and shape today? 

In the Dominican Diego de Aduarte's "Historia 
de la provincia del Sancto Rosario..en Philip- 
pinas (Manila, 1640)" are accounts of how the 
members of his order converted the Filipinos 
from their heathen ways and how they battled 
with an old religion that they considered to be the 
york of the devil In some accounts, the devil ac- 
tually walked abroad and spoke through people 
who often heard but did not see him. Often the 
devil worked through the pre-colonial shamans 
or babaylan who were not acknowledged as lead- 
ers of a different religion but were branded as 
Witches, their gods devils, demons and evil spir- 
its. Often illness was attributed to the devil and so 
a cure was interpreted as God's conquest of evil. 
One account says: 

"Stil there is one miracle that is almost univer- 
salin all these regions; this is, that when the devil 
torments some Indian, under the influence of 
witches with whom he has made an agreement to 
torment those whom they desire to harm, he loses 
his power before the command of the religious. 
"The Indians fear witchcraft so that they do not 
dare deny the witches anything they ask; and 
thus they become masters of the property, the 
food, and the persons of all Indians. The devil is 
driven out by the very presence of the religious, 
while in their absence he is kept away by merely 
having the sick hold a scapular. All this is accom- 
plished without exorcisms, except the command 
in the name of the Lord that they shall cease their 
tormenting. In many cases, miracles of healing 
have been wrought by baptism, or by confes- 

"When one sees how Filipinos in the 21st centu- 
ry sill use crucifixes, rosaries, scapulars, ec. in 

their homes, offices, cars and persons, we wonder. 
if we have really changed very much in the past 
400 years. 
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Cultural liberty 


DOES culture affect development? 

Over the last hundred years or so, social scientists have de- 
bated this link. Max Weber, for example, wrote, almost a hun- 
dred years ago, that there was an "elective affinity” between 
Protestantism and the development of capitalism. In the peri- 
od after World War Il, many social scientists were recruited 
by development agencies to look into cultural reasons behind 
underdevelopment. 
In the Philippines, 
certain values such 
as hiya and utang na. 
loob, or even the en- 
tire "flawed culture" 
have been blamed 
for our underdevel 
‘opment. 

Now the UN De- 
velopment Programme (UNDP) has come out with still an- 
other exploration of the links between culture and develop- 
ment. Their latest Human Development Report is different 
though in that it rejects the idea that culture dooms certain 
countries to failure. 

Multiculturalism 

While in the past social scientists were busy trying to de- 
scribe cultures in a homogenous way—for example, most Fil- 
pinos carrying the value of bahala na, or most Filipinos using 
their nose to point—the UNDP emphasizes that even within a 
culture, there is much diversity and variation. Even more im- 
portant, it is this diversity, and the freedom to practice and 
develop that diversity, that are crucial for development, 

"What is the link here? 'm going to give some of my own 
ideas as an anthropologist who has worked in development 
for several years. Cultural liberty and diversity means tap- 
ping into a greater reservoir of talents and skills. This even 
includes worldviews, how we look at a problem. For exam- 
ple, we often end up being on the receiving end of develop- 
ment plans from the United States, formulated by bureau- 
crats in Washington. Yer the solutions to some of the most 
difficult problems in many of our communities may come 
from indigenous knowledge, from the “natives” who know 
their own environment. 

‘The extent of cultural liberty" depends on a country’s mul- 
ticultural policies, described by the UNDP as those “that rec- 
ognize differences, champion diversity and promote cultural 
freedoms, so that all people can choose to speak their I 
‘guage, practice their religion, and participate in shaping their 
cculture—so that all people can choose to be who they are.” 

The UNDP emphasizes that it is important to develop 
these multicultural policies because in two-thirds of the 
world's countries, there are minority groups that make up 
more than 10 percent of the population. Just watch the 
“American Idol" competitions and already see how 
"American" has become so diverse, including any number of 
ethnicities, including Filipinos. 

"The Philippines, too, is extremely diverse, culturally I 
walked through one densely populated street in Sampaloc 
the other night and heard llokano, Cebuano, Waray, Tonggo, 
Kapampangan, Maranao... and Hokkien Chinese. There 
were, | am sure, other Filipino languages I couldn't quite 
identify. 

Language isn't the only marker for ethnic diversity. There. 
are differences in clothing, food, architecture, even body ian- 
guage (Tve always felt Visayan groups are more alive with 
their body movements). 

‘Another aspect of cultural diversity is religious affilatién. 
We say Roman Catholicism is the majority religion in the 
country, but there are in fact variations to being Roman 
‘Catholic. You have, for example, Mike Velarde's El Shaddai, 
which many people think is a separate sect but is actually 
still, for now at least, part of the Catholic Church. Certainly, 
El Shaddai has its own culture, its own variations on the 
practice of Roman Catholicism, some of which are looked up- 
fon with some discomfort by the bishops—the famous up- 
turned umbrellas, for example, to receive heaven's blessings. 

“isang bansa, isang diwa?" 

‘The leaders of many young nations, the Philippines in- 
cluded, have tended to subscribe to the idea that the way to 
development comes by uniting the country, and by trying to 
create a common culture. 

This approach is best epitomized by a slogan used during 
Marcos time: "Isang bansa, isang diwa.” The slogan is diffi- 
cult to translate but more or less refers to the idea of having 
one country and one spirit. How is this diwa, or spirit, to be 
brought about? We see this even in textbooks, with all the 
references to national symbols, the national flag, a national 
bird, a national flower...the list goes on and on. 

The problem with this approach is that a choice of one 
symbol may displace many other possibilities. Thus, when 
‘Tagalog was chosen as the basis for Filipino, it provoked neg- 
ative reactions from Cebuanos, who rightly pointed out that 
there were actually more native speakers of Cebuano than 


Tagalog. 
More than holidays 

The first chapter of the Human Development Report talks 
about the need to be able to practice one's own religion, to 
speak one's language, to celebrate one's ethnic heritage, 
“without fear of ridicule or punishment or diminished oppor- 
unig” 

Tes a point we should reflect on. Just think of the stereo- 
typed biases Tagalogs have against the “Bisaya,” the noun 
becoming a pejorative adjective. The Bisaya will often fight 
back but with smaller ethnic groups, a child may grow up. 
ashamed of his or her culture and suppress it. That ís a loss 
for the entire country because that takes away from the na- 
tional pool of knowledge we could otherwise have. 

Even worse, the suppression of particular cultures further 
reinforces biases against the discriminated groups because 
‘we fear the unknown. And as biases grow, resentments may 
Spill over into violent civil strife, as we see with our Muslims. 

Promoting cultural liberty takes many forms. For example, 
the President has included the start and end of Ramadan as 
national holidays, recognizing Muslims are now everywhere 
inthe Philippines and would appreciate those holidays. 

Bur declaring Ramadan a holiday should also be an oppor- 
tunity to educate non-Muslims about Islam. I worry that Ra- 
madan, and Islam, will remain exotic and distant unless the 
mass media help to explain to people what the spirit ofthe 
fasting is all about, and how people of other faiths might 
‘want to relate to that special season for Muslims. Pd also like 
tosee a recognition of Ramadan incorporated into work poli- 
cies, to make employers more understanding of the needs of 
fasting Muslims. The non-government organizations (NGO) 
T work with are conscious, too, about avoiding Ramadan 
when scheduling a training workshop or seminar. (This year, 
Ramadan more or less runs from from Oct. 15 to Nov. 14.) 

‘There's much more, of course, to the practice of cultural 
liberty, but we should start with our homes, pointing out to 
our children the beauty of cultural diversity in our own envi- 
ronment and making sure they don't tease other children be- 
cause they're of a different race, ethnicity or religion. 
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1 READ Ceres P Doyo's column titled, 
LIPPINE 


uh “Ben of the umads'" (PDI, 8/26/04 ) I 


KJ. was so excited reading it because Ben- 
LETTERS E. E 6 jamin Abadiano, the Ramon Magsaysay 
È Awardee for Emergent Leadership, was 
V my good friend and classmate at Xavier 


University 15 years ago. We were togeth- 
erin many subjects under the anthropolo- 
Bist, Dr. Erlinda Burton, as well as under 
‘ther professors in sociology. He was also 
‘ur president in the Socio-Anthro Society. 

1 really want to congratulate him per- 
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sonally for his remarkable achievement 
but, unfortunately, 1 don’t have his ad- 
dress. hope that by having this letter in 
your column or in the Letters section of 
the Inqumer, 1 will be able to extend to 
him my hurray! 

To me, Ben is a man worthy of emula- 
tion. His Christ-like attitude, especially 
his passion and obsession to help the 
poor, the marginalized, and the down- 
trodden has inspired many, not oniy in the 
ethnic community but also in the civilized 


Country needs more Ben Abadianos 


society He is soft-spoken, simple and 
humble but brilliant and full of compas- 
sion. It seems that he never gets tired in 
giving service to humanity. Besides, in- 
stead of using the money awarded to him 
for his personal gain, he used it for the 
welfare of his people—the lumad of Min- 
doro. I think, we need more “Bens” in the. 
Cabinet, in the Senate, in the House of 
Representatives, in the courts and in all 
sectors of government in order to make 


this country great again. 
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Why or why not? 


Some militant party-list representatives 
have protested the reduction of their pork barrel 
(from 35 million to 10 million 
the latter half of 2004, is their protest valid? 
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Benistruly an extraordinary person for 
he possesses the love of Christ, the mis- 
sionary spirit of St. Paul, the wisdom of 
Solomon, the patience of Job and the 
golden heart of King David. His life is a 
perfect example of what it means to be a 
true and sellless Christian. God bless, 
classmate, May your tribe increase! 
—DR. ROMEO L. LORENZO, 

chair, Social Science Department 

and professor, Graduate School, 


Key inci Gul c 


University of lllo, oilo City 


SSS baloney? 


SOCIAL Security System president Corazon de 
la Paz has announced that contributions from 
members rose by 15 percent in the first half of 
2004, indicating that the SSS’ financial condi 
tion has improved. According to SSS vice pres- 
ident Felipe Cariño, at present, only 16 active 
paying members are supporting one retiree, 
three less than the 19 paying members per re 
tiree back in 2000. (PDI, 9/3/04 

This is pure baloney. Why is it that SSS pen- 
sioners never received an annual 10-percent in- 
crease in their monthly pension from 2001 to 
2004? The present administration is totally ig 
noring SSS pensioners. During the terms (two 
and a half years) of President Estrada and SSS 
president Carlos Arellano, pensioners received 
two successive 10-percent annual increases. 

If its true that the members’ contributions 
have increased, why is the SSS planning to in 
crease its members contributions by 2 percent? 

—ELIGIO M. PASTORIN, 
91 Paraiso St, Parang, Marikina City 


‘Scarcity mentality’ 


THE "TWO-CHILD POLICY” (House Bill No. 
16) proposed by Rep. Edcel Lagman will no 
serve the best interest of the country because 
is anchored on the mind-frame of scarcity that 
considers high population growth as a barrier 
to development, giving rise to a "contracep- 
tive” mentality. 

agman's bill actually looks ar a big popula- 
tion as the crucial cause of poverty and misery 
Tt sees the third child-to-be in a family as an- 
‘other mouth to feed that will lower the na- 
tion's GDP growth rate. 

Ta third child is deemed as a negative val 
ue, which is worth less than zero, how could 
the Lagman bill regard people as human be- 
ings whose dignity, liberty, freedom of choice 
and rights to life and development the state 
must ensure? 

‘The bill proposes that the state rewards with 
incentives "ideally" sized two-child families. 
This implies that larger families must be 
marginalized due to inaccessible benefits that, 
they could very well deserve. What if the third 
orthe fourth child, the fifth or the sixth, is a po- 
tential Ryan Cayabyab, a Josette Biyo, ora Pa 
tricia Evangelista? 

In population management, our politicians 
would profit immensely if they assume the out- 
look ofa good entrepreneur. As the entrepreneur. 
sees possibilities of seling his products, he mobi 
lizes people to produce them so he can meet the 
product demand, He effects a synergy among in 
dividuals creating other possibilities of earning 
wealth. If Henry Sy “stopped at two" customer 
sales, there would be no Shoe Mart. If he 
"stopped at wo” SM branches established, there 
would be no Megamall. Perhaps Sy did not even 
think of real estate development and property 
management during the early years of SM Car 
redo, when he was buying at a bargain shoe raw 
materials and other merchandise. 

Recently, the Population Research Bureau 
projected a stifling of growth by 2050 among 
many large industrialized nations due to low 
birth rates, struggling economies and curbs on 
immigration. f we agree to effect a two-child 
policy per family, the Philippines in no time 
would disappear in the economic map. We will 
surely lose our work force and our resident con- 
sumers. We may have been left behind by the 
‘export bus in the past decades, but we have un 
deniably survived due to the thriving domestic 
market and a resilient underground economy. 

"The abundance paradigm contrasts with the 
scarcity or contraceptive mentality that the Lag: 
man bill adopts. The essence of the abundance 
mind-set is having the spirit of creative enterprise 
that believes in the dynamism of people. I consid: 
cers how cach family can build wealth through ts 
members combined capacity to create. Having « 
paradigm of abundance is the hallmark of firs 
Tate entrepreneurs and magnanimous leaders. 

Lagman's proposal does not offer a real so- 
lution to poverty. It is a "quick fix" remedy. And 
with quick fixes, the problem aggravates in 
time, with its repair cost becoming exorbitant. 

— MELE. MARANAN, 
3 San Diego, Bauan, Batangas 
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INQUIRER vorthern Luzon osses 


Crow Valley birds need 
protection, say experts 


ByJoClemente also loved to catch birds but in a 
Capas, Tarlac different way, Martinez says. 

To catch a tarat, they made an 

TIS not the Crow Val- umans, This is a piece of stick 

BAGUIO children enjoy their nutritious bread in more ways than one. ley firing range that loosely tied to a string with the 

makes Camp ODon- first loop ofthe knot wide enough 


. . n tocatch a bird by its feet. 
Ba io feedin: nel in Capas, Tarlac, an F When the bird alights on the 
gu g important area but its real 1 stick, the stick falls off and the 
crows, hawks and other feet of the bird will be trapped in. 


i " A the loop and its weight will tight- 
program reaches — Zu El Unt 


But ofüdals say it is not the 


s more soon. umang that drives the birds away 
Unknown to many including —some even to extinction—but the 
more children om: epee ee 
hectare reservation that used to be j ral habitat (forests, mangroves, 

part of the United States military j coastal areas or the wetlands). 
By Desiree Caluza nator of the First Meal Projet, be- bases in Central Luzon, had been « "These habitats are not only for 
Baguio City fore they atended theirclasses atthe identified as one of the 117 impor- 1 birds but other life forms that make. 
Baguio Patriotic Schoolat 7:30am. tant bird areas (BA) inthe Philip- j them important biological areas 
HIRTEEN.YEAR-OLD Joshua also prepared another pines and among the 206 areas of that should be protected, they say. 
Joshua Young knows container of egg filing that would the Philippine Biodiversity Con- . " TBAS are selected based on inter- 
thatagoodheartcan 80 with Tones version ofNumibun, servation Priorities (PBCP) under f| nationally accepted criteria that 


ar" “After I read the Nutribunstory the Philippine biodiversity conser- count the number of globally threat- 
save the world and uplift in the inguman, IfeltthatIhadto vation priority setting program. TW ened species, the number of restrict- 
everyone's spirits. So when join this program because I want- The areais described as “extreme- i ed range species (found within a 
the story on a local school ed to share (my blessing)" AN EAGLE, one of the birds that make O'Donnel home and sanctuary breeding threshold range of 50,000 
feeding program using the Joshua toid the nqune. square kilometers) and the number. 
vitamiorüfed bread Nu. . Wês not his first time to spon- dawn and arriving at Camp “Even to this day crows still fly of congregatory species in the area. 

i ede Ti, SOT s charitable work for chil- O'Donnel at daybreak. over the area. 1 dont know if these The country has 576 bird 
tribun came out in the IN- dren, his parents said. O'Donnel then housed the 13th are hawks or young eagles, but these species, 34 percent (195 species) 
‘QuRER last month, Joshua ^ Im December last year, Joshua wing of the US Air Force, while its birds regulary visit our ishponds in of which are endemic or species 
immediately called mem- hosted a Christmas party and dis- forested area was used for mili- BarangayMaruglo and divefortheir unique to the Philippines. At least 
bers of Kataguan Watch, wibuted gifs for the streer children tary exercises. share (of fist)" he says. 74 species are considered threat- 
the program’ sponsors, to SfEmiain Manila, and wasanac- Tnthosedays, hesays,itwas“or- This is also observed in Baran- ened. Of the threatened species, 79 

program's sponsors, tO tive member of Youth Aid, a group inary knowledge" to know the gay Dungan in nearby Concepcion percent (59 species) are endemic. 

Jet them know that he was of children volunteers who spend a different kinds of birds, how they town where fishpondsare located. About 395 species are resident 
interested in sponsoring day's work and donate P200 each behaved and the sound they made. According to residents, the breeders as they nest and incubate 
breakfast for at least 100 to institutions that take care of chil- "The patiriktirik (woodpecker), birds flock at their ponds and prey their eggs in the county in contrast 
first year students of dren suffering from cancer- hesays, wasa dark-colored bird that on their growing fisheseveryday. — to non-resident breeders, which are 
Danis Gh Neen Het s tion program of the University of pecked on teetrunks. rwasnotey- Frias says even the tikling had migratory birds or vagrants, 

guio City Natio! ligh Sharing the Philippines Center for Integra- ery day that he saw one but it was made his farm a regular breeding Neil Aldrin Mallari, wildlife biol- 
School. Sharing has become a part of tiveand Development Studies (BCP. oneofthebirdshesaw inhisyouth. area because he would always ogist and ornithologist, says birds 

Kataguan Watch has stated the Joshua's spiritual calling when he UPCIDS) and the Conservation In- He describes the denas (wood find their eggs all over. are barometers of the state of the 
“First Meal Project” for public school was being raised in Manila with temational initiated the program. swallows) as palayeating birds that In his youth, Friasremembershav- countrys natural environment. 
itudents in Baguio City who are ei- his other siblings. : Game in small groups. Some were ing seen a green kulasisi (parakeet) — "Astheyareeverywhereand have 
therunderwéightorpoortoimprove On Sundays, Joshua would Where birds are gray others a bit yellowish. Smaller once and more of the pugo (wild the most advance data base, they are 
their weight and thet eating habits. give 10 percent of his weekly al- As a boy, 76-year-old Reynaldo than the denas was thepipit, hesays. quail) and bato-bato (wild doves). the clearest indicators we know at 

At 6 am. on Sept 3, Joshua, lowance to their church, the Var. Martinez, a retired government In September, Martinez recalls Like Martinez, Frias saw this part the moment. When bird species are 
wearing hs Boy Scour uniform, went sity Christian Fellowship. employee, used to graze cattle at that another type of bird called of ODonnel wien tsforess werestl threatened or endangered to extinc- 
to the BCNHS home economics Joshua said his action was Camp O'Donnel “because it is tarat (brown shite) came in thick and wid pine tees grew along ton that can tell us in what state or 
þuldingto help prepare te meal. guided by the strong Christian where grass grows in abundance.” droves. He remembers another thebanksofthe O'Donnel River condition the natural habitat has be- 

He was accompanied by his fa- values that his parents taught That was in 1946. Evacuating bird, the martines (mynah), which m. i oroi come; Mallari says. 
ther and his 9earold brother, him and the importance of com- for safety during the Japanese oc- had blackor dark gray witha seak Biodiversity ‘The PBCP report describes the 
Daniel, to serve three pots of arros' munity service that he leamed cupation, his family moved from of white on both wings that fed on “Then, we also have here wild Philippines as one of the few 
caldo and pandesal. The bread had from the Scouting movement. the Tarlac town center to Baran- carabao ticks. Then there were also boar (baboy damo) and deer countries in the world that is both 
egg filings which Young and his "I feel good because we are gay Moriones at the western and the low fying birds like mgak (usa). There's nothing of that a “megadiversiy” county and a 
mother prepared that morning. reaching out to other people. Even mountainousend ofthe province. (heron) and kuyawan (oriole). now. The forests I saw then are “biodiversity hotspot.” 

“Joshua and Daniel took turns in in a litle way, I know I can help.1 Martinez recalls they traversed Dr. HermesFrias,formerCapas now planted with food crops ike — Megadiversity is a term used to 
serving the soup and bread to the wantthese children tohaveabright the mountain wail on their cattle- mayor and now municipal ad- gabi (yam),” Frias says. characterize a set of 17 countries 
students with Chiqui Torres, coordi- scuro driven cart, leaving Moriones at ministrator, confirms this. When they were young, they (CROW VALLEY/ AIS 
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«future that they can look forward to, that 
they have something that they can hold on 
to even though they are facing a'lot of 
hardships in their lives,” he said. 

“When I grow up, 1 can do more of 
what Tam doing now. [am only one and 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRE 


INQUIRER Northern Luzon | 
Baguio feeding program reaches more children s. 


Teannotdo everything, but I know Lean. 
do something that can change the 
world," Joshua, who aspires to become 
a doctor or an architect, said. 

He said he has friends who are also wil- 
ing to do charitable work for other children. 


“Talso hope that grown-ups, who ex- 
perienced hardships when they were 
kids but who eventually succeeded in 
their lives, would help. They have been 
there so they know what it was like. I 


children in need)," he said. 

Paul Fianza, board member of the 
Kataguan Watch, said they were happy 
that several groups and individuals had 
contacted them and pledged support 
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Crow Valley 
birds need. 


From page AUT 


that holds the greatest number of species of 
living orgapisms, especially among the best- 


pw iso ida sia! known groups (plants, birds, mammals, rep- 
"iles and amphibians). 

Ona per hectare basis, the Philippines ranks 
in the top 17 megadiversity countries in terms 
of biological richness, with its more than 
52,177 described species, more than half of 
which are found nowhere else in the world. 

“Together, these 17 megadiversity countries 
contain between 70 and 89 percent of global 
biodiversity, and thus form an integral part of 
the global heritage for conserving the diversi- 
ty oflife on earth. 

Biodiversity, on the other hand, refers to 
the great variety and variability of organisms 
found on earth and the environment in which 
they live. It is the foundation of healthy and 
functioning ecosystems. 

“The Philippines is one of the tropical countries 
where levels of biodiversity and endemism are 
remarkably high. Unfortunately it is also among 
the top 25 biodiversity hotspots in the world. 

“A biodiversity hotspot refers to areas that havea 
high diversity of plants and animals, which areen- 
demic but at the same time, face serious pressures 
orthreats ofspecies loss and habitat destruction. 

Citing various researches and scientific stud- 
ies done recently, the PBCP says the Philippines 
has lost 75 percent or more ofits original vege- 
tation, while at least 418 of the countrys 
wildlife species are threatened with extinction, 

“These can no longer be considered as signs 
of an impending biodiversity crisis, because, 
apparently, the Philippines is already in the 
middle of one. The country stands to lose its 
rich biological heritage irreversibly and prove 
many experts prediction of it becoming a glob- 
al biodiversity disaster area,” reports say. 
2003 Family & Consumers ^ In Tarlac, only 27.07 percent of its 94,212 

" Choice Award É hectares forest cover remains, according to 

(SEES TP the 1993-2000 inventory of land cover status 
Lis J o if E undertaken by the Japan Forest Technology 
Association (Jafta). 
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US general mum on Tawi-Tawi abuse rap 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—A top US military official refused to 
comment on allegations that four American soldiers com- 
mitted human rights violations in Tawi-Tawi during a raid 
ina village in the province in May. 

US Air Force Major General questions on alleged American 
Gary North, the military opera- soldiers’ abuses during a visit at 
tions director of the US Pacific the Southern Command head- 
Command, avoided reporters’ quarters here yesterday. 


Ex-underground youth 
activist says people 
slow in seeking change 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


with more fondness those who 
offered their lives for freedom 
through the armed struggle and 
whose remains had stayed in the 
“sinapupunan ng Sierra Madre 
Gn Sierra Madre's womb).” 

Poet Emmanuel Lacaba, who 
moved in the local youth and 
student movement as "Pepe 
Legazpi,” is among those well re- 
membered, he said. 

"The same fundamental prob 
Jems (of the economy and poli- 
tics) have remained but, with 
greater effects on the people. But 
T have yer to see them rise in col- 
lective protests like in years past 
Perhaps this is part of the matur- 
ing process,” Maglambayan 
said 

‘The seeming silence and non- 
chalance, he said, may also be 
portents ofa “welling anger" 

"We saw it in history that 
those who quietly bore the brunt 
of abuse and exploitation also 
speak out and rise up... like the 
years before and after martial 
rule,” he said. 

This, he said, should be a 
warning to the Macapagal ad- 


ANGELES CITY—Sept. 21, the 
‘32nd anniversary of the imposi- 
tion of martial law, evoked more 
fear and pain to Abel Maglam- 
bayan, one of the chief propa- 
gandists of the Kabataang Ma- 
kabayan in this former American 
base town and a former political 
detainee. 

Maglambayan, now 55, said 
he was disturbed by his pere 
tion that Filipinos, although 
creasingly burdened by the eco- 
nomic crisis, seemed unable to 
gather strength to seek change. 

“Parang ayaw tumutol ngayon 
(t seems that they are afraid to 
go against the policies of govem- 
ment), he said on Tuesday. 

Like the previous commemo- 
ration of the imposition of mar- 
tial law, Maglambayan spent the 
day by listening to revolutionary 
songs, poring over old propagan- 
da papers, looking at pho- 
tographs of gone and surviving. 

+- comrades and recalling th 
memories, and visiting those sil 
alive. 

Most especially, he recalled 


ministration. 
But for years, he said he is 


Mediaman’s 
slay suspect 
fears for life 


PAGADIAN CITY—The prime 
suspect in the murder of journal- 
ist Edgar Damalerio fears that 
something bad would happen to 
him inside the city jail here, Supt. 
Gregorio Pimentel, chief of the 
Criminal Investigation and De- 
tection Group (CIDG) in Westem 


By Frank Cimatu 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—A wushu 
champion was allegedly beat- 
en up by a government nar- 
coties agent inside a nightclub 
here. 

George Lusadan, 26, who 
won a gold in the Southeast 
Asian Games for wushu in 
Myanmar in 1999, feared that 
he might not be able to play 


“I have to go and catch 
schedules," was all North 
said. 

In another chance inter- 
view, North only answered 
questions on the purpose of 
his visit. 

^m just here to visit the 
troops and have the opportunity 


MEMBERS of militant groups say never again to martial law during a rally in Davao City. 


"neither here nor there," mean- 
ing he has not taken any side in 
ihe split that had hounded the 
legal and underground demo- 
cratic movement in Central Lu- 
zon. 


again as his right eye had been 
damaged after Daniel Akia, a 
Philippine Drug Enforcement 
Agency agent, hit him in the eye 
with the burt of his gun. 

In his affidavit complaint, Lu- 
sadan said Akia did not stop 
punching him even as he was be- 
ing wheeled to the emergency 
room of the Baguio General Hos- 
pital and Medical Center on Sept: 
6 


“Akia denied hitting Lu- 


Mindanao, told the Inquirer. 

Pimentel said Wapile told him 
that he is afraid for his safety but 
did not elaborate. 

Earlier, Damalerio's wife, Gem- 
ma, said authorities should en- 
sure Wapile's safety. 

Ms Damalerio aired suspicion 
that Wapile's life is in danger as 
the supposed mastermind in the 
death of her husband remains at 
large. 

She urged authorities to tight- 
en Wapiles security inside the re- 
formatory center in Barangay Le- 
nienza here. 

Reports indicated that Wapile 
wants to post bail 

However, the National Union of 
Journalist of the Philippines (NUJP) 
asked the Department of Justice not 
toallow Wapile to post bail. 

“Freeing him, no matter how 
temporary, will perpetuate the 
fear being faced by the witnesses 
and family of Damalerio," Carlos 
Conde, NUJP secretary general, 
said ina statement. 

Senior Supt. Karib Muammil, 
Zamboanga del Sur police chief, 
said they were doing everything 
to ensure the safety of the sus- 
pected gunman, 

“Tve directed the local BJMP 
(Bureau of Jail Management and 
Penology) to secure the life of 
Wapile," Muammi! said. 

Pimentel said the CIDG is try- 
ing to unmask the brains behind 
the Damalerio murder. 

“We are following up several 
leads,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Pimentel said 
Wapile was very mad at his for- 
mer boss, dismissed city police di- 
rector Supt. Asuri Hawani. 

Hawani was dismissed after 
criminal and , administrative 
charges were filed against him by 
Damalerio's wife. Hernan dela 
Cruz, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


RIC CONTALE POOR BRUT 
‘The signs of the times are visible in the food served ata 
command conference recently of top police officials in Davao 
City. Banana cues and cups of coffee were the main fare at the 
conference in line with the government's austerity measures. 


to talk to the Southern Com- 
mand commander and talk 
about things that are common 
concerning to all of us,” he-told 
reporters when pressed for an- 
swers to the charges that Ameri- 
i partin the raid 

ing of three vil- 


This, he said, is another 
source of pain. Following the 
split in 1997, animosity has 
‘grown between and among for- 
mer comrades. Hostilities have 
attended some instances. 


Wushu champion sues anti-narcotics 


sadan, saying he left his gun in 
his car when he went to a pub 
here. 

Lusadan was one of wushu's 
brightest stars under the stable 
of actor and wushu trainer Tsing 
Tsong Tsai. After winning the 
gold in the 48-kg class in the 
Sanshou category, Lusadan was 
hurt ín the world wushu compe- 
tition also in 1999 and decided 
to shift to Muay Thai or Thai 
boxing. 


He lauded the continuous RP- 
US military training exercises 
conducted in this city and in 
some other areas in Mindanao 
saying that “the training is very, 
very good, we have common in- 
terest and they are very impor- 
tant.” 
North is also expected to visi 


the ongoing Light Infantry Bat- 
talion Training here where eight 
American soldiers are teaching 
about 120 Filipino soldiers of 
the 27th Infantry Battalion on 
LIB Squad React and Break Con- 
tact and on nocturnal warfare. 

Julie Alipala, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau 


gm. 


He said he understands these. 
as partof contradictions. 
Although Angeles City hosted 
Clark Air Base and was, in 
Maglambayan’s time, the bas- 
tion of American imperialism, 


the nucleus of the Kabataang 
Makabayan evolved in the city. 
The brothers Nilo and Pan- 
dong Tayag and Roger and 
Rodolfo Salas and Teresito Sison 
formed the national KM in 1964. 


agent for beating him up 


In his affidavit, Lusadan 
said he was with other Muay 
Thai players on Sept. 6 when 
Akia approached them and 
asked for a female boxer who 
was with them to dance with 
him. 

Akter one dance, Akia again 
asked for another dance but the 
woman said she was tired. 

When Lusadan told Akia 
that his companion needed to 
rest, Akia reportedly punched 


him and drew out his gun 
when Lusadan was about to re- 
taliate. 

When Lusadan raised his 
hands in surrender, Akia report- 
ediy hit him in the eye with the 
butt of his gun. 

Akia was then joined by his 
two companions who also beat 
up Lusadan, the affidavit said. 
When his companions took Lu- 
sadan to a taxi, Akia reportedly 
pulled him out ofthe cab. 


Ex-treasurer says debt biggest threat 


By Nestor P Burgos jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—Former National 
Treasurer Leonor Briones has 
urged the government to start 
renegotiating with creditors and 
multilateral financing institu- 
tions for better payment terms 
while the country is still capable 
of paying its debts. 

“ici ime that we should mobi- 
lize the international community 
to address our debt problem,” she 
told the Ingusen. 

Otherwise, she added the gov- 
ferment would have no choice 
bat to accept the creditors’ terms 
when the country is in danger of 
defaulting from its loans. 

She said the government should 


also form a "debt management of- 
fice” composed of a fulltime team 
of professionals that will study and 
manage the country’s debt prob- 
em similar to other countries like 
‘Sweden and Ireland, 

Briones, 63, was the former 
president of Freedom from Debt 
Coalition and director of the 
think tank Center for Policy and 
Executive Development. 

She was here on Friday as one 
of the speakers in a conference at- 
tended by local executives and 
legislators in lloilo. 

She now teaches public fi- 
nance at the National College of 
Public Administration and Gover- 
nance at the University of the 
Philippines in Diliman. 

Briones said the country’s debt 


problem is perhaps the “big 
single threat to the econom; 

She said the continuing inabili- 
ty of the government to rein the 
budget deficit and manage the 
debt is largely responsible for the 
downgrading of the country’s 
credit rating and why investors 
are hesitant to enter the country. 

The governments failure to 
manage the country's debt can be 
seen in the “staggering increase" 
in payments, which reached 
P5.16 trillion in 2002, 

“That's a figure with 12 zeros if 
you can't imagine the amount," 
She said. 

From 2001 to 2002 alone, the 
total debt increased by P750 bil- 
lion from P4.41 trillion to P5.16 
trillion, said Briones. 


st 


Ex-mayor named transport exec 


CEBU CITY The former mayor 
‘of Tagbilaran City, Bohol has been 
named undersecretary of the De- 
partment of Transporation-and. 
‘Communication (DOTC) for pro- 


jects. 

Jose Torralba is scheduled to 
take his oath in October, said Bo- 
hol Gov. Erico Aumentado. 

According to the governor, 
‘Transportation Secretary Lean- 
dro Mendoza had given Torralba 
specific assignment —the Panglao 
Island Airport Development Pro- 
ject, which is the transfer of the 
airport from Tagbilaran to the is- 
land. 

Aumentado said Mendoza had 
called up Torralba last week and. 
asked him to take his oath imme- 
diately bur the former mayor 
asked that he be sworn in next 


is a lawyer, a good businessman 
and has been an executive for a 
Jong time,” Aumentado said. 
Torralba, 64, was mayor of 
Tagbilaran City forfour terms. 
Before he became mayor of 
Tagbilaran, Torralba served as 
ice mayor and councilor. At 23, 
Torralba was considered the 
youngest elected councilor in 
Tagbilaran City. 
Torralba's term expired last 
May election. The Lakas-Chris- 
jan Democrat fielded his wife Al- 
berta, president of the Associa- 
tion of Barangay Captains in Tag- 
bilaran, as candidate for mayor, 
She, however, lost to now May- 
or Dan Lim of the Koalisyon ng 
Nagkakaisang Pilipino. Jhunnex 
Napallacan, PDI Visayas Bu- 
reau 


month because he still had many 
things to finish in Tagbilaran be- 
fore accepting his new job. 

Torralba has been designated 
by Aumentado to head the Task 
Force on Panglao Island Airport 

‘Aumentado dismissed specula- 
tions that Torralba's appointment 
was just another political accom- 
modation, being one of the allies 
of President Arroyo in Bobol. 

He said he and three Bohol 

Edgar Charo, 

Cas and Eladio 
Jala—endorsed Torralba’s ap- 
ointment to President Arroyo. 

National Economic Develop- 
ment Authority Secretary Gener- 
al Romulo Neri, a Boholano, had 
backed up Torralba's appoint- 
ment, he added. 

“He is more than qualified, he 
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West Visayas police start new probe of mediamen's killings 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
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PDI Visayas Bureau. 


ILOILO CITY—The Philippine National Police 
(PNP) has started reinvestigating the unsolved 
Killings of journalists in Western Visayas. 

The Task Force Newsman led by the Crimi- 
nal Investigation and Detection Group in West- 
em Visayas (CIDG-6) already interviewed 
Some of the families of the victims, said Supt. 
Jose Jorge Corpuz, CIDG regional director 

Corpuz said they also ordered their provi 
cial offices to submit the case files of the vi 
tims to determine if there were enough leads 
to reopen the cases. 

"The CIDG would also coordinate with po- 
lice units that had investigated the cases. 

Based on its list, the CIDG-6 is reviewing 
| the killings of broadcasters Rolando Ureta 

(Aklan), Frank Palma (Bacolod City), Danny 
Liasos, Severino Arcones (oilo City) and 
newspaper editor Josef Nava (lloilo City). 

‘But Palmas killer, Kano Tocama, had been 
convicted of the crime and is now serving his 
term atthe national penitentiary 

The CIDG-6 list only included unsolved 
cases from 1986. It excluded lloilo broadcast 
er Eddie Suede and cub reporter Noel Teneso 
who were gunned down in a restaurant in 
Iioilo City on July 1, 1985. 

The slain journalists were remembered by 
their family and colleagues during Mass on 
Monday, the eve of the 32nd anniversary of 
the declaration of martial aw. 
| "The Mas, officiated by Jaro Archbishop 

‘Angel Lagdameo, was attended by around 30 
Too journalists and the families of Arcones, 
Nava, Teneso and Suede. 

Ta his homily, Lagdameo said the Mass “is 
‘our way of honoring (the martyrs) for paying 
the highest sacrifice to uphold press freedom 
and the people's right to know.” 

Lagdameo likened the death of the journal- 
| ists to martyrdom for Christianity. 

“The defense and promotion of truth will always 
remain a challenge and wil include some suuggie 
Some may have to offer their lives for the rth in 
imitation of the original witness to the truth, Jesus 
Chris, who sacrificed his very life for the sake of 
and in defense ofthe truth said Lagdameo. 

"Ma. Diosa Labiste, INQUIRER correspondent 
and National Union of Joumalists of the 
Philippines (NUJP) chair in Iloilo, said the 
Mass was part of the commemoration of “one 
of the darkest periods for press freedom and 
democracy in our country” 


Rescue of women 
kept in Malaysia 
brothel seen soon 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD CITY—Hope runs high that the four 
Negrense women who have been forced into pros- 
titution in Sabah Malaysia will finally be rescued. 

Rep. Ignacio Arroyo Jt. (Negros Occidental, 
Sth District) said the Malaysian police were al- 
ready closing in on the brothel where the wom- 
en werebeing kept and used as sex saves. 

The information, he added, was relayed to 
bim by Marianito Roque, the Overseas Work- 
ers Welfare Administration (Owwa) admini 
trator, who expressed confidence that the 
women would be rescued soon. 

“The operation of the Malaysian police came 
after Arroyo discussed the plight of the four 
women with Malaysian Embassy officials, 

‘Arroyo was also scheduled to meet with 
Malaysian Ambassador to the Philippines Is- 
candar Serudin yesterday. 

"The congressman also talked with Gen. Ab- 
dul Sarin, commanding general of the 
Malaysian Army in Sabah, who assured him 
that he would help in the rescue of the four 

‘The plight of the Negrense women, who 
came from the town under Arroyo's district, 
was brought to the congressman's attention 
by Negros Occidental Vice Gov. Isidro Zayco. 

“The four women were from the towns of Hini- 
garan, Himamaylan, Cauayan and Candoni. 

Zayco said he was alerted by the women's 
plight through a text message sent to him by 
one of the women. The message said: "Vice 
gub, napeke kami sang agent namon, ginabali- 
Zya kami sa kasa diri sa Malaysia (Vice gover- 
nor, we were fooled by our agent, we are being 
sold ata prostitution house here in Malaysia)” 

One of the women was contacted by local 
| reporters in the cellular phone on Monday. 

“The woman, who asked not to be named, talked 
in whispers because she said they were being close- 
y watched by the syndicate that kept them locked 
ina karaoke bar that doubled asa brothel. 

‘She begged to be rescued immediately be- 
cause their life here was unbearable. 

"There are about 20 of us here, four are from 
Negros, we are waiting to be rescued," she said. 
| "We cannot escape because they have our 

passports. They keep watch over us through 
Video monitors. We are on the second floor and 
the doors out of here are padiocked," she added. 

"The woman lamented that they never expected 
that they would end up in a prostitution den. She 
said she had worked in other parts of the world 


but never in the kind of ob that she is now. 
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Erap on Revilla: Oh no, why him? 
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his support behind President 
Macapagal-Arroyo in order to 
keep his post as head of the Sen- 
ate public works committee. In 
the May elections, the younger 
Revilla ran in the senatorial slate 
of Ms Arroyo, Revilla Jr. now 
chairs the commhittee, 


‘Trust, confidence 

‘Malacafiang defended Revilla's 
appointment despite questions 
on his age, health and qualifica- 
tions. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
said the 77-year-old Revilla, who 
satin the Senate for 12 years, sat- 
isfed the "basic criteria” set by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo for 
her appointees, 

Revilla, who had undergone 
spinal surgery twice and a triple 
heart bypass and suffered two 
mild strokes, chaired the Senate 
‘committee ‘on public works 
throughout his two terms. 

‘At his oath-taking in Mala- 
cafiang on Tuesday, he walked up 
tothe dais using a cane and aided 


by some of his children, 

Bunye said one got appointed if 
he or she had the President's trust 
and confidence and had the “per- 
ceived capacity” to implement the 
Chief Executive's programs. 

“We believe these two (consid. 
erations) apply to Senator Revilla, 
‘Bunye said ina radio interview. 

He urged critics not to pre- 
Judge Revilla 

“Well, what I can say is let's give 
Senator Revilla a chance to dis- 
prove his critics and lets show 
them that he can implement the 
President's policy when it comes to 
reclamation projects,” Bunye said 


Land dispute. 

A militant group raised fears 
not over what Revilla can't do as. 
an allegedly unqualified chair of 
the PEA but over what he could 
do to supposedly abuse the posi- 
tion. 

"The Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas (KMP) alleged that Re- 
villa had been harassing farmers 
ina property in Barangay Caban- 
gaan in Silang, Cavite. 

‘The KMP said Revilla was claim- 


ing the land as his own and had 
been trying to remove 37 families 
of 169 individuals from it. 

“This appointment is highly ir- 
regular and smacks of political pay- 
back, A prize for letting his highly 
popular son, now Sen, Ramon 
"Bong" Revilla Jr, run under Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo’ ticket to attract 


"This also poses an imminent 
threat to farmers and our lands, 
particularly in the province of 
Cavite. Up to now the goons of 
the former senator are conduct- 
ing harassment operations in 
Barangay Cabangaan, Silang, 
Cavite to drive farmers from their. 
lands, which Nardong Putik is 
claiming as his own,” he said. 

The KMP said the PEA was 
vested with the power and au- 
thority to develop and dispose of 
idle public lands, enter into con- 
tracts and loan agreements with 
private, public or foreign entities, 
and exercise the right of eminent 
domain in the name of the Repub- 
licof the Philippines, 

"With all these powers at his 


‘command, the lands of farmers are 
in constant peril. The 25-hectare 
sine epee ind with effe. 

pineapple crops in Silang, 
Cavite, may be a test case to be 


No match 

Estrada said Ms Arroyo's Cabi- 
net was no match to his, which in- 
cluded former Executive Secre- 
tary Ronaldo Zamora and Secre- 
taries Bienvenido Laguesma (la- 
bor), Benjamin Diokno (budget), 
Horacio "Boy" Morales (agrarian 
reform), Alfredo Lini (local gov- 
erment), Ricardo Puno (press) 
and Gregorio Vigilar (public 
works). 

“None of them were involved 
in any scam,” he said. 

Estrada noted thata number of 


32 years after, justice still eludes victims 
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"The Arroyo regime has not 
learned any lessons of the past,” 
said Bayan secretary general Rena- 
to Reyes. "It continues to disregard 
the popular will on issues like new 
taxes and power rate hikes sure. 
signs of dictatorial tendencies.” 

“On top of that, Arroyo has 
failed to live up to her promise of 
giving justice to the victims of the 
Marcos dictatorship, he said, 
addin 

"Amidst. the worsening eco- 
nomic crisis, we see that the gov- 
‘ernment offers no real alternative 
but more economic burdens and, 
along with that, heightened re- 
pression.” 

KMU chair Elmer Labog said 
things were no better even ifmar- 
tial law had been lifted, 

He said the rising prices of util- 
ities and basic goods, plus the im- 
penditig round of tax increases, 
‘were signs that living conditions 
‘would worsen even more. 

Atthe Bantayog ng mga Bayani 
in Quezon City, parents and chil- 
dren offered prayers for their 
loved ones who died fighting 
martial law or who disappeared 
without trace, 

Carrying a framed picture of 
her son Manuel, whom she last 
saw in 1976, Nenita Cruz said the 
suffering she had seen in his eyes. 
remained vivid in her memory as 
a mother. 

“In honoring the martyrs, we 
proclaim our determination to be 
free forever” said Fr. Robert 
Reyes, who officiated the Mass in 
honor of those whose names 
were engraved on the granite 
Wall of Remembrance. 

Reyes said the people should 
“keep the government under tight 
watch because it was possible that 
the administration would use the 
fiscal crisis to declare a state of 
emergency that could eventually 
lead toa "pseudo martial law. 

"Nothing has changed in the 
course of history" he said. "Re- 
pression and state terrorism are 


still the character of the Arroyo 
administration.” 


Drowned out 

In Laoag City, four giant speak- 
ers mounted at the provincial capi- 
tol stage and blaring Christmas 
carols broke up a protest-march by 
youth and peasants belonging to 
militant groups Anakbayan, Stop- 
Exand Anakpawis. 

About 200 protesters gathered 
across from the capitol where a 
huge banner bearing Marcos’ im- 
age covered the upper section of 
the buildings facade. The banner 
‘was part of a photo exhibit that 
Marcos heirs launched when 
they marked the late strongman's 
birth anniversary on Sept. 11. 

‘The demonstrators had barely 
started their program when the 
speakers started blaring Christmas 
tunes. The loud sound coming from. 
the speakers forced them to retreat 
tothenearby City Plaza, where they 
continued their protest. 

"We were drowned out by the 
tunes coming from the speakers 
Our small speakers (mounted 
atop a hired jeepney} were no 
match to their equipment," said 
Romy Sanchez, secretary general 
of Bayan-llocos. 

lito Gorospe, media consul- 
tant of the provincial govem- 
‘ment, admitted having ordered 
the speakers put up shortly after 
the protesters were seen making 
their way to the capitol grounds, 

“This is to offset the noise com. 
ing from their end," Gorospe said. 

ies are awfully recy- 
is is something that they 
do at this time of the year. What- 
ever sentiments they have, we re- 
spect them. But we also want 
them to feel the Christmas spirit.” 

Sanchez said the protest march 
was meant to remind llocanos that 
their countrymen were sil suffer- 
ing from the effects of the martial 
law declared by their favorite son. 

“We see the same images of terror 
that began 32 years ago” he said. 

n Sorsogon City more than 
1,000 protesters marched 


through the city and held a pro- 
gram in front of Camp Escudero 
to protest Ms Arroyo's alleged 
“Marcos-like” rule. 

n the Laboure Hall of the St. 
Louise de Marillac College, stu- 
dents who were not yet born 
when martial law was declared 
listened to discussions on human 
rights violations and “the new 
face of martial law.” 

Outside, protesters belonging 
to Bayan, Karapatan-Sorsogon, 
Bayan Muna, Anakpawis and al- 
lied groups condemned what 
they called "Marcos-like suppres- 
sion, economic attacks, corrup- 
tion and human rights violations" 
ofthe Arroyo administration, 

"Like Marcos, (Ms Arroyo] vio- 
Jently suppresses the legitimate ac- 
tions and protests of the people 
against the continuous increase in 
the prices of petroleum products, 
goods, electricity and water, and the 
drop in socal services said the Al- 
liance for the Advancement of Peo- 
ples Rights (Karapatan-Sorsogon). 

In the Laboure Hall, Fr Leo 
Doloiras, chair of the Sorsogon So- 
‘dal Action Foundation, said: “The 
violation of human rights is still go- 
ing on; it only changed face .. We 
mourn for the past, and we are 
thankful for those people [who 
fought martial law.” 

“Until now justice has not been 
served to the victims of martial law, 
and the perpetrators are now again 
im power" according to Jerbert 
Briola of the Task Force Detainees of 
the Philippines (Southern Luzon). 


‘We do not forget" 

At least 1,000 members of hu- 
man rights groups in lloilo, Ne- 
gros Occidental, Cebu and Leyte 
joined separate protest actions to 
‘commemorate the Imposition of 
martial law. 

In Bacolod City, they pushed 
for the declaration of Sept. 21 as 
a national day of remembrance 
and called on the government to 
indemnify the victims. 

“We forgive, but we do not for- 
get," said Fr. Brian Gore, an Aus- 


tralian Columban missionary 
who, along with two other priests 
and six lay leaders, was jailed on 
the trumped-up charge of murder 
during the Marcos dictatorship. 

Gore concelebrated the Mass 
at the San Antonio Abad Church, 
which was attended by about 50 
martial law victims. 

He said some of the 50 had Jost 
their loved ones and the others 
had been tortured, jailed or lost 
their homes and property during 
military operations. 

In Iloilo, about 500 Bayan 
members assembled at the Museo 
lloilo before marching through 
the city and holding a program in 
frontof the old provincial capitol. 

Fortunato Pelaez, who was tor- 
tured during a 15-month deten- 
tion at Camp Crame in 1974, not- 
ed that despite the ouster of the 
Marcoses in 1986, political dis- 
senters were still being silenced. 

“They justified the repression 
by calling us communists then. 
Now, (dissenters) are called ter- 
rorists," Pelaez said in a speech. 

In Cebu, more than 200 ac- 
tivists gathered in front ofthe Ce- 
bu City Police Office to protest 
police attacks on legitimate 
protests and peaceful assemblies. 

In Tacloban City, a simple pro- 
gram marked the commemora- 
tion rites at the Redemptorist 
parish grounds on Real Street. 

‘About 80 TEDP members, 
Commission on Human Rights 
personnel and history students 
laid a wreath at the marker to Fr 
Rodolfo Romano, a Redemptorist 
priest who disappeared after he 
was abducted by armed men be- 
lieved to be soldiers on July 11, 
1985, in Cebu City. Reports from 
Tina G. Santos, Leila B, Salaver- 
ria, Norman Bordadora and 
Cynthia D. Balana in Manila; 
Cristina Arzadon, PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau; Emir Emano 
Gamis, PDI Southern Luzon Bu- 
reau; Carla R Gomes, Nestor R 
Burgos Jr, Bernadette Parco 
and Joey A. Gabieta, PDI 
Visayas Bureau. 


Lawyers up in arms over high court fees 


From page Al 


The tribunal on Monday sus- 
pended the implementation of 
some of the increases as well as of 
the new fees while it hears the 
‘complaints of various sectors. 


Exorbitant 

“It is the general sentiment of 
the bar, the litigants, the business 
sector and the public in general 
that the increase in legal fees 
have become exorbitant and pro- 
hibitive .. The imposition of such 
exorbitant legal fees effectively 
deters or worse, curtails the right 
of the public to seek judicial re- 
dress for their grievances,” the 
TBP petition read. 

Te warned that this could have 
the effect of making the people 
“bear and suffer their grievances 
in silence or, worse, take the law 
into their own hands." 

IBP president Jose Cadiz said 
the increase in legal fees placed 
majority of Filipinos at a disad- 
vantage and could ultimately dis- 
courage people from seeking re- 
dress in the courts, 

"These increases give the per- 
ception that justice is only for the 
rich in the Philippines,” Cadiz 
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said ina press conference. 

A group of lawyers, led by 
Cadiz and other IBP officers, yes- 
terday marched to Congress to 
impress upon legislators that 
while they favored an increase in 
the judges’ pay and allowances, 
they didnt want this done 
through RA 9227 which pre- 
scribes that the Supreme Cour 
fund the increases through a hike 
in legal fees. 

‘The lawyers said the additional 
‘compensation for judges and jus- 
tices should be given through di- 
rect appropriation by Congress. 

"If the government can afford to 
pay its fat cats a salary of P500,000 
per month, why not increase the 
salary of judges?" said a manifesto 
from the lawyers group. 

‘The group said it was “grossly 
immoral” that the judiciary re- 
ceives a measly 0.9 percent of the. 
national budget when it has 
around 25,000 employees. 

‘They noted that in other coun- 
tries, magistrates and judges 
‘were the highest paid public ser- 
vants. But here, a lawyer in his 
third year in a reputable Makati 
law firm already receives more 
compensation than the Chief Jus- 
tice, the group's manifesto said. 


‘They suggested taking a chunk 
of the P21.6-billion congressional 
pork barrel and giving P7 billion 
‘fit to the judicial branch. 

‘This would make the budget of 
Congress and the judiciary at par 
with each other at 2 percent, the 
lawyers said. 

This will also mean better pay 
packages for judges to attract the 
best and the brightest to the juc 
ciary, and help to insulate the 
Judges from corruption, they said. 

While the IBP petition stressed 
thatit recognized the laws “laudable 
purpose" of ensuring judicial inde- 
pendence by giving additional com- 
pensation to members of the judicia- 
‘yt said the Constitution should not 
be violated in the process. 

Tr said RA 9227 had the unin- 
tended effect of “derogating” the 
right of litigants to a speedy dispo- 

tion of their cases, contrary to the. 
policy set out in the Constitution. 


“Unconstitutional” 

It said the law was “patently 
unconstitutional” as it trans- 
formed court fees into a tax, ora 
revenue-generatíng measure, 

The IBP said that RA 9227 
called the increased salaries “al- 
lowances" and the increased tax- 


es "legal fees” when “in reality 
these are salaries, not allowances. 
and taxes, not legal fees.” 

The law was also unconstitu- 
tional as it delegated "the inher- 
ently legislative power to tax" by 
Congress to the judiciary. 

Tt also noted that RA 9227, being 
a revenue law, should have origi- 
nated in the House of Representa- 
tives and not in the Senate. 

Tr said the law and the imple- 
menting guidelines for the fee 
hikes also violated the Constitu- 
tion's equal protection clause. It 
said the "blanket imposition” of le- 
gal fees for all types of motions was 
clearly prejudicial to the rights of 
litigants as it lumped together the 
legitimate litigants with those who 
file motions that are dilatory or pro 
forma in nature, 

Named respondents inthe peti- 
tion were the Senate through Sen- 
ate President Franklin Drilon, the 
House of Representatives through 
Speaker Jose de Venecia, Budget 
Secretary Emilia Boncodin, the 
Office of the Court Administrator, 
the clerks of the Supreme Court, 
the Court of Appeals, the Sandi- 
ganbayan and the Court of Tax 
Appeals, and various individuals 
serving court processes. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Ms Arroyo's Cabinet men were 
facing graft charges before the 
Sandiganbayan and the Office of 
the Ombudsman, 

‘They include Interior Secretary 
Angelo Reyes, Public Works Sec- 
retary Florante Soriquez, Agric 
ture Secretary Arthur Yap, Ports 
‘Authority head Osear Sevilla and 
Manila Intemational Airport 
General Manager Alfonso Cusi. 

 Hesald Ms Arroyo had also lost 
much of her so-called economic 
"dream team,” including former 
Finance Secretary Isidro Cama- 
cho and Bureau of Intemal Rev- 
enue head Rene Bañez. 

"And what have they done dur- 
ing their four years in power un- 
der (Ms Arroyo) who is supposed 
to be a doctor of economies?” he 
asked. 

Estrada said the poor had be- 
ome poorer and President Ar- 
royo's borrowings bigger than his 
and former President Fidel 
Ramos’, 

“For the first time in history, 
the government is begging for 
‘money. Who's to blame now?" he 


There's hope ... E. 
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thrice aweek trips to the center 
from their home in Parafiaque be- 
cause the family could no longer af- 
ford the P90 fare. 

Now they're back to their old 
schedule. Cherry does not know 
who is paying for their transporta- 
tion, or the therapy that her 
lljearld daughter needs, but 
she's deeply thankful. 

Jheln is affcted with spastic 
diplegian cerebral palsy (CP). She is 
again receiving treatment from vol- 
unter doctors and therapists at the 
center because of the kindness of an 
‘anonymous donor 

‘The PCPI, a 48-year-old institu- 
tion serving’ CP patients, recently 
launched its Patient Aid program to 
help bring poor families to the cen- 
ter located on Sacred Heart Exten- 
sion in Makati, This has made a 
huge difference in the life of the Flo- 
rentinos, whose other child is blind 
andmute. 

“aes very hard," Cheny tells the 
INQURER as she watches her daugh- 
terat play with a therapist, "I cannot. 
‘work because I have to take care of, 
my two kids, who are both disabled. 
Having free therapy and classes for 
Jhelyn means a lot because we can- 
notafford private care.” 

Many of the CP patents come 
from all over Metro Manila, Laguna 
and Cavite, but some travel from as 
faras Banawe and Cagayan Valley to 
avail themselves of the free services 
thatthe center offers, 

"The therapy and classes are free, 
says PCPI administrator Marianita 
‘Ong. “But because ofthe hard times, 
the rising transportation cost, some 
of the patients do not come back 
anymore to continue their treat 
ment,” shesays. 

"The PCP! board decided this year 
toraise funds not only to support the 
centers free services but alsoto meet 
the patients needs, 


Sponsors 

‘The Patient Aid program selects 
indigent patients and looks for spon- 
sors for them, either reimbursing 
their transportation expenses or ac- 
commodating those from te 


For example, whenever they are 
in Metro Manila for therapy, the pa- 
tient and caregiver from Banawe are 
hosted by a well-off family who also 
has a CP patient enrolled in the cen- 
ter, 

"The PCPI center teaches care- 
givers from the provinces basic 
physical and occupational therapy 
for two weeks so that they can ad- 
minister this to CP patients, who 
then come back for a checkup after 
six months. 

"Thats what we do here; Ong 
says. "We ry to teach them to also 
help each other, because ou patients 
come from extreme poles—some 
are quite well-off while others are re- 
ally poor Tulungan lang (esa matter 
of helping one another)" 

‘And the PCPI is in an excellent 
position to teach about helping. 

Te has served about 10,000 pa- 
tients since it was founded by Dr De- 
‘gracias Tablan in 1956 as the Elks 
(Cerebral Palsy Projet. It is the only 
insimtion in the Philippines that 
gives quality care specifically to peo- 
ple with CP 

‘The center provides free physical 
and occupational therapy, special 
education lasses and computer 
skis training to some 200 patients 
every month, 

"Therapy is done thrice a week, 
ard special education classes daily 
from8amto 11am, 

Cerebral palsy is a non-progres- 
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Bunye explained that the Presi 
dent revived the PEA after abol- 
ishing it in 2002 amid the over- 
pricing scandal of a road named | 
after her father because she real- 
ized that its abolition required an ' 
act of Congress. * 

“fia ege created en 
it is subject to Congress (action) 
We ties lE 3P SAEN Y DAN 
Congress on that matter, somet 
has to run the agency,” Bunye said: 

“In the meantime,” he said, 
President wanted the PEA :to 
serve as a "Philippine Recla 
tion Authority" pi 

“In the Presidents view, Mri 
Revilla can fulfill this mandate; 
Bunye said, 

Bunye stressed that Revillds 
position was "different" from that} 
Of PEA general manager and chi 
executive officer Teodoric 
Taguinod's. 

"What Senator Revilla will di 
is to be active on the policy-male 
ing level,” Bunye said. ` 

"This distinction has appare 
worried Revilla, who expresse 
his concern that he would be‘ 
“mere figurehead” at the PEA. $: 
* 


There are many types of CP pa- 
tients. Spastics are stif, ataxics ha 
balance problems, athetoids maiz} 
fest involuntary muscle movements, 
and others are a combination? 
these types. p^ 

Some cases are complicated, 
epilepsy autism, deafness, blindness 
and mental retardation, 

"The PCPI estimates that around 
depu 
sy Most are 
eite eet 
attached to the disease and the ef- 
fort required to assist patiems. 

But some manage to complete 
their studies and develop skills de- 
spite their disability. 

‘Second home 

‘Ong says having a child with CP 
tends to take atoll on marital rela- 
tionships because some husbands 


cannot bear the burden of caring for 
such achild, 
Th mothers are not un- 


usual clients ofthe PCP center. 

Thecenteracceptsall CP patients, 
although it gives priority to those 
who need rehabilitation rather than 
maintenance therapy and those 
who cannot afford private care. 

"The youngest patient at the cen- 
teris a nine month-old baby and the 
eldest is a 53-year-old woman who 
has been coming to the center since 
she was a child. 

"Thisisoursecond home says Fe 
‘Agundo, whose son Richard has 
been receiving therapy at the center 
for the past 20 years. Richard com- 
pleted his special education classes 
atthe center as well. 

“T can ask the other mothers or 
guardians to watch over Richard 
when I have to rush to work, and 
they do the same for me. We all 
know one another here,” says Fe, 
who lives in Makati and does mani- 
cures fora living. 

Having a child with cerebral palsy 
was a very bitter experience for Feat 
the start. But because ofthe help she 
got from friends and the PCPI staff, 
she gradually leamed to accept 
Richard's condition. 

Now, Fe takes pride in the litle 
things that Richard can do, 

She tums wistful as she recounts 
her sons dream of having a van 
someday so that they will not have 
to endure the occasional rejection 
when they hail a tricycle to go to the 
center 


Generosity of strangers 

While many of the therapists and 
doctors at the center are volunteers, 
the PCPI spends at least P300,000 
month for salaried staff members 
‘and the operation of equipment for 
therapy and classes, 

Its funds come mostly from re- 
sponses to mailers that it sends to 
addresses in the phone directory, 
and intemship fees from schools 
who send their students for 
practicum. 

Like is patients, the center has 
survived for almost 50 years through 
the generosity of strangers and med- 
ical expen. f 

The PCPI welcomes any assis-! 
tance in the form of cash, teaching 
materials, equipment such as com- 
puters, supplies, and even personnel! 
who can help in the upkeep of the 
center and its services. (The center 
may be reached at phone number 
890.8838. Cash donations may 
deposited to BPI Account Nà 
3561-0284-77 or picked up by center| 
E 
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ences and begun work on a new cabinet. He 
has also expressed a desire to heal a rift with 
his former boss, sparked when he quit her 
cabinet in March on account of his presiden- 
tial ambitions. 

Anung said Megawatis party would in- 
struct members tà accept the results of the 
election, but would not accept offers to work 
with the new government. “We won't go for 
power sharing,” he said. 


Reliable gauge 

In past elections, early counting has proved a 
reliable guide to final results. Preelection polls 
as well as an independent survey of Monday's 
vote also forecast a victory for the challenger. 

As of Tuesday afternoon, Yudhoyono had 
60.2 percent of the vote, to Megawatis 39.7 
percent. 

The General Election Commission said 
about 122 million votes were cast reflecting 
an 80 percent voter turnout, The new presi- 
dent will be sworn in Oct. 20. 

International monitors at polling stations 
across the vast archipelago said there were no 
“serious problems” with the poll. 

Glyn Ford, head ofa 224-member European 
Union election monitoring team, said it was a 
“genuine democratic election. Indonesia is .. 
the largest Muslim nation. It demonstrates that 
democracy is not culturally bound." 

‘Australian and American officials also 
hailed the peaceful conduct of the poll. "We 
congratulate Indonesia on the conclusion of 
its historic elections,” said Adam Ereli, deputy 
spokesperson of the US State department. 
"These landmark elections set a strong exam- 
ple for the region and emerging democracies 
everywhere.” 

Yudhoyono, 55, studied in the United 
States, He said his priorities were building up 
an economy thatis growing much slower than 
Indonesia neighbors, attacking graft, and 
providing jobs for the country’s 210 million 
people. 

Koran ‘Tempo newspaper reported yester- 
day that he would name some key ministers 
in the next 10 days. His campaign officials de- 
nied this. 


Tough challenges 

‘That Yudhoyono Faces tough challenges is 
more than rhetoric 

‘The world’s fourth most populous nation is 
‘resource-rich but bedevilled by rampant cor- 
ruption, unpredictable courts, weak econom- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


idens lead ... 


YUDHOYONO has not claimed victory but is 
working on a new cabinet. ~ 


ic growth and violent Islamic militants linked 
toal-Qaida. 

As chief security minister, Yudhoyono, a 
secular Muslim, led the fight against al-Qai- 
daclinked extremists. 

“SBY has a very short time to prove himself 
to be effective said Jeffrey Winters, an In- 
donesia expert at Chicago's Northwestern 
University. "If he doesn't produce on the rule 
of law, on corruption, on the economy, on 
jobs, on getting investment going, he's going 
tobe thrown out to in five years.” 

A leader ofthe insurgents fighting Indone- 
sian rule in Aceh province said also yesterday 
that ‘the war" would continue. 

“Yudhoyono is well-educated and he un- 
derstands the political impact and implica- 
tions of dialogue, but he is still a military 
man," Bakhtiar Abdullah, a spokesperson for 
the Free Aceh rebel movement said in a tele 
phone interview from Stockholm, where he 
lives in exile. "Whatever happens in Jakarta is 
irrelevant to the people of Aceh because they 
are still getting killed, tortured and oppressed 
every day. The situation in the field has not 
changed and it will not change.” 

‘Yudhoyono has publicly rejected any possi 
bility of allowing the oil and gas-rich province 
to secede from the sprawling archipelago na- 
tion. Nevertheless, international mediators 
who participated in the stalled talks say they 
expect the peace process to resume under his 
administration, Reuters, AP 
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Country name: Republic of Indonesia. 
Aroa: 4.92m sq km (an archipelago of 
17,508 islands) 


Languages: Bahasa Indonesia (official, 
‘modified form of Malay) English, Dutch, lo- 
cal dialects (especially Javanese) 

Religions: Muslim 88%, Protestant 5%, Ro- 
man Catholic 3%, Hindu 2%, Buddhist 1%, 
other 1% (1998) 

Indonesia has the world's largest Muslim. 
population 

Population: 238.45 million (July 2004 est. 
‘Number of eligible voters: 153.36 milion 
Government type: Republic 

Life expectancy at birth: total population: 
69.26 years 

Malo: 66.84 yoars 

Female: 71.8 years (2004 est.) 

Monotary unit:1 rupiah (Rp) 

Per capita GDP: (purchasing power pari 
‘ty) $3,200 (2003 est.) 

Sources: CIA World Factbook at 
http://wwwcia.gov/cia/publica- 
tions/factbook/geos/id,heml and Jakarta 
Post news report at htp://www.thejakar- 
tapost.com/yesterdayde- 
tail asp2fileid =20040608.A06 


What’s in, 
what’s not 


JAKARTA—Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono's big 
‘win over Megawati Sukarnoputri in Indone- 
sia's presidential election will mean some 
changes to the world’s most populous Muslim 
nation. Other things could remain the same. 

‘A guide to what's in and whats not: 

© Cabinet—Yudhoyono is giving no hints 
but all eyes are on the positions of finance 
minister and attorney general. Markets want 
Boediono, the current finance minister who is 
‘widely respected, to stay. 

The attorney generals job, critical to bat 
tling endemic graft, could go to fiery human 
rights lawyer Todung Mulya Lubis or former 
dissident and lawyer Marsillam Simanjuntak. 
Both are highly respected and the appoint. 
ment of either would send a strong message 
that Yudhoyono is serious about tackling graft. 

‘© Policies—Expect few big differences. 
Yudhoyono and Megawati are secular Muslim 
nationalists, although the former general 
might be tougher on terror. Fiscal policy 
should remain prudent, although Yudhoy- 
‘ono’s running mate, businessman Jusuf Kalla, 
wants more spending to boost job growth—a 
key campaign promise, This could influence 
the finance minister appointment. 

‘© Cabinet meetings—Expect Yudhoyono to 
lead the meetings unlike Megawati who took a 
passive role, underscoring what many analysts 
said was her lack of depth on key issues 

© Style—Yudhoyono's cautiousness is leg- 
endary and makes some wonder if he has the 
character to take a stick to Indonesia's vested 
interests. But he is at ease with the media and 
Indonesians can expect to hear often from 
their new president, unlike Megawati who was 
uncomfortable in the spotlight, spoke through 
proxies and was noted for prickly responses to 
Teporters at her rare news conferences. After 
three years under Megawati, the presidential 
palace will probably get a spokesperson again. 

* Democracy—Indonesia’s first direct presi- 
dential poll showed Indonesians want cleaner and 
more responsive government from Jakarta. A big 
question remains whether Yudhoyono’s popular 
mandare will be enough to take on parliament, 
where a coalition critics see as representing the 
“old” Indonesia accounts for 5S percent of seats. 
Parliament is crucial to getting legislation passed 
and approval for key financial policies and senior 
police and military appointments. 

* Spouses— Megawatis tycoon husband, 
Taufik Kiemas, attracted bags of controversy 
over his business and political interests. This 
year Kiemas accused Yudhoyono of childish 
behavior ina public row that accelerated Yud- 
hoyono's resignation from Megawat?’s cabi- 
net. Yudhoyono's wife, Kristiani Herrawati, 
has moved into politics, assuming a deputy 
chair position in her husband's infant Demo- 
crat Party. Her father was Sarwo Edhie Wi- 
bowo, a key figure in Indonesia's feared spe- 
cial forces, Kopassus. Reuters 
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Iraqi militants ... 


From page AL 


in 24 hours unless female in- 
mates were released from the 
Abu Ghraib and Umm Qasr jails, 
‘The US military has denied 
holding any female prisoners in 
either of those two jails, saying 
only two women were in its cus- 
tody in Iraq. The two, dubbed 
“Mrs Anthrax" and “Dr Germ” by 
US forces, are accused of working 
on Saddam Hussein's weapons 
programmes, and are being held 
ata secret high-security camp. 


Number one enemy 

Washington says Zarqawi, a 
Jordanian, is its number one ene- 
my in Iraq, His group has claimed 
responsibility for most of the 
bloodiest suicide attacks in Iraq 
since Saddam was overthrown. 
Zarqawi's group also beheaded 
US telecoms engineer Nicholas 
Berg in May, and South Korean 
driver Kim Sun-ilin June. 

In Mondays videotape, the 
militants statement ridiculed the 
US president and promised Iraqi 
women that their honor would be 
protected. "Oh, you Christian dog 

, stop your arrogance. The 
mujahideen will give America a 
taste of the degradation you have 
inflicted on the Iraqi people,” the 
statement said. 

Pan-Arab television station Al- 
Jazeera showed brief clips of the 
video, with an announcer saying, 
“[We] will not show the full video 
because of the violent scenes.” 
Parts of the footage were also 
shown on Al-Arabiya TV 

‘The United States has offered 
$25 million for information lead- 
ing to the death or capture of Zar- 
qawi, and has launched a series 
of air strikes on the tebel-held 
city of Falluja, west of Baghdad, 
targeting suspected  hideouts 
used by his followers. 


Families’ pleas 

Hensley's wife Patty, in an in- 
terview with CNN, pleaded for 
his release for the sake of their 
13-year-old daughter. 

“I would plead with them to 
please realize [that] this man 
does not deserve this fate,” she 
said, "T want them to understand 
that he has no political value 
whatsoever. He was just there do- 
ing a service for the raqi people.” 

Bigleys family appealed to 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair 
for help. 

His brother Philip said in a 
statement broadcast on Sky News 
television: “If nothing is done, 
then the two remaining hostages 
"will die by the most horrific 
means, Prime Minister, we as a 
family are begging you, please 
helpus.” 


TWO unidentified women in 


ARMSTRONG: Gory end at the 
hands of merciless terrorists, a 


Bigley’s son, Craig, in his own 
statement aired on the BBC, 
asked Blair "to consider the 
amount of bloodshed already suf- 
fered.” 


Hostage crisis 

More than a dozen hostages 
are being held in Iraq and threat- 
ened with death unless their cap- 
tors demands are met. 

‘Two French journalists were 
seized a month ago, and two fe- 
male Talian aid workers were 
kidnapped in broad daylight in 
central Baghdad earlier dis 
month. 

Over the weekend, a statement 
purportedly from the group hold- 
ing the Frenchmen said they were 
no longer captives but had agreed 
to stay with the group for some 
time to cover its activities. 

French President Jacques 
Chirac issued a fresh plea on 
Monday for their release. He said 
his reaction to the Killing of Arm- 
strong was one of “horror and in- 
comprehension.” 

"Of course 1 think of the two 
French hostages and their Syrian 
companion—two men who were 
only doing their job, and doing no 
harm to anyone," he said at the 
United Nations. “I appeal solemn- 
ly again to justice and humanity, 
so that our two journalists and 
their companion be returned to 
freedom.” 

There has been no word on the 
fate of the Italians. An Internet 
statement purportedly from Zar- 
qawis group said on Monday that 
{twas nor holding them. 

‘Another guerrilla group has 
threatened to Kill 10 workers 
from a US-Turkish firm unless 
their company stopped doing 
business in Iraq within three 
days. Most of the workers seized 
are believed to be Turkish. 

Reuters, AP AFP 
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llsdale, Michigan, cry duringa 


memorial service for Eugene Armstrong. The former Michigan 
resident was abducted and killed in Iraq on Monday. 


"Treat itchy, smelly athlete's foot with Clotrimazole 


Caneste Cream. And to prevent fungi from coming 


back, Use Canesten Foot Powder everyday. It’s a 


combination of Clotrimazole, an anti-fungal agent, 


and a pharmaceutical powder formulation clinically 


proven to effectively absorb 


moisture. So feet stay dry and 


protected from re-infection. 


3trimazolf| 
ANESTEN* 


From the anti-fungal brand 


most prescribed by doctors. 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2004 


Grimend Bus route 


for tot 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


IN ANTICIPATION of the heavy 
A SYEAR-OLD boy was discov- traffic that comes with the 
ered dead with 20 stab wounds Christmas season, — the 
by his grandfather inside their Metropolitan Manila Develop- 
house in Malate, Manila, yester- ment Authority (MMDA) has de- 
day afternoon. cided to revive the Organized 
Clarence Racho, was found Bus Route (OBR) scheme to lim- 
dead at 1 p.m. yesterday inside it the number of passenger bus- 
their house at Camachile comer eson Edsa. 
Singalong Street. "There are too many buses on 
Thitial reports showed that the Edsa that cause severe congestion 
boy's parents, Rene and Marlene, in the main thoroughfare,” said 
had a fight early in the morning. MMDA Traffic Operations Center 
Marlene left the house later. Executive Director Angelito 
When the boys grandfather Vergel de Dios. 
came to check on Clarence, he Vergel de Dios said many ofthe 
saw his grandson's bloodied buses travel half-full even during 
body, already lifeless. Investiga- peak hours. 
tors are now looking for Rene to The MMDA introduced the 
shed light on the incident. OBR scheme late last year to pre- 


vent passenger buses from plying 
Edsa at the same time. 

Under the scheme, the buses 
would be kept in endpoint ter- 
minals and then sent out de- 
pending on the number of pas- 
sengers along Edsa at a given 
time. 


scheme. 


Christmas. 


. METRO 
scheme revived on Edsa > 


Baclaran where they had re- 
cently embarked on a partial 
implementation of 


Vergel de Dios said the OBR 
would be fully operational before 


‘Just because we did not suc- 


A 


ad ASSEN St Se Sa — EN, 


politicians, and the lack of sup- 
port from bus operators and 
drivers had caused the past OBR 
dry runs to fail. 

He said most of Edsa's 6,000 
bus drivers were not aware of the. 
new scheme because of the lack 
of coordination with their opera- 


their terminals. The cards en- 
sure that the buses do not over- 
take each other, and so that 
they move systematically in 
single file on Edsa's yellow 
lane. 

Vergel de Dios said the 
drivers were not aware of the 


the 


‘Vergel de Dios said they had ceed in our past attempts to im- tors. cards’ importance during the 
identified endpoint terminals at plement the OBR does not mean dry runs. Out of the 1,000 
the Food Terminal Inc. (FTD in that we should give up on it," Seminars queue cards distributed, only a 
Taguig, Alabang in Muntinlupa Vergel de Dios stressed, adding To solve the problem, the few made their way back to the 
City domestic airport in Pasay that the OBR could be the long- drivers were made to go through MMDA. Vergel dé Dios said they 
Ging Fairview in Quezon City, and awaited solution to Edsa's traffic halfday seminars on the basic also encountered problems 
Malanday in Valenzuela City for woes. rules and regulations of the with mall owners who insisted 


thereimplementation of the pro- 


ps 


Terminals 

The traffic director said they 
have two existing endpoint ter- 
minals in Navotas and 


Em 
STICKY BUSINESS 


(mulcting) drive to regain the public's trust in the police. 


Interior Secretary Angelo Reyes (center) and Philippine National Police Director Edgar Aglipay attach 
Komunidad Kontra Kotong (KKK) stickers on a jeepney as part of the PNP"s continuing anti- "kotong" 
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Towing case takes ugly turn 


By Tina G. Santos. 


CALOOCAN:City Mayor Enrico 
Echiverri is facing several charges 
after he had cancelled the con- 
tract of a firm that had secured 
the exclusive parking and towing 
rights in the city because of al- 
leged violations. 

The charges have been 
lodged in the Office of the Om- 
budsman and the Office of the 
President. 

Rogelio Tan, president and 
general manager of Jadewell 
Parking Systems is seeking 
Echiverr’s removal from his 
post for allegedly violating the 
Local Government Code, the An- 

Graft and Corrupt Practices 
‘Act and the Code of Ethical 
Standards, and for allegedly vi- 
lating the Constitution, dis- 
honesty, oppression, miscon- 
duct in office and abuse of 
thority. 

‘Tan filed the complaint after 
Echiverri canceled his contract 
to operate a pay parking system 
in the city forged with the previ- 
ous administration two years 
ago. 

Last week, Echiverri also or- 
dered the banning of all tow- 
ing services in the city, includ- 
ing those accredited by the 
Metropolitan Manila Develop- 
ment Authority and the North- 
ern District "Traffic Enforce- 


ment Group, citing com- 
plaints of exorbitant fees, and 
abuses by traffic and law en- 
forcers. 

Tan claimed that he was con- 
demned without trial, adding 
that he even tried to talk to the 
mayor to find out the reason for 
the cancellation, bur he had been 
ignored, 

Filing the cases was a “last 
resort,” he said, since he was 
left with no better option. The 
businessman said he had in- 
vested P3S million im the 
Caloocan project, and had ex- 
pected to break even in five 
years. j 

Echiverri remained unfazed, 
explaining he only implement- 
ed a city ordinance suspending 
the firm's operations because of 
numerous complaints from mo- 
torists. The mayor also alleged 
i that Jadewell had not been pay- 
ing the right amount as stipu- 
lated in the contract. Jadewell 
was reportedly paying the city 
government only five percent, 
instead of the agreed 20 per- 
cent of gross profit or 50 pe: 
cent of net profit, whichever is 
higher. 

Tan appealed to Echiverri to 
give him a chance to explain his 
side, adding that he was willing 
to withdraw the charges if 
Echiverri agrees to.discuss the is- 
sue with him. 
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Muslim leader 
gunned down 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


THE CHIEF of the civilian component of the 
Philippine National Police's anti-illegal 
drugs campaign in Taguig, Metro Manila, 
was shot to death by still unidentified men in 
front of his house in Maguindanao St. corner 
Barangay road, Maharlika Village Monday 
afternoon. 

Hadji Samier Esmael, 38, was also the 
president of the Council of Elders of the 
Southern police district, according to 
Taguig chief of police, SuptRamon 
Reyes. 


Well-revered 

He was also the administrator of the Blue 
Mosque in Maharlika Village. 

The council of elders is composed of Chris- 
tian and Muslim leaders who maintain peace 
and order in the area. 

Reyes said the victim was a big help in pur- 
suing criminals in Taguig. 

"The victim could have could have gotten 
the ire of drug lords and had him killed,” 
Reyes said. 

According to witnesses, the suspects 
even shook hands with the victim before 
the others started shooting Esmael from 
behind. 

Esmael suffered multiple gunshot wounds 
on the head and body. 

The suspects also took the victim's firearm 
and cell phone. 

Police said the suspects left the scene riding 
ina motorcycle with the body marking "MTO- 
DA” 


Son unharmed 

The 12-year-old son of the victim, who was 
with him when the incident took place, was 
‘not hurt. 

A certain Benzar Tinggahan was al- 
legedly hit during the crossfire, and was 
immediately brought to a hospital for 
treatment. 

Police recovered several empty shells and 
slugs from the crime scene. 


He added that they would be 
imposing stiffer fines and more 
stringent measures to ensure the 
projects success. 

Vergel de Dios said the recent 
elections that would have made 
its implementation unpopular for 


scheme. 

The MMDA would also be 
stricter about queue cards they 
‘would distribute to the drivers, 
Vergel de Dios added. 

The queue cards are issued 
to bus drivers when they leave 


on collecting high terminal 
fees. 

The OBR, which was first im- 
plemented in December last year, 
was temporarily suspended last 
March at the onset of the national 
elections. 


Astab at land 
ownership 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


‘THE REAL ESTATE company that owns the 
land where 6,000 families have been relocat- 
ed in Marikina City is not keen on demolish- 
ing the structures in the area. 

Buddy Joaquin of Edgewater Realty Devel- 
opment Inc. said that despite the court rulings 
in his favor, he would rather have the settlers 
of Tumana District buy the land than drive 
them away. “What I want is to give them the 
first chance to buy the land,” Joaquin told In- 
Quien. He is set to talk with the residents on 
Saturday. 

The Tumana District is one of the city’s 
largest resettlement sites. Residents here, 
‘numbering up to 10,000, face eviction after 
the courts rescinded the memorandum of 
agreement (MOA) the city entered into with 
Edgewater in 1994. Higher courts have af- 
firmed the decision of the lower court. The 
courts said Marikina did not keep its end of 
the agreement. By rescinding the MOA, the 
courts effectively declared the settlers as 
“squatters” anew. 

^ want to sell it to them. They can borrow 
the money from Pag-ibig,” Joaquin said. Un- 
der this system, Pag-ibig could pay Edgewater 
in full, while the residents pay Pag-ibig in 20 
1025 years. 
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ANTI-KOTONG' DRIVE 


4 Metro cops nabbed 


By Nancy C. Carvajal Razon also stressed that ing previous dialogues, ac- licemen equipped with cell 
the campaign against ex- cording to Razon, adding phones, video cameras and 
HALF of those arrested for tortion is not only limited * thathe had formed a“ fleet radios. Riding tandem on 
extortion (kotong) and rob- to low ranking policemen. watch” that would tap board motorcycles, the po- 
bery since January of this _ He cited as example the members of the transport licemen are tasked to re- 
year were policemen. head ofthe Southern Police sector as the command's, spond immediately once 
‘National Capital Region Division, Supt. Enecito eyes and ears on the’ they receive a complaint. 
Chief, Police Director Aveli- Ubales, who has been re- streets. "The teams are from the 
moRazonJrsaidthatoutof lieved from his post andis A weekly dialogue with Regional Intelligence and 
90 arrests made, 44 were now under investigation. leaders of major transport Investigation Division of 
Metro policemen, 38 were — Ubaleswasreassigned to organizations in Metro Metro Manila's five police 
traffic enforcers of the the regional headquarters Manila would also be con- districts. 
Metro Manila Development pending results of the in- ducted to thresh out prob- — An Anti-"Kotong” Watch 
Authority and from local vestigation, Razon added. lems between drivers and Center (tel. no 838-0434) 
governmentunits,andnine Complaints against lawenforcers. has also been set up to 
Were civilians posing as po- Ubales had been aired by In addition, Razon said make reporting exto 
licemen or taffic en- leaders of transport and an “honestyteam" was cre- activities easier for the 
forcers. truckers organizations dur- ated composed of four po- public. 
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Dolphins gun for 1st NC crown: 


PCU bench; San Beda Cubs seek 15th junior title * 
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Coach Tolentino returns to 


By Jasmine W. Payo Jj 


COACH Loreto Tolentino will be the first. 
to admit that luck played a huge part in 
the PCU Dolphins’ Game 1 triumph in 
the NCAA senior basketball Finals. 
"i was an even matchup. Te was the breaks of 
the game (that decided it),"he said. 
‘Tolentino is hoping for the same fortune today 
when the Dolphins vie for their first champi- 
onship crown against the University of Perpetual A 
Help Altas in Game 2 of their best-of three tle SUUM EU E rape, 6 
series at the Araneta Coliseum. Ste E Y Bear ie Ny: 
Philippine Christian University found a savior 
in sophomore Jason Castro, who drained a 
game-winning triple in the final four seconds 
that rattled the rim before sinking for a dramatic. 
70.68 victory that put the Dolphins on te 
threshold of their first-ever title, 
The match is set at 4 p.m., preceded by the ju- 
rir championship 

‘battle between San Be- 


] 
ESTOON, | da and Levan andthe 
domna | Seb ceremonies 
Latran(ir-Game2 | Honoring the season's 

| Finals) ip inda per 
380 pm—Avarding | Pme. 

Ceremonies The Dolphins won 


Game 1 despite the ab- 
seme of Tolentino, 
who served his one 
game suspension for 
excessive complaining 
during PCU' semifinal game against Letra 

‘Tolentino stayed at the dugout, while his 25- 
year-old son Elvis took over the bench. 

Perpetual, on the other hand, is looking for 
more than just plain and simple good fortune 
when it tries to force a winner-take-all show- 
down on Friday. 

"It will be about defense. We have to limit 
their scoring in order to bounce back,” said Altas 
coach Bai Cristobal, who was reportedly suffer- 
{ng from an ailment the past two days. 

And it wasnt just Castro's clutch three-pointer 
that made Cristobal sick. 

Dolphins main man Robert Sanz finished with 
18 points and Rookie of the Year shoo-in Gabby 
Espinas posted another double-double períor- 


4pm.—Perpetua vs 
POU (Srs-Game 2 
Fins] 


be given away) 


‘mance with 16 poins and 13 rebounds. i 1 
Perpetual drew the usual stellar performance lo. GMA and Luzon subset ages ea Jaws 
from Noy Javier, who drained seven triples fora. 
season-high 32 points, bat got ide help from a ^ D 
the team’s other lead cores 4er TN «D Y 
nad iz Ban 125 pe) bri | ten eei mpm Ei da a 
points, while Viadimir Joe (2 pog) scored seven. ap feng sem Beer’ :: c5: TA e % Way Panty ES 
monomer MM e T e Se PMSA es EY 
ee ee ana daar ve v Me er SUM cR SO M Aer PCP 
the win. ls going to be hard if we give them  — ——üt 
hope)" said Tolentino. | wallpapers : animated éretinge 
Son Beda also hopes to close out Letran for an 
unprecedented 15th high school tle when the 


two teams meet at 2 p.m. The Red Cubs took 
Game 1 ofthe best-of three, 87-77. 
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will join the national team to the World " i 
Chess Olympiad slated Oct. 14.31 in Major- 
ca, Spain. Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


Come together at 7 


Everyone deserves a treat. : 
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Spartan SEAG 
calls for fewer 
golds at stake 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


ics: PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER er tein 


NEXT year's Southeast Asian Games in Manila will not on- 


ly be austere in terms of hosting costs but also in the num- 


Ber of gold medals to be contested. 


The target is 400 gold medals or 
less when the country takes its turn. 
to host the biennial Games in 
November 2005, according to the 
Philippine Olympic Committee. 

‘Which events to be cut from 
which sports disciplines will be tack- 
Jed by the SEAG Federation council 
when it convenes on Oct. 11-12 at 
the New World Hotel. 

Thirty or so delegates from 11 
member nations will decide the fi- 
mal list of SEAG events, which is cur- 
rently pegged at 412 in the34sports 
approved for inclusion. 


Sources at the POC said the fed- 


eration is likely to slash the numit 


of events in wushu and shooting, 


among others. 


| 


SUBIC BEACH VOLLEY: Subic Bay Metropeltan Authority dui Felicito Payumo 


and former PSC commissioner Tisha Abundo watch footage of the 2004 Petron Ladies Beach 


ber 
25 atthe Sub 


‘Wushu listed 28 gold medals to 


be disputed, exceeding the new 
SEAG requirement of 5 percent of 
the total number of golds at stake. 
Shooting has 18 golds on the menu. 


Swimming and track and fi 
dangle the most number of g 
medals with 43 each, but 
sources said is unlikely th 
events wil be reduced beca 
these are centerpiece events. 


TELEVISION motoring program Auto Review marks 
its 10h year with the staging of the frst Auto Review 
10K Run for Road Safety and Courtesy on Oct. 10 at 
tho Cultural Center complex in Pasay City. The advo= 
cacy run, intended to promote awareness on road 
‘safety, is open to all runners and wil also have a SK 
Open and Sponsors category and 3K run for children 
12years and below in an out-and-back course that 
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SS THUNDERBIN 


"uy the following Thunderbird products: Thunderbird The schedule for the draws are as follows: 


Enertone, and Thunderbird Bexan XP. | 
2Enclese In a legal size envelope the empty packs of 
Thunderbird Bexan XP, Thunderbird Enertone and 


any of the two Thunderbird Muiti-Grain products: 
j; then write your name, 
Ai aaron, onone nomen sonne ana 


(Concentrate or Conditioner) 


Tama ote re in a pl 


it monthly draw: 
2d monthly draw: 
‘3rd monthly draw: 
Grand draw: 


‘October 3, 2004. 
November 7, 2004 
December 5, 2004, 
January 9, 2005, 


7.Each monthly winner will get a gamefowl 
Power Trio plus Thunderbird gift packs, while 
| the grand dr 
‘Gamefow! Power Trio plus a Breeder's 


winners will each get 


"Showcase, - 
|B.Winners can. choose their Power Trio from 
“the following bloodlines: Sweater, Found 
nh. " 


Volleyball on a gant screen during yesterday's PSA Forum at the Manila Pavilion. Joyce Anne — | 
Realeza (eh) one of the players whoatiendd the fru, wil again competein the thirdieg of 
244 


sand courts 


sand. mmcusemao | 


Motoring program readies 10-K run 


Wil traverse Roxas Blvd, Ron de los Reyes, producer- 
host of motoring show Auto Review and two-time 
Henry Ford Motoring Journalism awardee, said regis- 
tration is ongoing at 5 Agusan Street, Sta. Mesa 
Heights, Quezon City. For inquiries, call 742-0283 or 
742-3091. Initial sponsors include Caltex Phils., Ac- 
‘el, Sports Gear, Asahi Glass Corp., Isuzu Phils, Ford 
Group, Mitsubishi Motors, Toyota Volo, Red Bul. 
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Tan Ho, Alcantara 
stun seeds, join 
Olivarez in 2nd rd 


FILIPINOS Joshua Tan Ho and Francis Casey Al- 
cantara ousted their seeded rivals yesterday to 
reach the second round of the Futures Founda- 
tion-Asian Tennis Federation 14-Under Series at 
the Viares Sports Genter in Pasig i. 

“Tan Ho overpowered fourth seed Bo Zin of 
Myanmar 6.0, 60, to advance against compatri- 
at John Frane Gil Largo, who downed Christian 
Lee of Malaysia, 6-1, 7:6 (8). 

Alcantara stunned Myanmars Min Tar Pho, 7- 
5,62, to set up a clash with Malaysia's Zhia Hwa 
Chong, who routed Juan Fidel Regis, 6-1, 6-0. 

Pablo Olivarez, seeded first in this weeklong 
event sponsored by the Australian Open, demol- 
ished qualifier Simon Samaniego, 6:0, 6-0, to ad- 
vance against Malaysian Mark Pee Kwang Xin, 
who thumped Filipino Kim Ivor Saraza, 6-0, 6-1. 

Alo scoring upsets were wild card Roman Flo- 
reza who shot down No.5 Ken Patrick Arevalo, 6- 
2, 6-2; Mark Balce who whipped No7 Gerald 
Michael Ngo, 63, 63; and Miguel Narvaez who 
lasted No. 8 Mohd Fazre of Malaysia, 6:2, 6-1. 

Ores Abed C: Espoo. 1, 69K Abadla P 
Megat. 62.62:8 Org Syd d Pra 4,625 Sinos aK 
riora E BON uny (uyanma) d R Pages 63648. 
Tin isi) LE Oh 6,62.) fend E Lo 62.64 
Gic Quad Bata 62 BA Palm MS. 60.6 
ik Samo d M Ra 80.608 Siriano d S Dum 60,5. 


THE RESULT, a second-round knockout by 
a well-loved former world boxing champ, 
‘was sensational 

Nobody, except maybe Bernard Hopkins, 
could be gladder than Gerry Peñalosa after 
he scored that swift stoppage over a young 
‘Thai in Mandaue City on Sunday. 

Tt was straight out ofa movie, great for a 
fighter on a comeback trail. 

It was perfect, Except for a hideous twist 
inthe ending, 

Peñalosa played his role to the letter, His 
foe overdid the vitim’s part in the script. 

After suffering two knockdowns, Thai- 
land's Samingkao Chautiful fainted when 
Peñalosa moved in for the kill 

No kidding. The Thai fell without taking 
another punch. 

‘Warned the insightful chronicler Dennis 
Principe: "Wanna see how Peñalosa 
stopped his Thai foe just by his mere act of 
throwing a punch? Watch IBC News 
Tonight, 10:30 p.m. on IBC 1 

That was on Sunday. 

Tt was the last thing P like to see—unac- 
ceptable on-fight kindness from a visiting 
boxer. 

1 skipped the newscast which Principe 
himself ably hosts. 

Yesterday, Dennis Principe was on print, 
this time reporting from ringside for the 
Manila Bulletin: 

“Peñalosa made a successful comeback 
from retirement with a second-round 
knockout of a Thai youngster who, fearing 
more punishment, appeared to have 
feigned being knocked down without tak 
inga punch." 

Jr was an honest, accurate reportage. 

Except for one thing: it was far from a 
successful comeback. 

‘Whoever hired the Thai comedian as Pe- 
ñalosa's partner in his return appearance 
did the former world champ a great disser- 
vice, 

Why? Well, it did not help push Gerry 
Boy's worth halfa notch. 

Peñalosa had asked fora mean and wor- 
thy foe. 

He was handed out an early Christmas 
gih. 

So where does Peñalosa go from here? 

His career continues to be hounded by 
bad luck since his aborted WBC super fly- 
weight title defense against Joel Luna 
Zarate, when he suffered a cut in the sec 
ond round and the ring at the Cuneta As- 
trodome collapsed with former President 
Fidel Ramos on top. 

“That was on April 25, 1998. 


Peñalosa: From tragedy to comedy 


Bare Eve LAM 
S eg 

Meanwhile, there are heartwarming 
reports that Pefalosa’s former wife is 
now doing well in London with her two 
daughters, whom Gerry must've seen for 
the last time in a tragie dugout reunion 
minutes before that fateful defense 
against Zarate. 

‘Texted a friend from Cebu: "The ex-wife, 
Esper had gotten an annulment and is now 
enjoying good income working in UK. Got 
brand new cat Two daughters studying in 
good school.” 

Added the texter: “tës a pity; kawawa si 
Gerry Ensayado, in tip-top condition but no 
good promoter like Any Rudy Salud. Gerry 
‘slike theLost Command.” 

Now, enough of that tsismis and back in- 
tothering 

After repeated title tries, a momentary 
retirement, lods of hard work, last Sun 
day's comedy was the least Peñalosa had 
deserved 

Given a better promoter who could 
have demanded a certified rop-rate op 
ponent, Peñalosa should've been well 
Back on the rond to another world title 
crack today. 

Problem, It was not the first time we had 
to host sickening Thai patsies, either tuk- 
tuk drivers or waiters, hauled over here 
and fitted boxing gloves to play the role of 
willing victims to the hilt 

The Games and Amusements Board 
could insist it could not do anything about 
the repeated farce 

Truth is that Thai fight managers and 
promoters appear tobe just returning the 
Compliment: 

Yes, itt open knowledge that, with the 
GAB playing blind, the Philippines also 
continues ro export ready-to-lose boxers to 
Thailand ` 

Despite their hideous records, Pinoy 
boxers are certified to travel, compere 
andare routinely fed to their Thai foes to 
the delight of blood-thirsty ringside 
fans. 

"Too bad Peñalosa had to fall victim to 
this official responsi 

Akter what he had done to the country, 
comic relief was the lost thing Gerry Boy 
needed. 
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SPORTS 


Huskers debu 


‘THE QUEZON Province Huskers bat- 
tle Lactovitale-Cebu Province in the 
inaugural of the United Regional Bas- 
ketball League at 1:30 p.m. on Satur- 
day at the New Cebu Coliseum. 

‘This will be the first time that Quezon, under 
the helm of Gov. Wilfrido Enverga, takes a direct 
involvement in basketball. 

‘Handled by veteran coach Francis Rodriguez, 
the team took on the moniker Huskers to empha- 
size the importance of Quezon's coconut industry. 


SPORTSWATCH 
PBA hits Robinson's malls 


PBA FANS get a chance to interact with their favorite 
players outside of he playing venue as the pro 

league ined up a series of activities at the various 
Robinson's malls beginning Saturday. Dubbed "One- 
‘on-One at Robinson Malls" the event features 
touring displays like hand and shoe prints, a photo 
‘aller, a giant inflatable basketball hoop, jersey and 
PBA merchandise booths. The PBA interactive cen- 
ters are setup on two designated Robinson's malls 
each week til Oct. 31 to be spiced up by a rotation of 
Visits by the players. Robinson's Place-Manila and 
Robinsonis-Cainta wil stage the inaugurals Sept. 25- 
Oct. 3 with Robinson’s-Novalices and Robinson's- 
Imus as the next hosts on Oct. 4-10. The event, or- 
ganized by the PBA Properties Inc. and supported by 
Accel, Fedex, Mall and More, and Air 21, is also ex- 
pected to drum up interest in the pro league, which 
kicks off its new season on Oct. 3 with the start of 
‘the PBA Al-Fiipino Cup pitting San Miguel Beer ver- 
sus Talk "N Text at the Araneta Coliseum. 


Trento FC tops Agusan tilt 
THE TRENTO Woodcarvers Footbal Ciub beat de- 
fending champion Pati-ay National High School 2-1, 
ina shoot-out to taka the top trophy ofthe Red Rib- 
ton Football Fiesta at the D.O. Plaza Memorial Sports 
Complexin Prosperidad, Agusan el Sur. The Trento 
Squad ha to travel two hours before cinching the 
Victory, which ended at 1-1 afar regulation ona goal 
‘each by Romer John Cultura of Pata in the 18th 
minute and Jimbou Sinangote of he Woodcarvers. In 
the shoot-out, Jonmar By, Woodcarvers' goalkeeper, 
Barred away four attempts to be the day's hero. 
Patsy National High's Rollo Duran was named 
Most Valuable Player of the tournament. 


Greenwich draws 26 schools 
TWENTY-SIX high school teams wil see action in the 
inaugural Greenwich Giris rational Volleybal Tour- 
‘rament starting Sept. 25 at the Rizal High Schoolin 
Pasig Giy Among the schools are Colegio San 
Agustin, Assumption College, Grace Cnristan Schoo, 
St Paul-Pasig, Woodrose Alabang. OB Montessori 
Greenhills, Rizai High School, Dian Preparatory 
School Hope Christan School, Reey Inerrational, 
St Francis Schoo Manila, O8 Montessori Las Piñas, 
(08 Montessori Sta. Ana, ICA Dasmariñas, St Mary's 
Academy, Cartas Don Bosco CA Greenhils, Olvarez 
Colege. Miriam Colege, Emilo Aguinaldo College, St 
“Jude Caholt School, Tit College. International 
School Manila, Poveda Learning School, Southvile 
int Schol and JASMS. 


GCAP derby resumes 

SONNY Lagon of Cebu and partners Ramon Man- 
cenares and Tony Faustino of Davao, the current 
leaders in the Stagighter ftne Year race, ty to 
maintain their shaky lead when the Gentlemen Cock- 
ers Association of the Philippines (SCAP) 5-Stag 
Derby series resumes tonight at the Las Piñas oli 
‘seum. This wil be the third of the sever-teg derby 
Series. The fourth leg unfolds on Sept. 28. Mean- 
‘wile Las Piñas Coliseum also presents the Clan 
Up stag Derby on Oct. 25. For detalls, contact 
8743910 and 8731040 or 0920-5609404. 


Sagupaan event tomorrow 
THE CLASH of Metro Manila and Centrai Luzon 
cockers takes place tomorrow at he Pampanga 
Coliseum in San Fernando City. Dubbed as the 
Sagupaan Complexor 3000 5-Stag Derby, the 
event stakes P500.00. The Metro Manila and 


Central Luzon teams wil be fielding in highly tout- 
ed cockers in the event with an entry fee of 
P22,000, with a minimum bet of P11,000. For in- 
quiries, contact 6963943 and 6398365. 


LGBA series unfurls 

THE LGBA stag series 2004 unfurl Sept 25 at 
Roligon Mega Cockpit forthe frs round eliminations. 
‘ation shits to Araneta Coliseum on Sept. 27 and 29 
forthe second-round eliminations and championship. 
‘Among th favoritas on the first day of elimiatons at 
Roligon are the entes of Sonny Lagon, Jaime Aran- 
Gia, Josy Lapid and Baby Canis; Dr. Ayong Lorenzo, 
Charie Carlos and Dr Ding Jose, and Wison Go and 
Don Neil de la Peña. For deta, cal 8287808/924- 
5072 (eletan), 9245051 local 128 or through 0920- 
5851940 (Look for Taz Lunasco} 


Scribe’s dad passes away 
MAXIMO B. Oredo S, athar of Tumbok sportswriter 
Lito Ordo, joined our Creator last Sept. 18 at the age 
of 72 due to carla arrest His body les in state at 
the San Jose chapel in Mandaluyong City. He is sur- 
vive by wife Obdulia ana chidren Nep, Nap, Adam, 
dose, Imelda, Lito, Maximo Je and Gabrie. Interment 
Wit be on Friday at Mandaluyong Catholic Cemetery 
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Mutititied M. Lhuillier Kwarta Padala of Cebu 
City and the Ilocos Sur Snipers collide at 3 pm. 
Both games will be aired Ive over ABCS from 1- 
5 p.m. with the support of adidas. 

‘Meanwhile, URBL Commissioner Ramon Fer- 
nandez said he hopes to spark greater interest in 
sports nationwide through the URBL. 

Guesting at the PSA Forum at the Manila Pavil- 
ion yesterday Fernandez said the URBL hopes to 
create hometown heroes that wil inspire the 
youth in their respective provinces to get into 
spons and physical finess. 


Aguilar rules 


ROXAS CITY—Sevenstime national champion 
Glen Aguilar underscored his biling as the coun- 
trjs No. 1 rider by ruling the kickoff leg of the 
2004 Camel Supercross Championship Series 
here Sunday. 

Aguilar swept all four races in the centerpiece 
Pro 125 and Pro Open categories to make a big 
head start in this three-part series organized by the 
National Motorcycie Sports and Safety Assocation 
(Namssa) and sponsored by Camel cigarettes. 

The multttled campaigner from Las Piñas 
City and reigning FIM-Asian champion outdu- 
eled veteran Jovie Saulog of Shell Speedshoppe 
and Bebet de la Cruz of Caltex before an overflow 
crowd at the Roxas City Stadium. 

“Tm just so glad to win this prestigious event.” 
said Caltex rider Aguilar, whose victory boosted his 
‘chances to represent the country in the FIM-Asian 
Supercross Championships in Macau next month. 

Camel brand marketing manager Edward 


Az 


Gonzales gains | 
| nat'l chess lead , 


TAGAYTAY CITYInternational Master 
| denen Gonzales pose tbid right 
win at the expense of National Master | 
|. Roland Joseph Perez in the fifth round 
yesterday to share the lead in the Nation- | 
al Chess Championships at the Tagaytay | 
international Convention Center here. | 
‘Gonzales now has 35 points, the same 
output of IM Chito Garma and NMs Rolan- 
do Nolte and Darwin Laylo. Garma drew 
with IM Bario Nadera after 15 moves. 
See S| 
, members of the men's team to the Chess 
Olympiad on Oct. 14-31 in Majorca, Spain. | 
1 Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 
4 


Camel moto 


Cruz awarded the tro- 


AGUILAR: Sweep. 


championship after six of ts riders filled up six of 
the first eight places in both the Pro 125 and Pro 
Open classes. 

Kenneth San Andres also stamped his dass by 
finishing fourth in both the Pro 125 and Pro 
‘Open. He also swept the Novice 125 and Novice 
‘Open Production. 

‘Jhonny Garcia, Jey Beech and Alvin Beech also 
fished among the frontrunners in the Pro Open. 
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Hos: What was 
your feeling after 
your conjoined twins 
were surgically sepa 
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the world, I have two 
alive boys and mor- 
malt 

(Quote, unquote.) 
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Host: How can our 
viewers get tickets to 
your concert? 
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tuned to this show, 
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day ng three tickets 
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He noted that the 
FENG SHUI Soa ud Asian film markets 
Š today are booming. 
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nated by filmmakers 
from India and Hong 
Kong. 
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"60s, Filipino flm 
makers monopolized 
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ket," he said. "Now. 
we don't even have 
the capacity to com 
pete. 
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‘Mayors should run film fest’ 


Atienza: (Fernando) has this bad habit of doing what he wants | N 
to do without considering local programs and sensitivities 


By Nini Valera. held in December. year's derby had been dominated by 
"Wearetheonlyoneswhocanex- producer Lily Monteverde, who is 

METRO Manila mayors must be the empt films in the festival from amuse- said to be behind four of the eight 

‘ones running the Metro Manila Film ment taxes,” Atienza pointed out. movies that qualified. 

Festival and not the Metro Manila De- “Otherwise, there could benoexemp- Producers and directors have also 

velopment Authority, according to tion from these taxes. With our in- complained about “the arbitrary gs 

Manila Mayor Lito Atienza. volvement also comes maximum par- changing of rules in the film festival. 

(The mayors) have not been in- ticipation of communities. Without MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando is 
volved at all by MMDA Chair Bayani that, a festival would be difficult tothe overall chair of the MMFF execu- 
Fernando,” Atienza told Inquirer En- manage" tive committee. MMDA Director Cora 
tertainment recently He predicted that the festival Cruz is chair of the selection commit- 

"The full parieipation ofthe mayors would bea flop withoutthe mayors. tee, which picked the eight fim final- 
would assure the success of the film “The success of the festival would ists this year 
fest, according to Atienza, who becompromised,” Atienza wamed."I Atienza stressed that the mayors 
aimed he has not been apprised of don't think there would be a problem had not participated jn the decision- 
"Whats happening in this year’s Metro if the MMDA would accept that it making process in the film festival 
Manila Film Festival, which will be could not run the film fest. Ifthe MM- He added he was not aware that an 

DA proceeds to hold the festi- execom and a screening committee 
val on its own, I can imagine forthe film fest had been formed and 
whatadisasterit would be.” are now functioning. 

rane’ niin He said, "Cora Cruz as chair of the 
n No participation selecon commitee? 1 dont think 
OONA Former -Caloocan Mayor that decision has the concu 
Rey Malonzo first broached rhe mayors. | wouldn't agree with 
the suggestion that the Metro that" 
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STOCK MARKET 
Shares close up 1.0996 $ 
SHARES prices 
closed up 1.09 
percent yesterday, 
as buying interest 
in leading large 
caps helped offset profit taking 
în index heavyweight Philippine 
Long Distance Telephone 
(PLDT) dealers 
They noted that after abriet 
consolidation he market ap- 
pears poised for another sus- adkoan 
falned run-up. 
The Philippine Stock Exchange composite index closed ub 18.47 
points at the days high of 1,720.58. It hita tow of 1,700.42. 
Volume fell to 906.2 milion shares but value rose to P880.2 million 
from Monday's 1.04 billion shares valued at P858.03 milion. 
"The broader all-shares index closed down 1.34 points at 1,081.78. 
Losers edged gainers 32 to 29, while 46 stocks were unchanged. 
"After a consolidation period, think there's room for another aly" 
sald Elena Ponceca of Unicapital Securities. 
Investor sentiment remained generally upbeat on hopes for strong 
corporate earnings growth his year, she said. 
But concerns over a possible credit rating downgrade for the country, 
as the government struggles to deal with its fiscal deficit problem, re- 
mains a drag on prices. 
The national government announced before the markat closed that 
its budget dete for August reached P11.7 bilion, widening te fiscal 
ap to P111.1 bilion forthe first eight months of the year. AP 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE NATIONAL government's budget deficit declined by 
2.17 percent in the first eight months of the year to P111.1 
billion compared with the same period in 2003, as higher 


higher than the P51.12 billion 
collected in the same month of 
2003. The increase in revenue 
collecion was largely contribut- 
ed by the BIR, which accounts for 
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8-month budget gap on target at P111 


e 1 B 
industry for about P38 billion in 
back taxes on foreign currency 
loans and penalties from 1997 


and prior years. 
‘The BIR said it was also setting 


revenue collection offset increases in spending. 
riod lastyear 
other hand, increased to P573.5 
billion from P521.921 billion. 
The &-month deficit figure gives 
the government leeway to incur a 
budget gap of P86.7 billion for the 
remaining four months of 2004, 
or P21.68 billion for each month, 
to meet the full-year target of 
P197.8 billion. Recto said the gov- 
ernment was in a very comfort- 
able position, considering that 
with the full-year target of P197.8 
billion, it should practically be 
limitng its budget gap to only 
P16.48 billion per month. 
In August alone, the govern- 
ment collected P59.7 billion, or 


‘According to the Department 
of Finance, tight monitoring of 
expenditures and efforts to in- 
crease revenue collection, spe- 
dally by the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue, helped the government 
achieve the relatively low deficit. 
The eight-month cumulative 
deficit figure makes the govem- 
ment well on track to meet its full 
year budgetdeficit target of 
P197.8 billion,” Finance Undersec- 
retary Eric Recto said yesterday. 
Government data showed that 
revenue generated from January 
to August reached P462.4 billion, 
or higher than the P408.36 bil- 
lion collected during the same pe- 


Expenditure, on the 


lion target. 


more than 80 percent of govern- 
ments revenue. The BIR collect 
ed P43.13 billion in Augus, 
slightly surpassing its P43.11- 


The BIR, which is tasked to col- 
lect P477 billion this year to help 
the government ease its budget 
‘woes, earlier said it was confident 
of meeting its full-year target de- 
spite missing its collection goals 
in the earlier months of the year. 
‘The BIR said it had initiated vari- 
ous tax collection-enhancement 
programs, such as the tax audit 
ing of each industry group, to fur- 
ther boost revenue performance. 
The BIR is currently going after. 
several members of the banking 


its sight on other industry groups, 
from which huge tax leakages are 
suspected. It is also planning to 
come up with a tax manual for ev- 
ery industry to set standard tax 
payment and auditing rules for 
enhanced revenue collection. 

‘The government, faced with a 
serious fiscal problem, is hard- 
pressed to meet its budget deficit 
target for the year to prove to the 
international community that. 
capable of averting a looming fis- 
cal crisis. 

The government is hoping to 
gradually trim the budget deficit 
"until it reaches zero by 2009 or 
2010, or before the end of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's term. 


PNOC unit to tap Malampaya oil reserves 


By Abigail L. Ho 


PHILIPPINE National Oil Co.-Exploration 
Corp. (PNOC-EC) isin talks with local group 
on a possible joint venture to develop the oil 
reserves at the Malampaya Deep Water Gas- 
to-Power project in northwest Palawan. 

This followed the decision of the foreign 
members of the Malampaya consortium- 
Shell Philippines Exploration BV (Spex) and 
Chevron Texaco Philippines Inc—earlier in 
the year not to undertake the oil exploration 
‘component of the project due to insufficient 
volumes. 

‘While already finished with its own reeval- 
uation of the Malampaya oil reserves, the re- 
cently resigned PNOC-EC president Rufino 
Bomasang said the state firm needed a "sec- 
‘ond opinion" so as to determine the potential 
cil reserves in the area as well as the feasibili 
tyof extracting and developing these. 


‘The second study, this time to be done by 
the firm that PNOC-EC is in talks with, should 
last six to eight months, he said. 

By the end of the month, he said an agree- 
ment to undertake the study on the Malam- 
Paya oil reserves should be forged with the lo- 
cal group, he added. 

He declined to name which group the state 
firm was negotiating with, saying only that 
the local private sector investor had a foreign 
component. 

"We're “talking to a prospective partner 
from the private sector because we have to 
spend some money (on the study)," he said. 
“We've finished our study. We're just getting a 
second opinion.” 

‘Spex and Chevron Texaco, both multina- 
tionals having numerous other exploration 
contracts in other parts of the world, deemed 
the Malampaya reserves of between 25 mil- 

PNOCII 
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== CDI Sakata Inx Corp. 


CDI Sakata Inx Corporation is a joint venture company with Sakata 


Years of progressive 
colour business 


Board of Directors Inx Corporation, a leading Japanese company and fifth largest 
Benjamin De Leon printing ink manufacturer in the world. 
Chairman of the Board 
Directors CDI, then known as Chemical Dispersions, Inc. was incorporated 
Shuji Tsuji on September 22, 1964. Since that time, it has been transformed 
Kazuo Sakuma into one of the prime manufacturers of metal coatings, glass 


Bernardino C. Peco 


Alda M. Mondiguing enamels, and printing inks. The construction of its manufacturing 


facility in Alabang Hills in Muntinlupa City, and continuous 


Corporate Secretary - ^ 
pgrading of production and laboratory testing equipment in 
aoe succeeding years, provided CDI with the necessary capability to 


cope with the needs of its growing clientele. 
Bernardino C. Paco vien) 
President & Cret Operating Officer. 
Alda M. Mondiguing 
Executive Vice President & General Manager 
Erlito R. Dimaano 
Vico President & Head, Meta! Coatings Division 
Jimmy R. Victoria 
Vice Prosigent & Head, Printing inks Division 
Lydia T. Abadilla 
Vice President lor HAD & Corporate Plancing 


From 1967 to 1992, CDI's license agreements with Coates 
Brothers in the United Kingdom created a significant impetus in the 
development of excellent quality products. This provided CDI with 
unparalleled image that attracted a large share of the packaging 
industry. Key personnel, trained in Europe, USA, Singapore, Japan 
and other countries, boosted its ability for technical innovation and 
improved customer servicing. 


Seated from left to right: J.R. Victoria, B.C. Paco, R.S. Villamora 
Standing: A.M. Mondiguing, E.R. Dimaano, L.T. Abadilla 


Tinprint Inks and Metal Coatings 


In 1992, CDI became CDI Sakata Inx Corporation when Sakata Inx 
Corporation became its partner. This formal unification ushered in a 
progressive stream of technical developments and a worldwide net- 


Don Jesus Bd, work that further strengthened the firm's position in local and export 
Mibi rue ne. markets. In line with its thrust for excellence, CDI Sakata Inx 
= Corporation was granted ISO 9002 certification in 1996 and has 

ga ates as since, gained a prestigious reputation as a reliable quality producer. 
eae i As It celebrates its 40th year, CDI Sakata Inx Corporation commits 
800-4067/042 3056 itself to a new era marked by continuous improvements and a 


highly progressive quality colour business. 


Rotogravure and Flexographic Inks Offset Inks 
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INX INTERNATIONAL INK CO, PT. SAKATA INX (INDONESIA) FERRO COULEURS FRANCE — CHEMDIS MANUFACTURING CORI 


China Banking Corporation, Color Dispersions, Inc., Dainippon Ink Chemicals, Flexsctiem Traders Enterprises, Industrial Emulsion, Inc, 
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BALABAC Resources & Holdings Co. Inc. wil hold its annual stockholders’ 
‘meeting on Nov. 9 at the Century Park Hotel, Vito Cruz, Manila at 4 p.m. 


(In P'000) 
THE HIGHEST BAGUIO Gold Holdings Corp. will hod its annual stockholders’ meeting 
on Nov. 9at the Century Park Hotel, Vito Cruz, Manila at 2:30 p.m. 
METRO Pacific Corp. (MPC) announced the appointment of Jose Ma. 
Lim as Citra Metro Manila Tollways Corp. (CMMTC) president and chiet 
‘executive officer and the resignation of former CMMTC president and 
CEO Cezar Quiambao effective Oct. 15. Lim is also president and CEO of 
MPC, which holds a minority equity interest in CMTC. Complied by DJ 
Yap, PDI Research 


Combined* 
Premiums Earned. 
Net Undenwriting Income 


1.384.195 
525.508 


182.670 
600.000 


Income from Operations 
id-up Capital 
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and now PNOC president Eduar- 
do Mafialac earlier said that the 
Department of Energy would 
have to look for other firms that 
might want to undertake the de- 
velopment of the Malampaya oil 
reserves. 


From page BI 


lion and 30 million barrels of 
rude oil too small to be given 
much of their attention and re- 
sources. 

Then energy undersecretary 
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THE MORE the entry of a 


Assurance Plan is delayed, 

the better it gets for the 

resurgent competion, — s 
"oning 1o he leai Victor C. 

assy figures, Prudentallie Aonrsfj 

Plans and Phim Pins have AH 
comered haf of the pre-need market ever since 
erstwhile undisputed market leader CAP began 
being dragged down by its real estate invest- 
ments in related companies. 

Prudentalfe, controlled by the family of 
former Ambassador to the Vatican Francisco 
Alba, captured 26.62-percent market share in 
July, while Philam Plans, an AIG subsidiary, 
came in close second at 25.27 percent 

Sunlife Financial Plans, a subsidiary of Sun- 
life of Canada, isa far third with 9.2 percent. 

For those looking at pre-need sales as a sav- 
ings indicator for the country the not-so-good 
news is that, according to published industry 
figures, the number of plans sold from Jan- 
wary 19 July this year is still 5.53 percent 
down from the same period last year: 

Stil, the good news is that the July sales for 
the whole industry went up sharply by 23.57 
percent, compared to July 2003, 

Prudentia, for instance, doubled its 
sales to P1 billion in July fom P513 million 
the month before, mainly on account of ro- 
bse tate-up of education and pension plans 


No-marriage clause 

THE SUPREME Court has upheld the legality 
of the no-martiage prohibition on employees 
of competing private companies. 

"The high courts Second Division junked 
the petition filed by a medical representative 
of Glaxo Wellcome who questioned his trans- 
fertoanother region after he married another 
medical representative from a competing 
‘company, Astra (now AstraZeneca), from the 
same competing district. 

"The prohibition against personal or mari- 
tal relationships with employees of compet 
tor companies upon Glaxo's employees is rea- 
sonable under the circumstances because re- 
lationships of that nature might compromise 
the interests of the company,” wrote ponente 
Justice Dante Tiga. 

"The high court noted that such provision 
had been built in the employment contract 
signed by any new 
Glaxo Wellcome hire. 

Despite such prohi- 
bition, Glaxo Well- 
come, instead of ask- 
ing for his resignation, 
strived to transfer the 4 
detail man, Pedro Tec- : 
son, out of the Bicol 
region—where — his 
new wife was also as- 
signed—to his home 
province of Agusan, 
but still he refused. 
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Singson-de Leon, 

Te tumed out that Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo herself was 
visting the recuperating De 
Leon, who suffered a massive 
stroke few months ago that lft 
her unable to reum to the 
o sweepstakes office. 

Despite Rojardos not-so-subliminal entreaty, 
the former congressman, as it tumed out, had 
been unable to charm the President into retain- 
ing him as Light Rail Transit administrator. 

‘De Leon's manong, locos Sur Gov Luis"Chavi" 
Singson, wearing a Bayani Fernando pink of a po- 
loshin, was also present during the private visit. 


Heard through the grapevine 
NATIONAL Life Insurance, which holds 0.44 
percent of Union Cement, has asked the new 
Swiss majority owners of the country's largest. 
cement company to also extend to the minority 
shareholders the tender-offer rule and acquire. 
thei leftover UCC holdings at P6/share. 

National Life was one of the minority 
shareholders that had been left holding the 
proverbial bag after Holcim quietly acquired 
‘majority control of UCC from the holding 
companies of Phinma-Baenotan Group. 

Other minority shareholders left grum- 
bling include the Aboitizes and their listed 
company Aboitiz Equity Ventures. 

UCC closed yesterday at P2.30. 

(Email: cocktales_pdi@yahoo.com or cock- 
tales_pdi@hormail.com) 
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convoy clog up the 
quiet subdivision 
street in Quezon City 
that he shares with a 
neighbor, former PC- 
SO Chair Ma. Livia 
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Easy Payment Scheme 


Interest on all major 
credit cards for 12* 
or 6** months 
PREMIUM ITEM 
‘on selected models 
(CASH purchases only) 
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How do you resolve 
conflict at work? 


DEAR WW: I battle constantly with 
someone in my department. I'm grow- 
ing weary of this. What can I do to re- 
duce the tension? 

Ready for Truce 


It's the nightmare of every conve- 
nience store clerk: the rifle pointed at 
your chest. When a clerk in Little Rock, 
Arkansas faced a rifle, though, he skirted 
danger by asking a simple question: 
“why would anyone want to go to jail 
‘over a measly $30?" To his surprise, the 
would-be robber turned and left. 

How many times have you locked 
horns with someone at work over 
something equally measly? And how 
many times has that conflict escalated 
until you and your opponent could 
barely be in the same room? Solving 
these conflicts can be challenging. But 
the first step is to do the same thing 
that fast-thinking clerk did: ask ques- 
tions. In fact, your initial goal should 
not be to solve the conflict. Itshould be 
to start a dialogue. Because only by 
talking will you eventually reach 
agreement. 


WORKING 
‘WOUNDED 


Bob Rosner 


Below are five common types of dis- 
agreements and questions to help you 
break the ice. For more information, see 
Mel Silberman's book, "People Smart” 
GBerrett-Koehler, 2000). 
Disagreements over facts. You think 
the client said no for one reason; your 
opponents sure it was for another, and 
you're each bent on bloodying the other 
before you'll give in and make the next 
pitch her way. Well, hang up the boxing 
gloves and ask, “Can we come up with 
something jointly that’s even better than 
our previous attempts?” Two heads are 
generally better than one. 
Disagreements over process. You're 
hot to purchase TV ads; your opponent's 
sold on radio. Before you come to blows, 


ask, "Hey, don't we both agree on the 
goal publicity for our campaign?” By re- 
focusing on the goal, you may be better 
able to listen to each other's arguments, 
or may find a third solution thats mutu- 
ally agreeable. 

Disagreements over goals. You think 
the goal this quarter should be cost-cut- 
ting: your opponent favors upping rev- 
enue. As hostilities mount you cant 
imagine how such a numbskull could 
‘work for your company. Before thrashing 
him try asking, "How did you establish 
that goal?” If you examine both your as- 
sumptions, you're apt to find areas of 
agreement. 

Personality conflicts. Personality 
breakdowns are really tough. Sometimes 
the best thing is to bring in a neutral 
third party. Ask, "Are there people we 
both respect, who don't have the bag- 
gage’ we do, who will be able to help us 
past this disagreement?” 

Disagreements over values. These 
are toughest of all. Values are nuclear is- 
sues for people and we tend to rise—or 
sink—to unprecedented levels of rigidity 
when negotiating them. After acknowl- 


‘edging that you're approaching the prob- 

rent sets of beliefs, try ask- 
ing, "Do you see any areas where we do 
agree?” Focusing on common ground 
may help you find a mutually acceptable cent 
solution. 

These strategies wont solve your con- 
fiics, but they will help you fight fairly so 
that no one takes a bullet in the line of work. 

Here are the results from a recent 


lem with 


Law firm CEO takes time 
to train young lawyers 


By Cecile G. Garcia. 
Contributor 


FIFTY-THREE-YEAR-OLD Eusebio V 
Tan divides his time between run- 
ning a law firm and practicing law. 
"Tan is managing partner or CEO of 
Angara, Abello, Concepcion, Regala 
and Cruz Law Offices (Accra) and is 
an expert in corporate law. 

Though more than half of his time 
is taken up by his practice, managing 
the distinguished law firm is no less 
demanding, says Tan, who became 
managing partner in January 2003, 
after serving as co-managing partner 
fora year and before that, partner in 
charge of finance. "The managing 
partner is elected by the partner- 
ship," he explains. "His job is to at- 
tend to the day-to-day management 
of the firm and to make sure that 
things run smoothly and efficiently.” 
In law firms abroad, according to 
‘Tan, the managing partner is usually 
relieved of lawyer duty to allow him 
to devote his time to his job as CEO. 
“Its main challenge for me isto see to 
it that we meet the firm's targets and 
objectives,” he contends, 

Tan joined Accra in 1976, follow- 
ing his admission to the bar the same 
year. He became a partner after 10 
years, working his way up from assis- 
tant (now referred to as associate), 
senior assistant (senior associate) 
and junior partner. In those days, he 
recounts, assistants, still wet behind 
the ears, had to go through the entire 
spectrum, that is, every aspect of the 
practice of law. "I was doing corpo- 
rate and special projects, tax, labor, 
immigration, litigation and all the 
rest.” This is no longer done, Tan 
points out. "We start off new associ- 
ates by letting them focus on their 
specialty right away.” 


Interesting course 

He never dreamed of becoming a 
lawyer, reveals Tan. A graduate of AB 
Economics, De La Salle University, 
summa cum laude, he was set to go 
to Harvard for his MBA when he 
found out that his application was 
late and he had to wait another year 
“To keep busy in the meantime, he de- 
cided to take up law at the Ateneo. 
Says Tan, "Law is based on reason 
and logic and serves to establish or- 
derin society. I found it very interest- 
ing. So I stayed.” He graduated with 
honors and later on, took a years 
Jeave from Accra in order to pursue. 
his MA at Columbia University in 
New York City. 

Because he deals in corporate law, 
Tan seldom goes to court. His areas 
of specialization include invest 
ments, business law, mergers, acqui 
sitions and divestitures, franchises 
and franchising, construction law, 
leases and leasing, banks and bank- 
ing, and privatization. Tan handles a 
lot of international business transac- 
s and was head of the legal team 
that facilitated obtaining full bank- 
ing licenses fur majen foreign banks 


operating in the country. Among his 
numerous projects, one he considers 
quite significant was the privatiza- 
tion of Metropolitan Waterworks 
and Sewerage System (MWSS). "I 
played a very active role in it,” he 
says. Tan acts as corporate secretary 
or sits in the board of several large 
corporations. 


Competencies 

“Being a good lawyer requires pa- 
tience, hard work, dedication, com- 
mitment and persistence," pro- 
nounces Tan. Having a logical and 
analytical mind, people skills and ex- 
perience are invaluable assets as 
well. “Every lawyer should be able to 
look at a problem, spot the main is- 
sues and address them by finding so- 
lutions.” Being a lawyer entails disci- 
pline, he adds. “A lawyer should also 
learn how to be precise and accu- 
rate.” Tan says he developed some of 
these skills through almost 30 years 
of legal practice 

Having had the founding partners 
of Accra, in particular Teddy Regala, 
Joe Concepcion and Manny Abello, 
as his mentors, was Tan's good for- 
tune. “Indeed, I was very lucky to 
have been trained by them,” he con- 
cedes. “I try to do the same for our 
young lawyers. 1 mentor them by 
showing them how to improve their 
work.” 


‘Training new lawyers 

As managing partner, a democrat- 
ic one, Tan tries to establish rapport 
with the firm's young lawyers, mak- 
ing them feel free to seek his advice 
anytime (Accra, incidentally, has 
more than a hundred lawyers). Gen- 
erally, he listens and is always willing 
to discuss and exchange ideas. When 
problems arise, as managing partner, 
he consults either the executive com- 
mittee or the entire partnership. 

Helping people solve their legal 
problems is the best part of being a 
lawyer, affirms Tan. He says, “There 
is satisfaction in being able to pro- 
vide appropriate counsel and advice, 
in winning cases for clients, or in 
non-liigation, in helping them struc- 
ture a good deal. You feel you've suc- 
ceeded every time clients are satis- 
fied and happy with the service you 
rendez" 

‘The practice of law is 
suming. This is why Tan feels his 
biggest contribution to Accra is his 
time. "Partners work 1010 12 hours a 
day, even longer. If we have to, we 
stay in the office overnight, work- 
ing." They have a team system at Ac- 
cra, Tan asides, with at least three 


TAN mw 
lawyers per team. 

‘Tan believes his involvement in le- 
gal organizations, borh here and 
abroad, is in itself an achievement. 
Asa charter member of the Inter-Pa- 
cific Bar Association (IPBA), he has 
been invited a number of times to 
speak on topics related to corporate 
law during the group's annual con- 
ference. He also acts as vice chairper- 
son of IPBAS Cross Border Invest- 
ment Committee. “The IPBA focuses 
on the Asia Pacific region. Teddy Re- 
gala was president in 1996. I am very 
much involved in it,” says Tan. A 
member of the Integrated Bar Associ- 
ation of the Phils. (IBP) as well, he 
served as president of its Makati City 
Chapter in 1995 and was given the 
IBP Leadership Award. 

Married for 15 years to the former 
Madeleine Sophie Badoy, Tan and his 
wife are the parents of two girls and 
two boys. The lawyer tries to squeeze 
ina game of golf once a week. 

Where does he see himself 10 
years from today? Would he follow 
in the footsteps of several of the 31- 
year-old firm's legal luminaries? 
Replies Tan, " see myself getting in- 
volved in new fields, expanding my 
expertise and continuing to develop 
my skills as a lawyer” 

‘What is his advice to aspiring 
young lawyers? “Try to get a lot of 
exposure and learn as fast as you can 
by working with more experienced 
lawyers. Be hard working and dedi- 
cated and strive 10 do your best. 
Learn proper English, both written 
and oral. Get yourself recognized for 
your expertise and skill. Always re- 
member that we can be equal to or 
even better than our Wall Street 
counterparts” 


‘workingwounded.com/ABCnews.com 


luusrTiON sy GRO ccu 
online ballot: Which song title best d. 


scribes your strategy for dealing with 
conflict at work? 


"Give Peace a Chance,” 30.9 per- 


"I Stay Away” 32.5 percent 
—"Hit Me With Your Best Shot," 364 
percent 
(Mr. Rosner is based in Seattle, Wash- 
ington, USA. E-mail him at bob@work- 
ingwounded.com) 


Financial planning 
is everyone’s responsibility 


By Rex Ma. A. Mendoza 
EVP and Chief Marketing Officer, 
Philamlife 


FINANCIAL planning as a buzzword in 
wealth management has gained a terrific 
level of popularity in recent times. Profes- 
sionals in the field of financial services 
have given advice to many affluent individ- 
uals and families and have opened doors to 
great opportunities for growth, prosperity, 
and financial independence. While many 
of these advisors have largely focused on 
the rich, the principles of financial plan- 
ning apply to everyone. 

Financial planning is defined as the process 
‘of meeting life's goals through the proper man- 
agement of one's finances. This definition has 
many implications. Since different people have 
different goals, financial planning has to be a 
very personalized process. There is also no in- 
ication as to what level of financial status one 
has to bein for planning to be a worthwhile ex- 
eise. Anybody who sets his or her mind to 
achieve financial success needs a plan. Con- 
trary to what is commonly assumed, financial 
planning can be as simple and as complicated 
as one desires itto be. Lastly, financial planning 
is characterized as a continuous process. It 
must consider changes in the aspirations and 
economic position of the individual or the fam- 
ily concemed. 

‘Sono matter what your current financial sit- 
uation is, and whatever your lifes goals are, 
you need a plan. This plan will be your 
blueprint for the achievement of your financial 
goals. Like any other plan, it sets forth a strate- 
2y with which you set your direction to guide 
you in the future decisions you will make. 
Setting goals. 

The fist sep is to know what you want. 
Your goals have to be laid out. Your current 
lifestyle, your children’s education, a comfort- 
able retirement, a completely fumished house, 
a wonderful vacation, involvement in charita- 
ble causes, and a second honeymoon can all be 
important to you. But how do you rank these? 
What are your priorities? Setting your objec- 
tives right is the most crucial first step in creat- 
ing your plan. 

Second, you have to study your financial po- 
sition. How much income do you receive and 
what proportion of this do you spend? How 
much have you saved? In what insruments are 
these invested? Do you have loans? lt will be 
worthwhile knowing how you have set up 
your current situation and check if it matches. 
the prioritized goals you have established. The 
answer to this question is critical: Are you on 
track with what you want to achieve? If your 
answers yes, or f you are quite close, then you 
wall not require any radical changes. But ifthe 
answer is no, or if you are "way off,” then you 
will have to either reposition your investments, 
check on your inflows and outflows, thereby 
effecting a change in your financial position to 
direct your situation towards your goals. An- 
‘other alternative isto akter your objectives alto- 
‘gether because they may be too ünrealisic. 
Investment options 

When you have completely analyzed 
"where you are" and "where you want to go," 
you can now evaluate your investment op- 
ons, This particular step will define the vehi 
es that you will choose to reach your desired 
‘investment targets, In more technical terms, 
this is commonly referred to as the creation of 


“portfolio.” 

At this stage, you have to differentiate 
struments as to their capability to eam (yi^) 
the probability oflosses (risk), the time hori: 1 
that you will be committed (liquidity), and the 
taxes that you may be exposed to, These fac- 
tors are very important in the selection process 
because there is no such thing as an ideal in- 
vestment for everyone at all times. Much will 
"ave to depend on your financial situation, risk 
appetite, and the time frame you have in 
mind. 


‘Another reason why this evaluation is im- 
ponant is the inverse relationships among 
these factors. For example, a high yield may 
naturally mean that you will be taking greater 
risks. It may also mean that you are commit- 
ting yourselftoa longer time horizon. Its iron- 
ic that many people focus on eamings alone 
without thinking of what they are sacrificing in 
renum for that higher yield. On the other hand, 
too much focus on safety and liquidity may 
liit what you will eam. This can result to the 
‘underperformance of your “portfolio” thereby 
making it difficult for you to meet your targets. 

You also have to keep in mind that you have 
many choices. Savings deposits, life insurance, 
mutual funds, pre-need contacs, money mar- 
Yer placements and many other instruments 
are there to build up any investment basket. In 
the end, matching and balance is the key to 
portfolio creation. 5 
Commitment 

‘The commitment to implement an estab- 
lished financial plan will help you avoid mis- 
takes in managing your money It will strike an 
equilibrium berween what you enjoy today 
and what you intend to have in the future 
“Trade offs between current expenses and sav- 
ings will be clearer. But do not make the mis- 
take of overdoing it. Financial planning does 
mot mean forgoing everything that provides 
you pleasure. A sound financial plan must be. 
able to afford you satisfaction within the entre 
process If you are within that stage where you 
‘ean afford it, a dress watch can give you imer- 
nal gratification that is also important to keep 
you pushing and succeeding, However, this 
luxury can be a hindrance to more important 
priority ike security, if you still do not have 
enough. Again, the key consideration wil be 
your own personal situation. What is good for 
you might nor be good for another person. 

Afier a period of time, you will start experi- 
encing changes, which will require you tore 
visit your plan. A career move or an added 
child might be enough for you to refine your 
goals, and consequently, your financial strate- 
y For this reason, a review process may be in- 
evitable every three years. For some, this re- 
view can even be done annually Such a study 
will result in a new plan, and a new cycle wil 
begin. 


Financial planning is not just forthe rich, it 
is a responsibility for everybody. It may be one 
ofthe tangible reasons why some are well off 
while many others are in a state of financial 
trouble. Planning not only helps you make 
smaner decisions, it also insulates you from 
market turbulence. Peace of mind is borne out 
of the stability of your financial postion. It isa 
‘dear grasp of knowing that you are on track in. 
terms of achieving your dreams. (For any com- 
ments, the author can be reached at Rex-A.Men- 
doza@aig.com or catch him at his seminar on 
‘Personal Wealth Management organized by Phil- 
anilfe on Sept. 24 from 7 am. to 11 a.m. Call 
5269337 for details) 
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What to do with unproductive coworker 


By Tita Datu Puangco 


FOR SEVERAL months now, I cannot help 
but be annoyed by our lone sales personnel. 
‘Our company has been struggling and yet, 
he can still very well afford to be lax and un- 
productive. Surprisingly, in spite of his de- 
meanor and non-performance, he seems to 
continue to enjoy the trust and confidence 
of our kind-hearted boss. I have been plan- 
ning on spilling the beans on him but hon- 
estlyLam not quite sure fitis the right thing 
todo, 

Please help me decide. [am quite anxious 
thatifl would ignore the situation, our com- 
pany may just close down due to lack of rev- 
enue (which is not far-fetched since our 
boss has other and more profitable business 
ventures). If it is the right thing to do, I 
‘would also need advice on how to properly 
approach my boss on this matter, 

‘Thanks alot. 


Uncertain to Act 


‘When you are dedicated to your work and are 
truly concerned for the welfare of the company, it 
is indeed very imitating to see others not giving 
the same amount of effort. This is the cause of 
many heartaches in companies, not to mention. 
in our goverment. What can you do? 


‘Area of control 

First, look at your area of control. Are you 
meeting your key result areas? These are the spe- 
cific deliverables being asked of you. Are you 
‘meeting your targets and deadlines? Are you do- 
ing truly all that you can to help the company? Is 
your time well spent? I find that when Lam fully 
concentrated on my tasks at hand and I commit 
entirely to achieving them, I find myself with no 
more time to look at other people and how their 
tasks are going. When I am in this “autistic” 
‘mode, as my children would call tit isas if time 
expands and I am able to do more in a shorter 
span of time than I would have thought possible 

Tris important to take this first step of focusing. 
on those things that you can control. Because, 
frankly, your officemate is out of your area of 
control, He is in what we call your area of influ- 
‘ence. You may be able to influence his behavior 
to a certain extent. However, you cannot make 
Pin change what he does or how he dos his 

At this point, when you are sure that you are 


Lessons on work-life balance from kids 


MY TODDLERS body clock is out of 

whack again. He adjusts to my of 

fours, WhenTerawihomeat9or10__ WORKING 
at night, he jumps at me like awind- MOM 

up toy, eager to lay eager to have all 

my attention, eager to make up for 47; Mercado 
all the time we spent apart. primei 


At midnight last night, he: was 
jumping, giggling, and having a 
"wonderful time climbing over the 
mountain that was his snoring fa- 
ther. At half. past midnight, he invit- 
ed me for one more round of putting. 
together his favorite puzzle, At quar- 
ter to one in the morning, he pulled 
out five books from the shelf and in- 
sisted on some bedtime stories, And 
finally, a whole hour after midnight, 
when he jumped up from bed yetan- 
other time, I tuned into a witch. 

T let out a blood-curdling scream, 
"Dieeegooo! Stop it! Lie down and 
sleep! ” I was tired. I was angry. was 
miserable. At such an ungodly hour, I 
was willing to 
throw ou all d 
preach about build? 
ing our child's self- 
esteem and talking 
to kids with respect 
(no matter what 
age, no mater what 
time of day). 1 just 
needed to scream! 


anon Et NE-—— 
that nights bedtime 
ritual, he kept stil 


So Supp. 


fo Sader 


Tasked myself. kwas 
a textbook case of a 
mother losing con- 
trol notonly over her 
toddlers routine and 
of her own emo- 
tions. I was a dassie. 


Thad forgotten the golden rule of bal- 
ance: youve got to keep some for your- 
self Balance is only posible when you 
have energy and emotional reserve to 
sive your attention to what the moment 
requires. Being playful or being firm 
with your child requires energy It-was 
energy I didnt have because | had used 
itall upin the office. The guilt barometer 
was telling me, I needed to take time off 
Justa few minutes, on my own—to take 
"deep breathes, to clear my mind—be- 
fore Imet up with Diego again. 

T took that chance as Diego re- 
mained still in the nest of pillows he 


rgenizatons with at loast sity (60%), 
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doing everything that you can in your area of 
control, try to understand what your officemate 
is doing in the context of your business. What 
role does he fulfil? How does he perform in his 
key result areas? What are his critical activities? 

n today's modem workplace, we are offered 
quite a number of tools that empower us to do 
‘our work wel. These tools, however, when im- 
properly used also become sources of delay and 
distraction. For example, e-mail allows us to 
communicate and document “conversations” 
fast. We are in touch with people from across the 
globe with stone click. We can e-mail updated 
information to clients in no more time than it 
takes our fingers to type out a leter: Circulating 
also in our e-mail boxes are inspirational notes, 
fun quizzes, chain letters, e-group messages 
From their workstations, people can look busy 
and be having a conversation with their friends 
over Yahoo Messenger 


Doing the right thing 

Ifyou truly see that your officemate's produc- 
tivity is poor, you may y to influence him by not 
joining him in delaying or procrastinating activi- 
ties, for example, on frequent smoking breaks or 
extended lunches. We Filipinos respond well to 
‘community-builing activities. There are alot of 
things we would not do if there were nobody to 
do it with us, The extended break loss its favor. 
without the company of friends and great con- 
versation to lunch with. 

Tn this way, you are “witnessing” to what 
should be the right behavior and creating an en- 
vironment for your officemate to do the same- 
without being preachy: People typically reject a 
suggestion when they feel their actions are being 
judged by an audience instead of being “invited” 
tobeor do something. 


Giving feedback 
Jf, at this point, you still observe your office- 


mate is not performing well, you might want to 
give him direct feedback. Here's how you do it: 


m 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Health 
Center for Health Development- V 
BICOL MEDICAL CENTER 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Noga City 


8 811-7802 loc. 36 * dB 473-8936; 473-2334 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


No. 2004.05 


PROCUREMENT OF VARIOUS PHARMACEUTICALS 

The Biel Medical Conter (NC) lends t apply ine sum of TWENTY THREE MILLION EIGHT HUNDRED. 
THIRTY FOUR THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED EIGHTY FOUR PESOS & 22100 (Pho23,834 004 22) 
{hargeabie against the Government ofthe Philippines (GOP) Funds for the Procurement of Various 


‘Tha Bea Medies Center (BMC) now nites sealed Bids from ofbiesuprersmenuacturars and exclusiva 

igkiuton of drugs whe are quad 1o paricipate fr he Procurement al Va 

line Usio varous Pramacautests, win spocfcatons and quante 
‘Secon, Bical Medea! Corer, Naga C 

even of to slresai goods sal be itn FF 


Enpo prospective Bidders to participate wil be based on compliance fo elgoiyrenuremenis, using 
DE sok restera cana, as spouted nt implomoring Puls and Repatne-h (REA) ol 
Repub Ker No bt (RA S184) Tho Governor Procurement Reto Act (SPRAJ, ands open toa 
ires telongng 1o cizons ofthe Pháppnes. The proces or 
cui hack is deseriad in Clause 12 Secon o n Instuciona to Bde. in accord 
{Riva QU RA S184, oriy ose Bide fom idée wo pass ne elgoity chock shal ba ope 
Parcrage Order (PO) awarded 1o tno Bidder wi a Lowen Calculated Responsio Bid. po 
Concerned pastas tne pos quakicaton pocos 
6. -huareed Sees vino mah fo nepeci te dong Document and obiain ather information shuld eon 
Ine BAC Socrianat vo Spy Seton. Bel Metical Center Naga Guy. Toephone No, 473-2394, 473 
Sitom B 00 am to S00 PM. Mondays 1o Fridays 
al Sidcing Documents may be purchased by inaresid Bidders, lom September 23 ta 
stator Z2 2064. upon paymant ol a na-elundabe fo c Two Thousand Posos (PHÉ2000 00) and 
Gaian tiim appaton oa lowing ades 


amygdala hijacks 1 RODOLFO C, URSUA 
ide Bue and Awards Comino 
afer all, already Bios Wel Cnr 
spent the day nying Naga Cay 


tokeepmyemotions | 7. 
incheckattheoffice, | 9 


3) Cash, ceriad check, cashier's 
Bari dra or evoca ionar ol cr 


‘The BNC shalihod a Pre Bk Conerence opon to atiorostad parios, on October 22, 2004 0 00a m. at 
th Audicnum, Bicol Medal Cen, Noga Ciy 
‘Bide must bo datwarea othe above 


tots on November 


bowing manors 
fs check 
^ Qno Parcan (1%) 


(Sad) RODOLFO C. URSUA, MD, FPCS, FPUA 
Meca Specolsts I ana Chanmar 
ide ond Awards Comis 


had retreated into. 1 closed my eyes 
and paid attention to my breathing. A 
few minutes later 1 felt Diego stir be- 
side me. Maybe, he was paying atten- 
tion to my breathing too. He probably 
sensed something had changed. He 
watched me out of the comer of his 
eye, and when he was certain | was 
calmer, he threw his arms out like jack- 
inthe-box, and shouted "ta daaal" 
"Then he folded himself into my arms, 
sigalg. 1 held him and giggled, to. 
Diego sensed that we had both come to 
an understanding of our limis. He 
stayed in my arms and asked for his milk. 
In es than 10 minutes, he was asleep. 
"Thank God our kids are kids. Theyre 
resilient, optimistic, and forgiving. 
Weve got somuch to leam from them. 
(An Mercado-Alcantara is founding 
editor of Working Mom magazine, pub- 
lished by ABS-CBN Publishing, Ine Com- 
mens are welcome at an alcan- 
tara@abs pinoyeentral.com,) 
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1. Be specific and concrete. Talk about a spe- 
cific instance. Do not ty to compress what you 
perceive as all of the person's faults in one ses- 
sion. Just bring his attention to the issue at hand, 

2 Be descriptive of behavior Asan example, cite 
what you saw and heard in his behavior and how it 
made you feel. Instead of teling him directly that 
he is wrong, focus on how his work affects yours 
and how he can influence your work positively} 

3. Be free of opinion and interpretation. Do 
not bring other peoples opinions or interpreta- 
tions about events ino the conversation. Discuss 
only those events that include and affect you. 

4, Offer practical recommendations for im- 
provement. When you give these recommen- 
dations, it would be best if you detach your- 
self from it. Though your objective in giving 
feedback is to change the behavior of people, 
domt feel bad or take it personally when they 
don't, As Ive said at the beginning, your of- 
ficemate isnot within your area of control. 

Remember that feedback is most effective 
when itis given with care and attention, invited 
by the recipient, expressed directly and fully, un- 
cluttered by evaluative judgments, well-timed, 
easily acted upon, checked and clarified. 


No guarantees 

Tunderstand the impulse to go directly to your 
boss and tell him about your officemate unpro- 
ductive behavior. I sense that you are feeling itis 
quite unfair that this officemate, who, as you ob- 
serve, is not delivering on his KRAS, still has the 
faith and trust of your kind boss. My advice is to 
try the steps have outlined above fist There are 
no guarantees that your officemate will change, 
burat the very least, these steps will open you up 
to each other as congenial coworkers. 

"These suggestions are valid only for person-to- 
person work relationships and creating an envi- 
ronment of openness and continuous learning in 
an office setting. OF course, if you see your 
coworker doing something illegal oris prohibited 
under the company’s manual, you should go di- 
rectly to your boss and talk about what you saw. 

Thope these suggestions help you work better 
with your coworker Thank you for sending your 
question. Please tell us how it went. God bless. 

(Ms Puangeo is CBO and chair of Ancila Enter- 
prise Development Consulting. Send feedback 
through email to ad- 
vvice@ancilaede.com- 
ph or fax to 892- 
2902) 
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BDO Long Term Commercial Paper 


Coupon Interest Rates 
September 20, 2004 to December 20,2004 


[— [. Philippine Peso LTCP SeriesA | —] 


T 718% 


Quarterly coupon payment on December 20,2004 
shall be based on the above rate and term. 
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CALL FOR VENDORS 


Don't be left behind as the two most anticipated bazaars converge 
for the year's biggest and grandest shopping event! 
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The Leading Cruise Line fn Asia- Pacifi” 


LUDS 
te ULTIMATE 
7" ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 


PACKAGE INCLUSIVE OF ROUND TRIP 
MNL /SIN/ MNL ECONOMY TICKETS 4D/3N 
‘QUAD SHARING INSIDE STATEROOM 


October 24-27, 2004 


SuperStar Virgo 
Let's party and join the fun with the country's entertainer 


them perform in 
Singapore/Penang/Phuket/Singapore. 
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could keep projecs PECIA 
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EDIUM-SIZED Security Bank Corp. has 
joined the growing list of banks keen on sell- 
ing non-performing assets through a special 
purpose vehicle. 
losure to the Philippine Stock Ex: 

khange yesterday, SBC corporate secretary 
felissa Aquino said the bank had secured the 

(o Sentral ng Pilipinas’ approval to es- 
ablish its SPV subject to the following condi- 
] © The equity investment shall not exceed 
is percent of SBC's net worth: 
€ The total investment in equities made by 
IBC in all enterprises, including the proposed 
PV, shall not exceed 50 percent of the bank's 
et worth 
[ © No certificate of eligibility shall be is- 


UNA firms General Tuna Corp. (GTC) and 
'elebes Canning Corp. are investing a com- 
E P347 million in the expansion of their 


roduction facilities to take advantage of in- 
easing demand for tuna products abroad. 

l GTC, the export subsidiary of Century Tuna 

ind 555 Sardines maker Century Canning 

p. will be putting in around P289 million 

o expand its canned tuna production and 
launch a full-scale pouched tuna operation. 

The planned expansion would provide 564 


Unlike the canned variety, pouched tuna 
tter retains the fresh taste of the fish as well 


linvesting an additional P58 million into its 

laperations. 

1 This fresh infusion will almost double 
e firm's annual production capacity to al- 
tost 15,600 metric tons (MT), from 8,386 
MT. 

Trade Undersecretary and concurrent 

ard of Investments managing head Elmer 
|Hernandez said tuna processing remained 
ne of the Department of Trade and Industry's 
xiority industries. - 

5 Tuna exports topped the list of local marine 

ind aquaculture product export receipts at 

144 million in 2002 and $157 million in 
1003, 


3y Michelle V. Remo 


[E DEPARTMENT of Finance said it would 
consider removing the value-added tax ex- 
'mption of lawyers and doctors to increase 
ax collection, 

According to Finance Undersecretary Eric 
lecto, the VAEexempt status of lawyers and 

doctors could be subject for review when the 

IDOF decides to fine-tune its VAT:collection 
enhancement proposal. 

In a Senate hearing on the economic im- 
act of the Arroyo administrations fiscal 
yeasures, the Committee on Economic Af- 

fairs proposed that the VAT coverage be ex- 
sanded to cover lawyers and doctors, instead 
f increasing the rate from 10 percent to 12 
percent. 

* Committee chair Sen. Manuel Roxas II said 

[simply expanding the coverage of the tax to 
include those who were previously exempted 
|would result in additiongl revenue 

Recto, on the other hand, said that the gov- 

lernment would be better off doing both mea- 

Isures—increase the VAT rate and expand the 
coverage of the tax. 

"Improving the plan is a suggestion that 

lhas to be taken positively. We admit the cur- 

was not yet as comprehensive. 
ie want it to be," Recto 

id. 

Under the Arroyo administration's propos 

to improve VAT collection, the government 
would set a VAT collection target for 2005. 

P. If the target is not met, then the VAT rate. 

Would be increased to 12 percent. 
|; Therate willbe further raised to 14 percent 
if the target was still not met. 3 

“The government was hard pressed to im- 

prove efficiency of VAT collection, consider- 
ir the potential revenue lost to leakages or 
veaknesses in the collection system. 

[i In 2003 alone, the DOF said the govern- 

[ment lost P144 billion from VAT leakages. 

Í The government only collected P135 bil 

[lon in VAT payments last year compared with 

lhe potential VAT collection of P279 billion 

[f With the proposal to enhance VAT collec- 
ion, the government estimates to collect an 

na P20 billion in annual revenug. 


sued by the BSP unless SBC has reduced its 
equity investment in the SPV to a maximum 
of percent; and, 

'e The SPV created shall be dissolved im- 
mediately if the non-performing assets are 
not transferred within the covered period of 
the law. 

The bank did not disclose how much as- 
sets it would like to get rid of using the SPV 
“The BSP approval is in line with SBC's 
overall strategy for disposal of its non-per- 
forming assets,” Aquino said. 

Banks are not allowed to own controlling 
interests in SPVs. 

To meet the deadline to avail itself of the 
fiscal incentives offered by the SPV law, 
however, banks like SBC decided to pre-reg- 
ister and capitalize the SPVs before the 
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Sept. 18 deadline. 

‘Although the deadline for other banks to 
establish the SPVs that would qualify for the 
fiscal incentives offered by the law had ex 
pired, there are proposals for Congress to ex- 
tend the effectivity of the law by another two 
years. 

"The SPV Law of 2002 intends to help banks. 
get rid of their non-performing loans and real 
estate by waiving some of the taxes and 
‘ducing fees usually collected from the sale or 
transfer of assets. 

The law waived the documentary stamp 
tax, capital gains tax and e-VAT (expand. 
ed value added tax) and likewise reduced 
the registration/transfer fees by 50 pe 

The tax relief and other benefits are avail 
able only up to April 8, 2005 
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DTI forms unit to manage tuna 


quota allocation from Europe 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE DEPARTMENT of Trade and Industry has 
formed a monitoring unit that would ensure a 
more systematic administration and manage- 
ment of the country’s tuna export quota allo- 
cation from the European Union and ship- 
ments to EU member-countries, 

Trade Undersecretary Thomas Aquino said 
the Canned Tuna Quota Monitoring Unit, to be 
maintained by the DTI Bureau of Export 
‘Trade Promotion, came as a result of the Euro- 
pean Commission's June 5, 2003 Council Reg- 
ulation No. 975/2003, which awarded the 
Philippines a most favored nations (MEN) 
sed tariff quota of 9,000 metric tons (MT) of 
tuna effective July 1,2003. The in-quota rate 
was placed at 12 percent ad valorem. 

Before the issuance of this EC regulation, the 


tariffon Philippine tuna was at 24 percent, which 
was retained for exports in excess ofthe quota. 

‘The same tariff quota is also applied to Thai 
and Indonesian canned tuna exports. 

"The lowering of the tariff means P112 mil- 
lion per year in savings. It also provides a bet- 
ter competitive position for our tuna ex- 
porters in the EU market," Aquino said. 

Citing unfair competition from former EU 
colonies in Africa, the Caribbean and the Pa 
cific, the Philippine government, through the 
DTI, urged the EU to bring down its tariff on. 
Philippine canned tuna. 

While the Philippines then was charged a 
24-percent tariff, its competitors were 
‘charged way lower than that. 

‘The total canned tuna export quota given 
to the Philippines is evenly distributed among 
tuna processors Alliance Tuna International 


Inc, Celebes Canning Corp., General Tuna 
Corp., Miramar Fish Con, Permex Producer 
and Exporter, Philbest Canning Corp., Ocean. 
Canning Corp. and Seatrade Canning Corp., 
all members of the Tuna Canners Association 
of the Philippines (TCAP) 

The quota monitoring unit was formed in 
response toa request from the TCAP 

"The unit will provide assistance to the tuna 
industry on market access concerts. It will al 
so develop a portal linked to the Atuna web- 
site, which will then serve as the local websi 
for the Philippine canned tuna industry. This 
portal will serve as a venue for the promotion 
and marketing of canned tuna products. 

Canned tuna is one of the country's major. 
marine and aquaculture product exports, ac- 
counting for more than 26 percent of total 
marine exports. 


Toyota starts 
exporting : 
transmission 
assemblies 


AFTER meeting stringent Japanese standards. 
in quality and cost, Toyota Autoparts Philip- 
pines (TAP) yesterday started exporting local- 
dy made transmission assemblies to Japan. 

"We are proud that these Philippine made. 
transmission assemblies are now a major 
component of the Toyota Global Supply Net- 
work,” TAP chair George S.K. Ty said in a 
speech during ceremonies at the TAP manu- 
facturing facility in Sta. Rosa, Laguna, yester- 
day. 

At present, TAP exports transmission as- 
semblies 1o Taiwan, Vietnam, Thailand, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, India and South Africa. 

Toyota Motor Corp. honorary chair 
Shoichiro Toyoda said TAP was likewise as- 
signed as a production base for the global 
market. 

"One primary task that we have set up for 
ourselves is to enhance our contribution to 
the Philippine economy by expanding exports 
from the Philippines," he said. "To foll this 
aim, we have now decided to start exporting 
automotive transmissions to Japan." 

* The Toyota Group in the Philippines, as a 
whole, is seen posting $379 million in exports 
this year from $373 million in 2003. 

By 2005, Ty said export revenues should al- 
ready hit the $400-million mark. 

The Toyota Group has so far invested P15.4 
billion in the country with plans to infuse an- 
other P7.2 billion for capacity and plant ex- 
pansion this year and in 2006. 

"Toyota is determined to help grow the 
Philippine auto industry and to contribute to 
the Philippine economy in the years to come,” 

‘Toyoda said, 

“TAP's exports of transmission assemblies to 
Japan capped Toyota Motor president Fujio 
‘Cho's commitment to President Macapagal- 
Arroyo during their meeting at the Sta, Rosa. 
plantin October 2002. 

TY said this new undertaking would also 
"support the growth ofa strong local supplier. 
base, in line with the government's thrust of 
promoting SMEs (small and medium enter- 
prises) 

Yesterday's ceremony was graced by Ms Ar- 
royo, Trade Secretary Cesar Purisima, Toyoda 
and ‘Toyota Motor senior managing director 
Akio Toyoda. ‘Abigail L. Ho 


Imports up 
6.9% to $23.4B 
in 7 months 


FLAT global demand for electronics products 
helped slow the Philippines’ import growth to 
a single-digit clip in July, the government said 
yesterday. 

Merchandise imports rose 5.6 percent from 
a year earlier to $3.416 billion for the month 
after an 18-percent jump in June, the Nation- 
al Statistics Office said in a statement. 

Imports for the first seven months rose 6.9 
percent to $23.35 billion, weli below the full- 
year government target of 11 percent growth, 
itadded. 

Electronics imports, which accounted for 
43.5 percent of the July total, fell 2.7 percent 
to $1.53 billion. Such imports comprise the 
raw materials for electronics exports, which 
account for nearly 70 percent of the coun- 
irs total merchandise exports in value 
terms. 
| The government earlier reported that elec- 

tronics exports rose by 0.7 percent to $2.0 bil- 

ion in July 

The Philippines trade deficit widened to 
$310 million in July, compared to a $226-mil- 
lion deficit for the same month last year, 

For the seven months to July, the deficit 
stood at $1.515 billion, litle changed from 
the $1.570-billion deficit in the same period a 
year earlier. 

The statisties agency earlier reported ex- 
ports in July rose 3.2 percent to $3.11 billion, 
with the seven-month total up 7.7 percent to 

1 $21.84billion. i AFP 
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THORESEN & CO., (BANGKOK) LTD. 


Thoresen is a Bangkok based shipping group, quoted onthe stock exchange ol Thailand, and 
involved in ship owning, operating, agency, brokering, stevedoring, and port 
‘operations. Our growing feet consists of 43 bulkors and tween deckers in the 15-52,000 dat size 

. range. For more information about the group, please visit our website at waw thoresen.com. 

For our Maritime Operations Division in Bangkok, we are seeking applications from 


Philippina nationals forthe folowing positions: 


MARINE AND ENGINEER SUPERINTENDENTS 
(1 Posmon Each) 


Objective — to achieve technically sound, professionally competent, safe, clean and 
‘competitive vessel operation, providing the best cargo care every single day 


of the year. 


The position wil involve the standard superintendency role in handing 8-10 vessels with 
Philippine crew saling in regionai and iner trades as well as woridwido dry bulk trades. 


“The successful candidate wil be a minimum of 30 years old with relevant superintendent 
‘experience and wil be enthusiastic about working in Thaliand on a singe posting status. 
Salary/Benefit Package willbe commensurate with experience and qualifications. 


For further detalle please contact: 
Mr, Clinton De Souza 

E-Mal: ades@thoresen.com 
‘Sond application with CV and recent 
photograph to: 

Thoresen & Co.. (Bangkok) Lid. 

Ann: Mr. Pongsak Kanchanakpan 
General Manager, Group Personnel and 
Administration 

GPO Box 1587, Bangkok 10501, Thailand 
Tet: +66 2 250-0569 Fax: +66 2 655-3906 


Manila office: 
Norteam Shipping Services, Inc. 

Suite 201 ITC Bldg. 337 Sen. Gi Puyat Ave., 
Makati Cily 1200 

POEA LIC No. 192-S8-030804-R 

Phn: (632) 8999445 / 8907746 

Fax (632) 8969004 / 8969006 


For Manpower Pooling Only 
No Fees to be collected 
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Quezon CITY RED CROSS 
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Marketing Assistant, Philippines 
The International Broadcasting Bureau (IBB), 
apart of the United States Government, is 
looking for a Marketing Assistant in Manila to 
perform a wide variety of routine marketing 
related activities. The IBB includes the Voice 
of America radio and television service, one of 
the largest newsgathering organizations in the 
‘world and a leader in providing news and 
entertainment programs around the globe. 


Applicant MUST have an in-depth knowledge 
‘of the media environment in the Philippines; 3 
years experience working for a broadcast 
Station: excellent interpersonal and negotiation 
skills: be able to travel occàsionally: be fluent 
in spoken and written English; be able to work, 
independently with litle supervision. 
‘Applicant must be mature, resourceful, have 
initiative, ete. 


Responsibilities: Assist Regional Marketing 
Director (RMO) in Bangkok: Maintain close 
contacts with regional/U.S. IBB offices; 
Update TBB affiliate database; Monitor and 
research media developments in the 
Philippines: monitor VOA broadcast on 
various stations in the Philippines: arange for 
Equipment installation: write weekly reports; 
negotiate rebroadcast agreements & perform 
other duties as assigned. 


Fax your detailed resumé and jetter to Joyce 
Ngoh at 66-2.205-5707, send by email to 
jmngoh@ibb-bkk org or mail ito 188, The 
‘Millennia Bldg., Rm 1501, 62 Langsuan Rd. 
Bangkok 10330, Thailand. Applications must 
be received by close of business on September 
24, 2004 
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"Seprenter 30, 2004 at 
QUEZON CITY RED CROSS 
‘Quezon City Hall Compound 
"Civic Center, Dilan 
Quezon City 1100. 


pene 
Concocsgasos pan ara pere uda papas 


Applicants are requested 1o submit har Comprehensive resumé and ther pertinent documents on or before 
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Republic o the Philippines 
UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES DILIMAN 
Dilman, Quezon City 


INVITATION TO PREQUALIFY AND TO BID 


Interested parties are invited to prequalty and bid for the selection of 
‘proponents in the planning, development and management under a lease 
agreement of the: 


UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES (UP) DILIMAN TOWN CENTER 


‘Tho UP Diliman Land Use Plan designates a commercial one 
‘of approximately 14,186.80 square meters, bounded by Laurel, 
Apacible, Valenzuela and Roces Streets, UP Diliman Campus, 
Quezon City. The UP Diliman Town Center Project is intended to 
replace, upgrade and expand the existing shopping center 


Prequalification forms and Terms of Reference (TOR) may be 
‘obtained from the UP Diliman Development and Planning 
Committee (DPC) Secretariat, Director's Office, Institute for Sma- 
Scale Industries (4/F Virata HailISSI Bldg.) University of the 
Philippines Diliman, Quezon City, upon payment of non- 
ratundable fee of P2,000.00 from September 20 to 24, 2004. 
Deadiine of submission of duly accomplished prequaliication 
documents will be on October 8, 2004. After the evaluation of he 
documents submitted tho prequalified proponents shall be duly 
nolified of the schedule of subsequent activities. For inquiries, 
please contact Tel. No. 920-5301 to 99 loc. 4717 Tel/Fax No. 
920-6922, or Tel. No. 927-9238; (clo Ms. Ludy Cubillas); e-mail: 
lourdes.cubllas Qup.edu ph 


(Sod) EMERLINDA R. ROMAN 


Posen 37.200) ‘Chancellor 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BI 


(NFA). Regen 6 utes a sack manddactres 
to pareipate in ine bdóng for ne supp of 200,000 pieces more or less Pala 
Empty Secks accordance wih NFA specteatons and design win approved ABC 
o1 P2,697,000.00. > 

Tho schedule o bidding acivles are as fofows 

Activity ate 

Issuance of Egy ‘Sop. 23-30, 2004 

Pequrements nd B Forme. 

Prezudang Conforonco. 

‘Submission and Opening of 

Eigbaty and Bid Documents 2008 

Interesiod partes may secure he egy raquremeats and tid tors tom 
tne Secrotanat fo Ms Manou M. Pagurtatan of NFA Bose Regoral Ofica, 2nd 
Floor Irom September 23-30, 2004 altar payment of a nor-etundabia/non 
tranteralo lo of Fe Hunarod Pesos (P500 0]. 

For any inquiry, please coniac! RBAC Chalrporzon or Ms. Marlou M. Pagurtaian 
at lolapnono numbers (139) 3292165 and 320-6246, 

The NFA reservas tno ghi to reject any or a bd proposals, to waive any 
requted lorraiy echneity or deleci eran and may accept to Did weh 1 
‘doomed most advantageous o Me governant. 


(S09) VILMA H. ZARRAGA, MNSA 
ARDIRGAC Charporsón. 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 


Jaro, oto Cty 


Time 
899 AM- 500 PM. 


October , 2008 
Oconer 5, 2004 


E 
300PM 


Thailand Campus 


Learn about Gems & Jewelry 


From the world’s foremost authority in gemology 
70+ year history of excellence in education 
over 300,000 students worldwide 


GIA Graduate Gemologist Diploma 
The most recognized gemological credential 
G.G. Program starts November 1, 2004 
GIA Thalland Campus 
Bisco Tower-12* Fir. 58/12 Sub Rd, Bangrak, Bangkok Thailand 


‘Tel: (662) 237-9575 77 Fax: (662) 236-9829 
giathai@ksc.th.com ‘www. giathailand.com 
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September 22, 2004 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The Bureau ol era Revenus (B) ves eres pates oat lor gl 
ane RE (m pates oat orgy 


ame of Proc 


CUSTONIATONCONFIGURRTION. 
INTEGRATION, MIGRATION AND 


—— 1 
‘Contant Duration 


pero 

‘Allert pario moy cba o bang documenis Vor ha BACT Sacr 
de Room 605, SF Sf tora fio Bo, BIA Road Brgy Phan, Dinan, Quezon 
‘Gy saring September 22,204, upon paymant rr cnt teo cl (P1 40000). 

rei Conforance wit ha on October 7, 2004, Thursdny at 2:00 pam. athe 
ecutive Conference Room. 37 BIF Natonal fice Bung, BIR Aod, Dy Pitahan, 
Daman. Quazon Cy. 

‘ead or no subisson and epeniny eis roquremonis, chica and 
franca proposats chi te on October 21,2004, Thureday a 1:30 m. 1o bo raid at Me 
Executivo Conference Room, YE Bf Nato! les Bulang. BIA Ron Brgy Ploran, 
Daran. Quaton Ciy tobe olowed byte opening c a Bis 

Atpster relate gy process, being, vauaton oils. post uation 
‘2d gna ol contac shall be governed by the appa provisos of aput Ac No. 
Stet chews cen as ta Goverment Prosrement Retorn Act and fs iolementng 
es ard eon 

“The BIR assumes ne chiton whasoovr io compacte c indemnity he bidders 
1c ary exco coss Bal oy may neur in ha prepraon c or bid. The BIR also 
reserves ta rit reject any cei s, wave any c o required orat heroin and 
Steep etos mos exarageous he gomma. 


For prods. paese Fue from the BACT Secretariat, tr ha Cal, SSTMD- 
IPOS at Room 302. 9f, Revenus Computor Cantar (ACC) Big. BIR Compound, BIA 
Fed, Brgy Pahan. Diman, Quezon Ciy or cai waphone nos. 81-708, 927-4101. 
63:179. 981-7080 and 920-3238 (eletan) or emal sa bth maranan Gti- 01h. 


(Gat) Ay. LEONOR S. VILLALON-ROGERS 
desean Commissione- HOS 
"Chairman, BACT 


Reput ot be Philippines 
Mindanao Polytechnic State College 

CM Recio Avenue, Lapasan, 9000 Cagayan de Oro ity 

Tet Nos, (0822) 72:80.85 / (088) 85-738 85-9 Tela (008) 86-4696 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Mindanao Polytechnic State Cotioge through the Bids and Awards 
Commitee (BAC) siviing al interested suppliers to apply for Elgbity and 
prr 
NameciProed  : Lease-To-Own Contract tor tho folowing: 

TUnt ^ Server 

GOUnis Personal Computer 

SUnts Swich 

ila Structured Cabling 
Approved Budget : PhP 3,380,000.00 
Funding Source: Students Library Computerization Çollaction 
SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES : 

Prefid Conference — September 28, 2004 at 200 P.M. — 
Conference Room 
Desdine for submission 
of Documents for 
Engiity Check = 
Openinga Bias T 


October 13, 2004 
October 13,2004 at 200 PM. — 
Conference oom 

Aliartcuars relate tothe oily process, bidding, evaluation of bids, post 
quaMicaton and award of contract shall be governed by the applicable 
Provisions of RA. 9164 and is IRR-A ofherwee known as the Government 
Procurement Refom Act 

‘Bidding documents can be secured rom he fice of tha BAC Secretariat wih 
Tei No. 856-1739 "195", upon payment cl a non-relundable eo of ONE 
THOUSAND (PhP 1,000.00). staring September 29, 2004 from 9:00 A.M. to 
400PM 

MPSC reserves the right to reject any or al bids without offering any reasons, 
waive any formally or detects and to make an award tothe propsal mosi 
Sovartagecus to the MPSC. The MPSC neither assumes no obligation for 
‘whatsoever losses that the bidders may incur in the preparation oftheir bids 
or guarantees that an award wil be made. 


(Sod) CESAR C. ESQUINAS. 
Chairman 


(7 eptember 15822.2000 


“GransCo 


National Transmission Corporation. 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


PD Ref No.: PB040521-EL0071 / PR No.: WVP-04-6788 


The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION, BIDS AND 
AWARD COMMITTEE FOR CORPORATE TRANSCO, wishes 
to invite interested parties who are qualified for eligibility and to. 
bid on the items listed below. 


Tem [Tem Deseiion PRN. | Approved Budget | 
1-13 | Supply and Delivery of Power, | WVP-04- | P 8,989,624.00 
Coi nsrumettaton and | 6786 


The Bidding Documents willbe available for issuance starting 
September 13, 2004 to October 6, 2004 at The BAC 
Secretariat Office, National Transmission Corporation, 
Materials Management Division, Ground Floor, TransCo 

Main Bidg., Power Center, Quezon Avenue comer BIR Road, 

Diliman, Quezon City upon payment of non-refundable fee 

of Five Hundred Pesos (P500.00) per set. 

2. Deadline for submission, receipt and opening of bids shall be 
on or before 10:00 A.M. of October 7, 2004 at the Admin 
Conference Room, Ground Floor, TransCo Main Bldg., 
Power Center, Quezon Ave. corner BIR Road, Diliman, 
Quezon City. Ifthe date is a non-working day or declared non- 
working day, the deadline for submission shall be moved to 
the next working day immediately following said date. Late 
submission and/or incomplete application shall not be 
accepted. 

3. Pre-bid conference wil be held on September 24, 2004 at 
10:00 A.M., at the Admin Conference Room, Ground Floor, 
TransCo Main Bldg., Power Center, Quezon Ave. comer BIR 
Road, Diliman, Quezon City. 

4. All particulars relative to the eligibility, bidding, evaluation of 
bids and award of contract shall be governed by the 
Implementing Rules and Regulations-A of Republic Act 9184, 

5. TransCo reserves the right to reject any Application for 
Eligibility or all bids without offering any reasons, waive any 
required formality therein, and to make an award to the bidder 
whose proposal is most advantageous to the government. 

6. Additional information shall be furnished upon request. All 

‘communications should be addressed to the undersigned at 

the aforementioned address. 


(Sgd.) ANTONIO G. LABAYANI 
Chairman, Bids and Awards Committee 
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BIENVENIDO CUBACUB LEUTERIO S 


Director, Bureau of Design, Department of Public Works and Highways, (1991-2002) 
Head, Hydraulics Department, Mapua Institute of Technology (1964-1991) 


Peacefully joined our Creator on September 16, 2004 at the age of 67. 


His loving wife Luz; children Leila and Rene Flores, Leny and Ariel Lacson, Leilani 
and Gerry Gonzales, Luzette and Sonny Liwag, Bien and May Leuterio, Burt and 
Imelda Leuterio; grandchildren Suzette, Rene Jr., Laraine, Liza, Joshua, Danielle, 
Bryan, Nicole, Camille, Byron, and Gerard; brothers Jesus and Clemente; sisters 

Miring, Ofelia, Zeny, Fe and Nellie and their spouses; relatives and friends request the 


pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His reinains lie in state at the Chapel C, Christ the King Parish Church, 


Greenmeadows Avenue, Quezon City. 


Interment will be on Sunday, September 26, 2004 at the Loyola Memorial Park, 


Ra Marikina after the 9:00 a.m. Mass at Christ the King Parish Church. 
be 


RATE 
P245 per column centimeter 
pesci t 


DEADLINE 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 

12:00 noon. 

Day before publication. 


Virginia Dimalanta Ramos, MD. 


of Eastampton, New Jersey, and formerly 
of Jose Abad Santos Tondo, Manila, Philippines 


Graduated at University of Santo Tomas, 
Faculty of Medicine, 1955 
She was born on May 20, 1930 and joined her Creator 
on September 19, 2004 at Community Medical Center, 
Toms River, NJ, at the age of 74 
Trained in Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
pines until her retirement in 1991. 
Her bereaved husband, Severino M. Ramos, M.D.; children: 
Alexander and Aleta Ramos, Dr. David Glenn and Josephine 
Ramos, Susan and Eugene Cadiz, Eileen and Adel Ramirez, 
Dr. Mary Rose and Dr. Mario Gallardo, and Lourdes and Roszel 
Pilapil; brothers and sisters; her 14 grandchildren request the pious 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie at Anderson Campbell Funeral, Toms River, New 
Jersey from September 22 to 23. 


la loving Memory 
3 on the First Death Aniversiry 


of Our Beloved 


Pilar Cueto-Teachon 


(Ganuary 25, 1935 — September 22, 2003) 
Holy Masses will be offered today at the following churches: 


(ur Lady of. Corel Porish, ro 6, Quezon Giy. 
i Anthony Shrine, 454 Manrique St Sompoloc, Mala 
“Shrine of Mother of Porpetval Help, Soren, Pri 


Black Nazarene Parish, Quiapo, Monik. 
5t Benadie Chopin, Llud, (alapon Ciy Or Mindoro. 
5t Nito uh Cty lpn Gly Ot Medo 

“andi Nuns Monastery Chape, Son Rafe, Calapan yO Más. 


Horne teed er E A Ss 
i Marge, Marita and Francis, 

and Johnny, Archie and Adel, Atty. Doy 
{and Roma; grandchildren Rj, JM, and Chichi. Mikan, Vana 
3 and Jolo, Dianne, Gef and Alyanna, April, Biboy and Marie, 


Xerox and pious readers to please remember her in their prayers 
on her first death anniversary. 


> x 

Bors 
man = 
i “Surely goodness and love will follow me all 


the days of my life, And I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever." Psalm 23:6 


Our dearly beloved and precious ... 


LOURDES “ELSIE” 
CADIZ DAKANAY 


(July 16, 1932 — September 20, 2004) 
wife of Emigdio Jr; mother of May & Boy 
Rosales, Phoebe, David & Juliet, and 
Toni-Doll; grandmother of Andrew, 
Kevin, Mark and Pia Rosales, Hannah 
and Joshua has gone to be with our Lord 
forever last September 20, 2004. 


Vigil services at UCCP-Cosmopolitan 
Church, Taft Avenue, Manila (across 
PGH) will be held on September 22 & 23 
at 8:00 P.M. 


Interment will be at the Loyola Memorial 
Park, Sucat, Paranaque following the final * 
necrological service on Friday, September 
24, 9:00 A.M. at UCCP-Cosmopolitan 
Church. 


E 


5 pom ales cy 


: 


"The Lond is my Sheperd, there is nothing 1 
shall want.” 
Pasi 23 


ALISA NORMITA 
DELGADO MACAWARIS 


Passed away in the Grace of our Lond 
om September 15, 2004 a the age of 26. 


ie. All-Lals& Annicbee, Natalie 


eorura eade ter 19 | 
inal and Peachy dong st 


Andrew, Martyn, Aphy aod Nucile. 

Her body lies în state at the Arlington 
Memorial Chapels, Inc. 12 G. Araneta Avenue, 
‘Quezon City. 

Interment will be on September 25, 2004 at 
the Heritage Park, Taguig at 10-00 am. after the 
5:00 am. Mass at the UP Chapel Diliman, 
Quezon City 


| Genera ee MU 
pd 
“For God so loved 
the world, 
"that He gave . 
. Hisonly ^ 
= pegotten Son, 
that whoever 
believes in Him 
shall not perish 
but have 
everlasting life.” 
John 3:16 ` 


On the 40th day 
after his death, the family 


JOSE Z. APÓSTOL 


(November 17, 1922 - August 14, 2004) 


wish to thank all who condoled 
with them, sent flowers, prayers 

and donations to Tuloy Foundation 
= for street children. 


Interment will be on September 24 at St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery, 
Toms River, New Jersey after the 10 a.m. Holy Mass. 


In lieu of donations in her memory may be made to Bantay Bata, 
163 ABS-CBN Foundation. 


of the fate 


OUR MOST BELOVED 


HON. HECTOR FABIE DYSANGCO 


‘of Cabanatuan City 
Judge, Municipal Trial Court. 
‘of Santa Ross, Nueva Ecija 
April 26,1940 - September 19, 2001) 
Peacefilly pese on cernal to join His Crestor 
He is mourned by his loving wife PACITA Barangan 
DYSANGCO: his children ARIEL & JOCELYN. DIANA ARMIDA 
& FRANCIS ROGIE, ROY ARNALDO, ARIES; grandchildren. 
‘Aurabel Joi, Althea Jiel, Adeline Jem, Dana Rogiene, Frances. 
Dionne & Franz Daniel brothers e sisters brothers & sisters-in-law 
request the pious readers to join them in praying forthe eternal 
‘repose of his soul 
His remains lien state at the family residence #759 William St, 
‘Aduas, Cabanatuan City. 
‘Cremation shall be at 1000 o'clock AM, 
‘Sunday, September 26, 2004 
st Bernal Cr 


Marco and Ni 
relatives and friends request the pious reader to pray 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 


LUDOVICO 


SCA. D n 


of Cebu and Manila 
Peacefully joined his Creator 
on September 19, 2004 at the age of 60. 
His bereaved wife Gigi; children Giovanni, 
brothers Tony and Felix; other 


His remains lie in state at Dama De Noche Chapel, 


La Paz Funeral Parlor in Manila Memorial Park, 
Sucat, Parafiaque. 


‘Cremation will follow 


—« the 1:00 p.m. (mass) on Thursday, Xs 
September 23, 2004. 


Inquirer Crassirieps branches are open to serve your Classified Ads requirements. 


MANDALUYONG BRANCH 


SM MEGAMALL 5TH LEVEL BLDG. B, EDSA 


Call JOY, ARNOLD, ARNEL or RANDY at 
TEL. NO.: 635-0219 / 637-2008 
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ALABANG OUTLET 
MAKATI SUPERMART 
- ALABANG DESKTOP 
EXPRESS 
ALABANG 
TOWNCENTER, 
MUNTINLUPA CITY 
Call at TEL. NO.: 
842-4503 / 850-6465 / 
Fax 850-6465 


dem P 


INSIDE MARAT. 
SUNINART - ALABANG 
DESKTOP EXPRESS 
ALABANG TOWN CENTER, 
MUNUNLUPA CITY 
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Luxury Residences at Eastwood City 


arene 


The elevator ride is quick but you 
can hardly wait. Your excitement mounts 
because you know first-class play amenities 
plus a four-level mall are waiting for you 
downstairs—a revolutionary concept 
only found at One Central Park. 


Grab a limited edition shirt. 
Order a piping hot serving of cappuccino. 
Savor a mouth-watering seafood set. 
Relax in a landscaped garden at the podium. 
Splash with the kids at the lap pool. 
Tene up those abs at the gym. 
Get a golden tan at the sunbathing deck. 


Go ahead, embark on a journey of 
‘ease and leisure at One Central Park. 
Anyway, all it takes to get there is just 

a push of that button. 


Eastwood City 


€ | 
| 


weww.eastwood-properties.com 


For inquiries, call 42 1-424. 


Eastwood City Information Centre/Grand Showroom (above Celadon), kae Maret Am 
Eastwood City, E. Rodriguez, Jr. Ave. (C-5), Quezon City Eastwood Property Holdings, Inc. 
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TALK N CARE. 
Asi Taulava 
visits his 
number I fan, 
Jay-R Mingao. 


A 19-year-old boy 
diagnosed with rheumatic 
heart disease has only 
one wish—a basketball 
court to save his youth 


community from drugs 


By Cheryl Tiu 
2BUI Correspondent. 


WISH does not always go 
unheard—not when you 
want it more than anything 

else in the world. And especially not 
when you could have easily wished 
for something for yourself but, in- 
stead, selflessly opted for one that 
could save the lives of your peers. 
I Such is the tale of 
A 19-year-old — JayR 
Mingao, am inge- 
tient at the Philip- 
pine General Hospi- 
¥ tal (PGH) who suf- 
fers from rheumatic 
heart disease. 
‘Though he has al- 
ways been a diehard 
basketball fan, his condition has irrevocably 
shattered his dreams of playing in the PBA and 
dribbling alongside his hard court 
hero, Talk N' Text Phone Pals' Asi Taulava. 

Now bedridden, Jay-R has only one 
wish—to have a basketball cour erected for 
his community inside the Himlayang 
Palanyag, a municipal cemetery in Parañaque. 

‘Since many young people in this depressed 
community are into drugs, Jay-R believes that 
having a basketball court built there would 
help promote a healthy, wholesome diversion. 
for them. 


Coming together 

Enter Faith Basketball and the Make-A- 
Wish Foundation (MAWF). 

Faith Basketball came together in the sum- 
mer of 2002 when then-high school buds 
Mikko Abello, Chummy Gonzales and Nando- 
de los Reyes organized a team of 11- to 16- 
year old boys to play in the midgets division of 
the White Plains summer league. 

‘Apart from coaching, the group served as 
counselors to kids, prayed and attended Mass 
with them to encourage team-building and, 
along with UAAP basketball stars Lamy 
Fonacier, Ranier Sison and BJ Manalo, held a 
basketball camp for the kids. 

Mikko had also been part of the MAWR the 
largest such organization in the country. Its 
aim is to grant the wishes of kids with life- 
threatening illnesses, 

‘One day atthe Philippine General Hospital, 
Mikko encountered Jay-R's mother, who told. 
him about her son's wish. Though he admits 
now that Jay-R's wish was quite complicated 
as it required quite a sum, it was also so un- 
selfish that it was immediately adopted. 

"What we try to do in Make-A-Wish is to lift 
their spirits, says Mikko. "This could make 
the kid stronger and and help him fight off his 
sickness.” 

He rounded up Faith, the pop-capella 
group Out-ofthe-Box and Publicité, a 
Thames Business School organization, as Jay- 
R's Wish Team. 

The Wish Team's core of Mikko, Haydee 
Bellen, Ateneo Grade School Basketball coach 
Jay Salvador, Kritzia Santos, Mina and Amor 
Herera, Denise Peralta and Anna Ramos, 
Worked exceptionally hard to grant Jay-R' wish. 

For his birthday several months ago, Jay-R- 
was given a small party at the PGH ward, 
graced by Ateneo Grade 7 student Biboy 
Reyes, who wore Asi Taulava's jersey inthe re- 
cent Philippine Basketball Association juniors 
league. Biboy served as proxy for Asi who was 
in the USA at that time, He also gave Jay-R his 
Asi Taulava jersey and promised to dedicate 
their team’s first Ateneo Pasarelle game to 
him (which they won). 

A few weeks later, Bong Ravena of the Talk 
N' Text Phone Pals also visited Jay-R on behalf 
of Asi and the Phone Pals team, 


Dream come true 


‘Two weeks later, part one of Jay-R's dream 
came true when his basketball idol finally 
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came to his home to visit. 

"We told Asi to wait in his car 
first, As much as we wanted it to 
be a surprise for Jay-R, we knew 
that his heart was notin the best 
condition,” says Haydee. "But the 
moment Jay-R saw Asis tall 
physique coming out of his can, a 
big smile spread across his face. It 
was a big change because he nor- 
mally had a sad, depressed look 


Eon his face, like most sick kids." 


Tt was an incredible moment 
for Jay-R. Asi gave Jay-R a bas- 
ketball he had signed and, as the 
Phone Pals were leaving for Korea 
the next day, promised to bring 
the boy things from there on his 
next visit. 

“Asi gave Jay-R a lot of inspira- 
tional words,” says Mikko. “He 


constantly told Jay-R to be 
healthy and strong." 

Now that a part of Jay-R's wish 
has been completed, the Wish 
Team is moving on to the Big 
‘Thing—the construction of the 
basketball court. 

For this, the group has decided 
tospearhead a series of fundraisers 
to be able to finance the project. 
‘And from the look of things, God 
seems to be cheering them on 

One day, Mikko and Haydee 
happened to be at the Barangay 
Ginebra Gin Kings’ office, and 
they mentioned Jay-R's case to 
assistant coach Binky Favis. 
Coach Binky told them to write a 
letter, and the next day team 
manager Allan Caidic called 
Mikko up to vouch for their 
team’s support. 


THEKIDS of Faith Basketball during their basketball camp 


Unmasking Slipknot pee 


By Diego Rosano P. Mapa 
bU! Contributor 


eign acis as Manila has be- 

come a must in international 
Concert tour itineraries. Before, 
fans heard of canceled dates of 
the likes of Red Hot Chilli Pep- 
pers, Oasis, Cardigans and Limp. 
Bizkit. Now, they have been hav- 
ing their share of favorite import 
ed acts from the Black Eyed Peas 
to Hoobastank. 

Now, another visitor is coming 
to town, and this one is a real 
monster—Slipknot. 

From Des Moines, lowa 
(where Ozzy Osbourne once bit 
offa bar's head in a concert), this 
nine-piece heavy metal industrial 
act is a real shocker. Each mem- 
bers wears a distinct horrific 
mask. The members refuse to 
show their true identities and 
prefer interviews on the phone, 
‘They are each called by a number, 
and they are dead serious about 
theirimage. 

Besides the rhythm section and 
vocals, they've got two guys on 
customized titanium percussions. 
{sometimes pounded by baseball 
bats or whatever they pick up), 
turntables and samplers. 

Slipknot members said that 
they become their own masts. 

‘According to Revolver maga 
aine's readers poll, the band truly 
creates an energetic, jaw-drop- 


[= it’s che year of for- 


ping live set. It would moshhard- 
er than the audience and stage- 
dive from tremendous heights, 
while still sounding as tight as 
their album, That's why the kids 
justlove'em. 

“This boiling concert, also orga- 
nized by Pulp magazine, is on 
Now. 13 at the Amoranto Stadi- 
um. Ies part of their concert tour 
for their third and most critically 
acclaimed album, "Voli: The 
Subliminal Verses" (Sony Music) 

Described by a criticas “beauti- 
ful and brutal, the album was 
recorded in the allegedly haunted 
Los Angeles mansion of producer 
extraordinaire Rick Rubin (The 
Mars Volta, Audio Slave, RHCP 
and Rage Against the Machine). 

“You can really feel (the effect 
of the mansion) on the album,” 
said vocalist Corey Taylor, “There 
were ghosts in the machine, in 
the equipment. Things would 
freeze, things would loop for no 
reason at all, It was strange." 

Thad a chat with Joey Jordison 
(No. 1) at Sony's phone. He's the 
main drummer and exhibits the 
Kabuki-influenced mask. 1 was 
very afraid, first thinking Id be 
talking with some sick guy, but he 
was very normal, He gave short 
answers, though. I met a guy who 
had a chat with Marilyn Manson 
and he said that Manson was very 
human beneath the subversive, 
front. 

‘Thus, Slipknot's horrible im- 
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PLAYING AND PRAYING. Kids learn the basics of basketball and the 


and Larry Fonacier. 


Thus, the Wish Team's first 
fundraiser for the Jay-R Mingao 
basketball cour is Champions 
United—a benefit game between 
the Talk N Text Phone Pals and the 


age is for shock purposes only. So 
lets see what's behind the mask: 

"What was it like working 
with Rick Rubin? 

He wouldn't stop us from do- 
ing things we wanted. He wanted 
us to express ourselves all the 
time, 

Was his mansion really 
haunted? 

No, we just wanted to seclude 
ourselves from the city and live 
together and focus on making 
music 

"Who were your influences in 
creating this record? 

"We weren't listening to any. 


SLIPKNOT will be 
performing on Manila. 
i soon. 


Christian faith from Faith Basketball and UAAP heroes BJ Manalo 


Barangay Ginebra Gin Kings set for 
Sept. 25 at the Adidas Sports Kamp 
in Fort Bonifacio. 

The event also comes with per- 
formances by 2003 Freestyle 
Asian Face-off Champion Niño 
Ventura and his team, "Flip Bal- 
Jaz," Outof-the-Box and several 
other acts. 

Gift Gate is at the forefront of 
the construction of the basketball 
court for Jay-R. And with every 
purchase at Swatch stores ond 
Kiosks of a Swatch watch, Bijoux 
or Flik Flak watch until Friday, 
Gift Gate is giving away two tick- 
ets to the exhibition game. These 
tickets may be donated to other 
Make-A-Wish kids to give them 
the chance to see their PBA idols 
in action. 

For more info, call MAWF at 
8401553 or 0920-5126960. Or e- 
mail faithbball @yahoo.com, 


E-mail the author at chloe_do- 
minique@yahoo.com 


We publish stories about young 
people and groups who are trying 
to make a'difference. Submit arti- 
cles or send us suggestions at 
Is 2bu@inguirercom.ph, Because 
age is not a hindrance, its a 
springboard for change. 


thing particularly We were listen- 
ing to ourselves. 

Other things you do besides 
being in the band? 

1 do remixes. Basically all still 
connected to music. One of the 
most popular remixes 1 did was 
for Marilyn Manson. 

Who makes your masks? 

1 design my own mask, Actual- 
Jy everybody builds his own 
mask, 

While playing, when it all be- 
comes sweaty and uncomfort- 
able on stage, do you have the 
"urge to remove your mask? 

Yes, but we pledged that we'd 
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Big heart 


|| HAVE you been devoting your 
ime to making the world a bet- 
ter place? Have you been 
pledging your hours to good 
causes? Do you know someone 
dedicated to service? 

Join “Change the World 
‘Through Volunteerism: The 
Search for the Best Stident 
Volunteer” 

We are looking for college 
students with a passion for vol- 
unteerism, You can nominate 
yourself or nominate someone 
else you know. 

Send us a photo copy of the 
nominee's school ID, photos of 
the nominee and answers to 
this questionnai 
| Name: 

Age: 

School: 

Course: 

"Tell us about your volunteer 
experience (projects, organiza- 
tions, causes): 

Which cause you are most 
passionate about? (e.g. pover- 
y arts, literacy) 

‘Why should you be chose as 
the Best Student Volunteer? 
Entries may be sent to 
"Change the World Through 
Volunteerism: The Search for 
the Best Volunteer” Philippine 
i Daily inquirer Bldg. Don Chi- This event, which is sponsored 

no Roces Avenue corner Yague by Bench/HerBench and Kid- 
and Mascardo Streets, Makati diepartycom, will be a fun full- 
City, or e-mailed at changethe- day celebration of the selfless 
world@inquirer.com.ph. act of volunteerism. At this 
| Deadline of submissionison event, the top 20 nominees will 
Jj oct.4,12nn. Allnominees will be escorted down the ramp by 
j automatically receive a gift UAAP players, models and 

pack from Hands On Manila celebrities in a fashion show di- 
and the Philippine Daily In- rected by Ariel Lozada, 
quirer. The three best volunteers 

‘We will be selecting 20nom- will also be announced at this 
inees, who will be featured in event, along with the winner in 
thepages of 2bU! the People's Choice category. 

On Oct. 24, Hands on Mani- ers will receive plaques 
la and the Philippine Daily In- and exciting prizes. 
quirer will have a whole-day All these, because your big 
ia at the NBC Tent called heart and generous spirit de- 


pur 


"VIP: Volunteers im Person.” serve to be in the spotlight, 
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Here's another way to help 
Gift Gate is playing a big role in the construction of the basketball 
court for Jay-R's community. 

‘And now you have the power to help make other dreams come 
tue. 

If you buy a Swatch watch, Swatch Bijoux or Flik Flak watches 
from any Swatch store or kiosk from now until Sept. 24, you will 
be given two tickets to the exhibition game. You can choose to 
Keep the tickets or donate them to a Make-A-Wish kid, helping 
achieve his or her dreams of watching their favorite basketball 
heroes in action during the exhibition game between the Ginebra 
Gin Kings and the Talk N Text Phone Pals on Sept. 25, 6 p.m. at 
the Adidas Sports Kamp, The Fort. 

Three hundred seats are up for grabs for Swatch customers. 


never remove it, even what cir- init? 
cumstance, But off stage, fans Yes, but I don't usually use it. 
still recognize us without it. I Im still into my CDs. l'm still into 
don't mind talking to fans when the Beatles, the Rolling Stones 
they come up to me. Besides, 'm and old Anthrax 

the most recognizable, Tm te Did you ever get into Gwar (a 
smallest in the group. lm only heavy metal band in the late 


54 "80s who dressed themselves 
What's the first rock album up as monsters)? 

youever bought? No, not really. 
"Kiss Alive” Ifyou could collaborate with 
If you would cover a song, anyone, who would it be? 

what would it be? Actually, Ive collaborated with 


Good question... Uhm... “Fear almost everyone I like, but now I 
of Napalm" from a band called guess it would be Mike Patton 
Terrorizer (faith No More, Tomahawk, Mr. 
Do you own an Ipod? What’s Bungle). Mr. Bungle was one of 
my favorites, especially Faith No 

More's “Angel Dust” 

What's the process in making 
your songs? 

Sometimes it just starts with a 
Tif, beat, or ric. Whatever 
comes first. 

Ts it true you collaborated 
with Vanilla Ice? 

Vanilla Ice?! That's just some 
Internet rumor. 

Is it true you're obsessed 
with Fiona Apple? 

That'sanother rumor. 

Now that you're coming to 
the Philippines soon, what 
should your fans expect? 

1 heard that we have a huge 
fanbase there. And when we play 
in a country where we've never 
been, the band is really all out! 
‘We are very much excited, we 
promise go do a great show, | 
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RED BOX BRID/ TUM E 
‘Amaya Barretto with Menchit | 


BLISS 
dee "Oen 
‘Araneta at Red Box 


waiting to be seated, 

‘The artsy ambiance 
enhances the mood of 
the spot, plus there are 
enough nooks and cran- 
nies for private conver- 
sation and frolicsome 
moments. It helps that 
chef Sau del Rosario's 
haute cuisine is always 
exciting and enticing, 

This early, without 
even having a grand 
launch, M Café is al- 
most fully booked with 
events and parties, 

On the other side of the fence, what 
was once Mustang is now called Studio 
M. But this M is not within Greenbelt, It 
isat the Laureano compound, where leg- 
endary party spots like ABG's and Sam- 
bo's used tobe. 

Studio M, owned by nocturnal naviga- 
tor Alfred Lopez, is now a two-story night 
spot, with an all-white VIP area upstairs 
complete with a pole for go-go dancing. 
Oh, did {tell you that the downstairs bar 
has enough room for more go-go dancing 
Fil-Am girls? You must remember that 
this is the home of Mustang Sally (that 
girl), whose dancing prowess is known 
byall guys who read FHM religiously. 

Tt seems like the single-letter-named 
hot spots are getting popular these days. 
XM, M... What's next? E? Well, there's 
Elements right within the G vicinity (it's 
the former Prince of Wales). C? Well, 
thats forthe comfort room, 


Red, red box 
These days, the lure of anything hip is 


AT HOME, partying. 

Indeed, the scene goes in cycles. What 
was once so hot may now be on the cold 
side of the hip barometer during these. 
fickle times. 

Greenbelt is still ground zero for the 
posh set who are all abuzz over M, the Ay- 
ala Museum Café owned by Martin Wis- 
 iewski. Last week when I visited the place 
for happening entrepreneur Joel: Ongs 
birthday bash, there were lines of people 


LIFESTYLE .: 
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mot enough. Some- 
times, the most seem- 
ingly unhip happen- 
ing ends up being the 
most fun. Take the 
case of my second 
home these days, Red 
Box. 

One night, the out- 
door music of Green- 
belt reached noise 
pollution level (with 
retro songs from Rick 
Astley, Spandau Bal- 
let, Debbie Gibson, 
etc) so 1 decided to escape all this by 
bringing my whole group to Red 
Box—where we sang “Never Gonna Give 
You Up," “Gold” and “Electric Youth.” 

‘Whether its a birthday party despedi- 
da or shower party (Amaya Barretto, 
who's getting married this Friday, had a 
sing-all-night session with her pals hosted. 
by Bianca Zobel), Red Box is becoming 
the choice for folks who want to go on ei- 
thera "senti" ora song-and-dance trip. 

One time I even stepped out of Red 
Box at 6 on a Sunday morning! (They 
close at 3 am. on weekends.) As in, no- 
body else was there except my friends 
and I The sun was out. The people were 
Jogging and others were on their way to 
Sunday Mass, And us—we came from a 
Red Box rave. 


Home suite home 

Going back to home gatherings, Ce- 
line Lopez hosted a belated birthday 
bash for the party scene's prodigal son, 
Joel Tantoco. His reason for being back? 
Well, let's just say he's back with a 


© Locsin ane perdas 
zum fart Leasa 
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vengeance! Goodbye London, hello 
Manila! (Wink, wink!) 

Hip, young Manila was fully present to 
welcome Joel back into their arms. He is 
one of the most wellloved party- 
philes—and take note, one of the most 
hard-working as well, taking charge of 
fashion affairs for their family’s Rustan's. 
‘The U floor and the men’s and women's 
sections have: grown by leaps and 
bounds under his guidance. 

In between martini sips, 1 hopped to 
my other favorite place, Struan and Tang, 
on Pasay Road. It is intimate, Wi-Fi-teady 
ust like Lumiere—the scenes favorite 
breakfast and Sunday brunch spot) and 
with yummy food (prawn puffs, anyone?) 
and drinks (almond chai martini, straw- 
berry cheescake margarita”). 

‘And now, August, a much soughtaf- 
ter tarot card reader (popular with the 
Makati Shang crowd) is there to tell you 
who your next boyfriend (or gir friend) 
willbe, 


The week's power parties 

A couple of weeks back, Italian sports 
powerhouse Diadora launched its wares 
at Max Brenner, Donning its sporty span- 
dex were celebs Iza Calzado, Rissa 
‘Samson and LJ Moreno. 

‘Tomorrow, Manual Magazine unveils 
its Ten Most Powerful Men Under 40 ex- 
hibit at che Podium lounge. Check out its 
chunkest issue with Vanni De Sequerra 
as Manual labor force. 

And while we're on the subject of pow- 
er, let's see how the fashion forces collide, 
and who gets to take home the nod and 
the trophy for the first ever MTV Style 
Awards on Tuesday. Pm excited about the 


"disco-luxe style” of its red carpet! 
On the 29th, prepare to be smoothened 
as Johnson and Johnson launches its J&J 
Baby Lotion—Milk! The unveiling of this 
angel's juice will happen at the Westin ball- 
room, where instead of drinking milk, we 
will lather and pamper our skin. 
Nowhow's that for eocooning? 
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Shell Citibank Gold Mastercard 


Shell Citibank Cassi MasterCard 


Free fuel. Free First Year Annual Fees.* 


Apply for a Shell Citibank MasterCard and get P500 worth of free fuel for 
Classic and P1,000 worth of free fuel for Gold from participating Shell stations. 
Promo Period extended until September 24, 2004. See flyers for details. 


Per DTLNCR Permit No. 3728, series of 2008 | 


Plus, enjoy all the standard benefits of a Shell Citibank MasterCard: 

+ 2% rebate for fuel purchases at participating Shell stations and 0.5% rebate on 
all other purchases. No limits on the rebates you can earn! 

«+ Free 24-hour towing and roadside assistance from Wheelers Club 
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Get more mileage out of your Credit Card. Apply for a Shell Citibank MasterCard 
now. Call 423-3000 or visit www.citibank.com.ph for online applications. 
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+ FREE Personal Coffeemaker if your application gets approved by 
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TELECOM Exclusives 


SUPER SISI! Owning a Globe Handyphone has never been easier! 
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$ Diners Club, Equitable; HSBC, Metrobank, Standard Chartered and Unionbank: 
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The Philippine crocodile 
is close to extinction, unlike 
its kin in Congress 


- No 


Croc 
chronicles 


By LR. Victorio. paths with the endangered rep- 
ZbUI Correspondent. tile. 

Remember the top and tail 
IE UNFAIRtomixFil. When capturing a croc, its not 


Tinodo ang DXN' na pumipigil ng uho. 


Bh ere. hard to forget those jaws—they d E x 
ipino politicians and Pard e forge os n s ar 
p can bi at 3,000 pounds bos ang ubo at anumang kasama nito! “= 
crocodiles together. per square inch. But don’t forget — m — 
It's even more unfair to to watch out for the tail, too. po 
compare politicians with Dr Barr recalls getting a bro- 
crocodiles. While one isa fea Jeg fom te unen ponve 
cold-blooded vici Meine font 
ÍOUS gained control of the head, don't 
monster the other is à forget that the tail may whip 


harmless and shy animal around your way. - 7274 71/7715 
classified as critically en- Small deest mem safe MOUTO 
Many people don't think of rep- d 


Herbal Tea 
dangered by, the World tiles as being good parents, but E 
Conservation Union. o. croc mothers cam dore on their TOP HERBAL SLIMMING 
Doe z lation- young for years. If you see a 
al Geographic Channel was e. swamp of Baby crocs, resist the TEA BRAND OF THE YEAR 
cently in town tostudy oneofthe temptation of coddling them like Consumer's Choice Awards 
23 crocodilian species on earth, kittens or pups because you can j 2t» zi Th 
the Crocodylus Mindorensis. bet thar che mothers are nearby p, ofthe National Consumer 
" denen ^ Don't get tangled up in rope. d Y ‘Airs Foundatic 
im the valleys of Isabela, the when easing a rope or snare over - 
Philppsessocediiscireioer pog may ger angry an Sart d Thank you for making us 
tinetion, with only less than @ thrashing around. If youre tan- 00% 7 
hundredremaining inthe wilds. fled in the rope atthe bottom of no. 
Below are croc pointers or fhe boat and you go over, you're 
things you should do if you cross history 
And never wrap the rope | 9 DIAMOND LABORATORIES. INC. 
around your hand and especially = =" 
yyourneck. A croccan jerk its head 
and pull your hand or head right 
off. Dr. Barr witnessed this first- 


fand during a shooting of Ne 
tonal. Geographic Channels „ -YOUR PROBLEM: 


* Versace. | LIMP, THINNING HAIR 


Crocs have extraordinary color nes 


eyesight, a great sense of smell y 
and good hearing—all packed in 
4 a small area in their skulls. This 
| means that they can lie sub- 
merged in water, with only the 
tiniest part peeking out, and wait 
for you to make the wrong move. 
Just because you can't see them, 


THEPINOY/D3 


SVENSON'S HAIR LOSS Rx: 


Ultra-Lush 
Volumizer Treatment 


Does your hair appear wispy and withering? Svenson 
International can tum your hair from limp and thinning 
to lush and thick with Ultra-Lush Volumizer Treatment. 
It is specially formulated to revive every strand and 
produce thicker, stronger-growing hair. A fuller and lush 
lock will be restored — your hair’s true “crowning glory!” 


You don't have to suffer from hair loss. Take the. 
Svenson solution for your thinning hair and look forward 3 , 
‘to more lushness and thickness. Call Svenson for a FREE The drinks pictured above 


hair and scalp check-up. are for the health-conscious. 


Low calorie, and like this ad, 
completely sugar free. 
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TT just occurred to me that in four 
I days 1 would be another year older, 
and yet I felt trapped in a desolate 
Toom without windows or doors, a space 
of deafening silence divorced from real 
life. 1 was in a loop that went on in cir 
cles. 1 was depressed, and I needed an 
outlet. 
Browsing through my e-mails, I found 
just the place to vent out my angst: Ca- 
gayan Valley. Unlike other 2BU! adven- 


lian ra 


rure tours which I had to literally beg for © 


ito cover, this expedition had only a few 


takers, And for one good reason: 


crocodiles! 
No sane person would want to come 
face to face with a reptile that could rip 


Your limbs off with a snap ofits jaws. But S 


asa reptilian fanatic, I knew I would feed 
myself to the crocs if I had given up the 
chance to get up close and personal with 
our cold-blooded friends. 

More e-mails and phone calls later 
with the National Geographic's PR agen- 
cy here in Manila, Agatep & Associates 
Tac., I found myself bound for Tague- 
gario City via Air Philippines on a lazy 
Friday noon. 

Iwas already miles away from Manila 
and yet I stil felt miserable and low. 
Then, thug! Therough landing shook the 
blues outof me. 


Conservation efforts 

‘was with 13 other media people com- 
ing from the Philippines, Thailand and Tai- 
wan, We were there to check out and 
spread the word on the crocodile conser- 
vation efforts of some locals, together with. 


DR. Brady Barr with the aüthor and other journalists from Taiwan, Thailand and the 


Philippines 


a nén-government organization. A press 
conference awaited us ata local hotel. 

Present were people from Crocodile 
Rehabilitation, Observation and Conser- 
vation Project (CROC); Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources; 
"representatives from the Isabela State 
University local media and local govern- 
ment of San Mariano in Isabela 

From the presentation, we gathered 
that the Philippine crocodile, Crocodylus 
mindorensis, is a critically endangered 
species endemic only to the country, with 
only about a hundred or so believed to 


exist. Thus, the Philippines stands in 
danger of losing another national trea- 
sure if conservation isnot undertaken. 

As presented by Dr. Merlijn van Weerd, 
Project Team Leader of CROC, the Philip- 
pine crocodile somehow represents the 
Filipino people with its small features and 
shy and harmless character. This is far 
from the general misconception that the 
animal is a vicious and aggressive m 
ster, and what's more, a virtual stand-in 
for corrupt government officials. 

The following day, we were given the 
chance to explore two caves, Callao and 


pture 


Sierra (out of some 300 in the area). The 
seven-chambered Callao Cave boasts of 
massive limestone formations, a skylight 
and a chapel within its second chamber. 
However, one must endure climbing 187 
steps to its opening. 

More difficult to reach was the dark 
and wet Sierra Cave. Here we had to pass 
through thick vegetation to a gate-en- 
closed entrance that dropped 10 feet toa 
cavern. Inside are spectacular stalactite 
and stalagmite formations and, sadly, 
signs of widespread desecration by visi- 
tors and greedy rock hunters. 

Scheduled for the aftemoon was a 
closed-door interview with Dr Brady Barr, 
host of National Geographic's series of 
Crocodile Chronicles. This herpetologist 
(nope; he's not into sexually transmitted 
diseases) has, among others, been bitten 
in the face by a large boa constrictor and 
attacked by an angry crocodile. But his 
passion for reptiles drives him to explore 
more swamps, rivers and caves around 
the world in search of more knowledge 
about these animals. 


Undiscovered paradise 
Next day we were off to the barrio of 
San Mariano to visit the crocodile sanc- 
tuary located in a stretch of the Disulap’ 
River For 30 minutes, we hacked our 
through mud, soil and two-meter- 
high com crops and thorny cogon grass 
before reaching the rocky banks of the 
river, all murky and tired. 
But the exhaustion was all worth it, as 
the place looked like an undiscovered 


paradise. 1 immediately jumped into the 


The Philippine crocodile is far from the 
vicious and aggressive monster it is 
commonly made out to be 


cold water, unmindful of getting my 
muddy shoes and pants wet. I was hav- 
ing so much fun on my birthday that I 
completely forgot 1 was in crocodile 
‘country. But what the heck! 

We enjoyed a feast of fried freshwater 
fish, string beans in soy sauce, pork cut- 
lets in soy sauce and vinegar, and rice 
noodle soup (tilapia, sitaw, adobo and 
misua) courtesy of our host, the earetak- 
erofthe sanctuary. 

Afterwards, we had to trek back to our 
vehicles. Since it was night already, we 
communicated by making howling 
sounds so as not to ose each other, Alter 
a few more hours of bumping along on 
rough roads, we staggered into town— 
only to discover that restaurants in Ca- 
gayan closed early. 

But we did find one, a local fast food 
house named "Tasty Hut.” It was every- 
thing but. Still, we were famished, so we 
hada blast nonetheless. 

‘Well all good things must come to an 
end. As | packed my wet and muddy 
clothes into my bags, I realized that 1 
‘would not oniy bring home bruises, lots 
of dirt and stories to tell, but also memo- 
ries of adventure and fun with new 
friends from other countries. 

Better yet, | now saw crocodiles in a 
new light. With the ordeal they're going 
through to survive the modern world, 1 
had no excuse o feel sorry for myself. My 
lingering self-pity deserved nothing 
more than crocodile tears. JR. Victorio 


E-mail the author at jr yictorioya- 
hhoo.com 


‘Text and photos by Ruth L. Navarra 


A CHALLENGE had been issued and eight 
teams came to answer 
"The cheerdancers clad in yellow, maroon, 
green, red and blue, armed with pompoms 
and other cheering paraphernalia, marched 
to Araneta Coliseum, Their mission: conquer 
the 6th UAAP Nestle Nonstop Black Cheer- 
dancing Competition. 
As people started to fil the hall, the cheer- 
dancers prepared in their dugouts. 
Ateneo was reading text messages from their 
supporters, La Salle was doing some pep talk, 
Adamson received lastminute instructions 
from their coach, UE was taking photos for sou- 
venirs and NU was doing some stretching. 
In between the flurry of makeup and cos- 
tume changes was the excited energy that 
filled the ar. 


Somber vibe 

“The Far Eastern University pep squad, how- 
ever, had a different vibe. In their dressing 
room, they rarely smiled, their expressions 
uniformly somber. 

“We just learned that morning that some of 
our uniforms were not yet reads,” said team 
captain Brian Peralta in Filipino. "Our chore- 
ographer kept on telling us that the judges 
would rate our performance, not our uni- 
forms. But it was still painful for us.” 

Due to the mix-up, most members of the 
squad were forced to wear the same outfit 
they had last year—faded uniforms that had. 
obviously seen better days. 

The hardest part of the ordeal, they said, 
was that the crowd would definitely notice. 
‘Thus, they no longer expected to be includ- 


IT'S hard to put a good team down. The 
FEU squad showing what they're made of 
 AKGSTORACKUL 


ed in the top three. They just wanted to 
please the crowd who went all the way from 
Recto to support them. So they went out, 


smiled and performed. 


EERTE RET s 


| The valiant efforts of many schools were 


squad of the UST Saling: 


Pilipinas!” The UP Pep Squad 
working hard for a shot at the. 


crown 


"LORD, every lft we make, we 
lift to you,” says the La Salle 


GRAND SLAM, 


The UST Salinggawi Dance 


‘And what do you know, they placed third! 
‘Their vietory seemed as sweet as getting the, 
‘grand prize. 

‘The University of the Philippines -Pep 
Squad's chaperone was very protective of her 
cheerdancers. She requested that interviews 
be done after the event as the team had to 
‘concentrate on staying focused. 

‘The team's approach was to do a “mental 
rehearsal" before the actual competition. 
Meaning, they practiced their routine in their 
heads. 

UP’ teami is famous for trend-setting fash- 
ion in the cheerleading arena, so it has be- 
come part of the competition to anticipate 
‘what they would wear every year. This time, 
they decreed that “classic and simple” was the 
orm again. 

Ever since they lost their crown three years 
ago, UP's rah-rah team had worked mightily 
to reclaim the honor. They had spent months 
of grueling practice, working on their rou- 
ünes five to six hours a day. 


‘Troupe takes home the trophy 
for the third time. sucusrcaAcuz 


“GOD, please be a Thomasi 


THEY bark and} 


Powerhouse squad 

But even their most valiant efforts wer 
‘enough to topple the powerhouse squi 
the UST Salinggawi Dance Troupe. 

‘Before the Salinggawi performed the r 
orable helicopter toss in front of the estim 
17,000 crowd, the squad had repeated 
hearsed itin the driveway of the Big Dom 

"We wanted to execute our routines 
fectly or come close to it said team ca] 
Jacky Tan in Filipino. 

Given the team's fondness for somers! 
in the air, anything les than perfection w 
have been dangerous, 

Happily, this was one team that 
wouldn't be caught off-guard, either by 
eras, the press or a heckling crowd. In 
candid moments, what you get is a pict 
a happy and relaxed squad. 

"Thats why, if having fun was the for 
for success in cheerleading, then the S. 
gawi was most certainly doing one hech 
job. They won their third consecutive 
that day 

"While a sea of yellow triumphantly cho 
“Go Uste!” to bring the team to a stirriny 
ish, the other teams raised their fists and 
their own school hymn. 

Te was a moment of glory not only fo 

X winners but also for every team who pal 
pated in the competition and showed t 
‘what school spirit meant. 


they bite. The NU Bulldogs overhauled their 


whole routine this year. 
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it doesn't mean they can't see you. 

- Know your crocs. When we talk about 
crocs, we're talking about any member of the 
reptile order. Crocodylia—that 
crocodile, alligators, caimans and gharials. 

One of the questions that people frequently 
ask is the difference between an alligator and 
a crocodile. The easiest way to tell 
shape of their heads—gators have powerful 
duckbili snouts for eating hardshell preys 
such as turtles. Crocodiles have a broader 
snout because they're more of generalists 
—they hunt a larger variety of prey. 

Stop! Or this croc will bite! When youre 
around a croc, you have to move slowly if you 
want to keep him calm. Avoid sudden move- 

“ments. 

Beware ofthe breeding season. Male crocs 

are most aggressive during the breeding season. 

re very territorial, and if youre in their do- 
main, you better be careful, even if you're on a 
boat. Males may view boats as either another 
roc or just something they don't want in their 
space, so they may attack the boat. 

Crocs don't chew, they tear. Crocs swal- 
low their food whole or tear off pieces—and 
thats why you see cooperative feeding with 
crocs. Their teeth altemate upper, lower, up- 
pez lower, so they bite down, do what's called. 
the "death roll” and basically tear along the 

dotted line. 

To make up for the fact that they cannot 
chew their food, they have incredibly strong 
stomach acids that can readily dissolve bone. 


DR. Barr, the author and a captive crocodile 


But they can't digest keratin, which makes up 
the hair, feathers and hooves. So crocs regur- 
gitate that suff, just like cats coughing up a 
haiball. 

Formerly widely distributed throughout 
the Philippines, the Philippine crocodile is 
now thought to be restricted to a few remote 
areas in Mindanao, Negros and Luzon. 

They were first seen in 1935 on Mindoro 
(hence the name C. mindorensis). But there 
has been no crocodile sited in the island re- 
cently, 

1n 1999, crocodiles were spotted in the mu- 
nicipality of San Mariano, Isabela. Since then, 
six sub-populations have been identified, and 
conservation efforts are being undertaken to 
preserve their sanctuaries. 
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‘The lack of awareness and the undeserved 
bad reputation of these reptiles have led to 
their fast eradication, abetted by hunting, ille- 
gal logging, slash-and-burn farming and soil. 
erosion. 

‘Together with the provincial government 
ofsabela, Isabela State University and Leiden 
University of the Netherlands; and in cooper. 
ation with the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources, the Crocodile Reha- 
bilitation, Observation and Conservation pro- 
ject was established to protect the wildlife 
‘and to provide information to communities so 
as to save the endangered freshwater 
crocodile of the Philippines. 


E-mail vanderploegian Gpacifi netph 


ot enough to topple 
wi Dance Troupe 


NO bad blood in this team. The Adamson Falcons 
had aretreat just before the competitions. 


THE ATENEO pep squad reads messages of support 
from their big fans—the Blue Eagles. 


MELANIE Productions presents 
"m "d 


Avel Bacudio, Alex Pigao 

James Reyes, Popoy Barba, & Pablo Mendez. 

Bong Lazo, Loyola Ignacio 
Armhand Remojo, Frederick Alba, & Gener Gozum 

Retaso fashion gala 

September 25, 2004; 7 p.m. Centennial Ballroom 
Manila Hotel, CHILDHOPE 

FOUNDATION 


Presented by 
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A Pnoy favorite has made it to the nternetional scene! NOW, NaGaraya is avaiable anb 
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Marcos Sainz has a computer 
engineering degree, music course 

at Berklee, a versatile band, good looks 
and inner peace to boot 


um 


WHITE linen shirt. 
with twisted pleats 
by Silk Cocoon 
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By Niño Mark M. Sablan such species kick in. Like around doesn’t qualify me to to another level by playing teach- 
 2bU! Correspondent he must be your typical know him thoroughly, let me as- er (unofficially for me) to a num- 
E good look at ™acho_man—a huge Sare you that, from ourconversa-berafenthusiass, | 

NE good look at tions, he tums our tobe nowhere His goal, as with every you? 
the “undeniably Deartbreaker, and love earibatmachomansrereorype. “Nirvana, Complete pure happi- 
d-lookin; magnet, : gl Born in the Philippines but ness. Union with God. Culmina- 
good-looking in his prime. brought up in Spain, chis half ton of spiritual practice,” he 
Marcos Sainz, and our though some hours’ Pinoy half-Spanish dude took up says, 
usual assumptions about college in New York City and is : 
now geting more unis in Mas- Faveactivity 
sachusetts. But piano playing will always 
Given his good looks, some remain Marcos favorite acti. 
people may assume that Marcos He was a pianist/keyboardist 
is a moron. Well, take this: Not fora band in Spain, back when he 
only is he an autodidacle pianist was 14, After realizing he could 
{someone who learned to play on make a career out of his talent, he 
his own) who is finally taking for- sent Berklee a demo CD in 2002, 
er ; i BÍ mallesonsattheBerheeClege which promptly got him in—on a 
acc - of Music in Boston, he also scholarship at that. 
worked for Palm right after fin- The timing was great. Palm 
ishing his Computer Engineering had laid off its employees, includ- 
course im Columbia University. ing Marcos, so he had the perfect 
And did] mention that he gradu- excuse to leave work and go back 
ated summa cum laude? Of, and to school 
he does yoga, too. irs been a year down for him at. 
the prestigious school, with a 
Second look couple more to go. So far, so 
For a guy like Marcos who was good, he says. He has his own 
into soccer, squash and rock: band called Bora, where, apart 
climbing, yoga was a no-no at from being the man behind the 
frs. "I thought yoga was for keys he also pays travel agent, 
girls,” he says, His then-girlfriend driver, sound technician, compos- 
was already into it, but Marcos erand arranger. 
Simply. thought the lifesyle Made up of talented, idiosy- 
wasn for him: cratic musie lovers from five di- 
Strangely it was when thecou- ferent countries, Boras sound is 
ple broke up that Marcos gave yo- pretty much “energetic, funk, 
gaasecond look, after realizing it dance, R&B, jazzy harmonies, 
could be helpful in treating his acid, some of them laidback, with 
chronic back pain. Brazilian rhythms,” says Marcos. 
‘fer approximately ayearand He likens it to acts such as Incog- 
a half of bends, poses and deep — nito, the Brand New Heavies and 
Breaths for 90-120 minutes every Jamiroquai—in other words, an 
morning, six days a week, Marcos eardiiendlyband that happens to 
has gotten rid of the backache. have drool-worthy members as 
And he says he has achieved a well 
measure of inner peace. And when will Pinoys get to 
Which i something he un- seeand hear Bora? 
doubiedly needs, considering “It depends,” says Marcos. By 
thar he has four fields of interest that he means his ability to scrape 
to focus his time, atention and enough funds to fiy the whole 
energy on: engineering, yoga, band to the Philippines, But he 
tusieand modeling Andsasheis says he'd Jove to have is fellow 
Ghuik to add: “Living in New York Pinoys groove to the band 
(or seven yeascihars mot Paging big-money sponsors out 
peace” there, Surely, we dont have o 
sa yogi, Marcos has shifted wat for summer to taste Bora? 
from a meat-based diet to a lac- 
tovegerarian one And hehastak- E-mail the author at 
en his study and practice of yoga marksablan_2bu@yahoo.com 
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Quick 


beauty 


j perk-ups 


HE THING I love most z 

I about this whole busi- (f 

ness of beauty is how NYA‘ 
de it takes to perk yourself 
up. 

These days, a makeover 
doesn't always require an i 
possible slew of the latest 
products or the aid of inten- 
sivelyrained, professionals, 
Sometimes, the best picker- 

Upper could be that unassum. LO" 


ing tube you've stashed in Gahol 


your medicine cabinet eons 
ago. 

So, need a quick beauty lift? Search your 
product collection for magic potions or dis- 
cover new ones and try one (or all) of these 
mini-makeovers for a good hait/skin/face 
day! 

Céleteque Facial Wash and Water-Based 
Moisturizer. I's been a while since I last 
stepped out ofthe house with absolutely noth- 
ing on my face—tinted moisturizer is usually 
my minimum, as my skin can get dry 

Now though, when 1 feel the need to let my 
skin breathe, this is the combo I turn to for a 
fresh face. The wash leaves my face clean—not 
parched—with its natural moisturizing factor. 
T follow up with the wonderfully cool gel mois- 
turizer that melts right into my skin. Then 1 go 
on with my day with nary a need for retouch- 
ing or fussing over the condition of my com- 
plexion. 

Bench Fix Wearable Treatment. Do you 
wake up in the morning and wish you had a 
stylist waiting in the bathroom for your crown- 
ing glory? You can go on wishing, or you can 
get yourself a handy styling aid-slash-condi- 
tioner like this one from Bench. 

‘A pea-sized dollop will get those strays be- 
having, while a little more will give your hair 
the hold ofa light gel and the manageability of 
an anti-frizz serum. This is best for any hair 
type, except for extremely curly textures. For 
those, youll do better with a spray-on prod 
thatwon'tweigh your locks down, like Bench 
Fix Shine Spray, to tame that mane. 

Prestige Eyeliner. 1 don't like wearing 
makeup—too much of it anyway. But when Í 
‘want to look made-up with the least possible 
damage to my kikay kit, I bring out eyeliner 
and glam up my eyes. 

Perfect for a fussfree night look, Prestige 
eyeliners give just the right amount of smudge. 
You won't look like a raccoon on yout first visit 
to the ladies room for a touch-up. 

Shu Uemura Eyelash Curler. I can't stress it 
enough: Curl your lashes! Ies the best trick that 
doesn't involve chemicals or possible damage 
to your skin. And I can't stress this any further: 


SHU Uemura 
Eyelash Curler 


PICO 


‘Shu Uemura has the best 
lash curler. Just take my 
‘word for itor every oth- 
er girls, for that matter. 


has always been my fa- 
vorite low-maintenance 
lip careslash-color, but 
Tve switched to the cher- 
ry flavored one. 

I used to tote Lip 
Smooth in Brownie wher- 
ever went, until realized that the nude shade 
disappeared right into my post-summer pale- 
ness. Cherry gives me a subtle, just-bitten, un- 
Lipps candy pink that goes perfectly with a 
slight flush 

‘The Body Collection Coconut Cream 
‘Twinkling Body Shimmer. Though it comesin 
a cutesy-kiddy litle package, this gorgeous 
tube of beach-babe glow is anything but. 

YEyou'd want to feel extra sexy in that shoul- 
der-baring top, lather on this yummy-scented. 
body shimmer and light up your entire look 
(and the entire room when you step in). Use a 
small amount on your cheekbones as a high- 
lighter too, if you want more glam. 

Philosophy Pure Grace Cologne Spray. 
"The only scent that has the soap-and-water- 
cleanliness captured in a bottle, Philosophy 
ure Grace is the only cologne you'd ever need 
for everyday and night. 

T absolutely love the freshness it lends my 
spirit (its true—m not just being cheesy 
aboutit), regardless of whether I spray iton in 
the moming or as an alternative to caffeine on 
late nights. 

‘The Body Shop Matte It. Useful for either 
your lips or your complexion, this product can 
give your lipie and your face an entirely dif- 
ferent look with a discreet swipe. 

If youd rather be polished princess than 
dewy dame, a few drops of Matte It will in- 
stantly banish all traces of shine without dry- 
ness, A dash of this prod will give your face a 
trafic-stopping matte finish in a snap. 

Clarins Instant Tanning Gel. A tan can tum 
any Plain Jane into a sizzling Brazilian babe. 
Okay, not exactly but there's something about. 
a bronze sheen that spells sey even when 
the sun and sand are still a plane and boat ride 
away 

Clarins is still the faux tan authority, so if 
you can't wait for a beach trip, graba tube and 
indulge your holiday fantasies through your 
skin. 

Mistine Lip and Cheek Tint. 1 don't mind 
beginning to sound like a broken record on ac- 
‘count of this product. I found myself paler than 
ever with a bad case of the sniffles this week, 
and this was my only salvation! 

Td wake up a ghastly white, but a few drops 
ofthis genius of a blush gave my poor health a 
pretty disguise. What can I say? 1 love this 
product. 


Mistine at Mimi Cosmetics, Independent 
Lifestyles Wing, Rockwell Powerplant Mall; Shu 
Uemura, Clarins at Rustan's; The Body Shop at 
major malls; Philosophy, The Body Collection, 
Prestige at Beauty Bar; Céleteque at drugstores 
and health and beauty stores; Maybelline, Bench 
Fixat PCR 


Email the author at lora_gahol@yahoo.com 
or pai yaniyfare@hotmailcom 


Uso raw sa girls yung naka- 


Search your product 
collection for magic 
potions or discover new 
ones and try one of these 
snappy mini-makeovers 
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A lot of girls are hooked on “i” - LIPOVITAN IRA to increase 
mental alertness, energy and stamina! 
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'ME ALL ABOUT You. VERY 
FLATTERING THINGS, I 
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WHEN EVERY, 


1 THE SAME. 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY BY LYRA GARCELLANO 
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AN “ANONYMOUS” FAN |LetteR TODAY. I ALREADY 
Letter From yours |Got tHe “You'Re FANTA- 
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HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE. 


YOU BORN TODAY: You have strong, focused, disciplined energy. Because of this, you achieve much. You mul- 
titask and do several projects at once. You're outgoing and extroverted, as well as solitary and introverted. You 
have a dry sense of humor. You influence others around you, whether you know it or not. This year is fll of ex- 
citing, fresh beginnings! 

Birthdate of: Bonnie Hunt, actress; Junko Tabei, mountain-climber; Scott Baio. actor. 
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and Advance Lengthening Max. the fest and wil noc wear of | |S [a xou THEBIS 
cara curls lengthen and thicken for at least eight hours. a [3 
your lashes. Boch mascaras can be easly | d | 2 13 Gone On 20 
The Advance Flexicoat Tech- wiped off with any ohbeed | |3 E 
nology a waterproof mascara makeup remover. a [s MinDHUNTERS 4 
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Fashionista NOW SHOWI NG 
finalists bared MrRCE > Ras FLASH! SE S FILM AHEAD or 
WILD Vines fruit-flavored wines announces USA RELEASE rron MIRAMAX 
the finalists for the Fashionista 2K4 design 3 2. 
competition, to be held Sept. 23 at the Cul- 3 > s 
sl Hall Fenon MegaplacaBulding Ru » They hme 
Makati. ^. $ T T " 
Stans of the county's top schools end . : i Thei Identities Are etl 
universities will showcase designs inspired by 3 aaia 
"60s fashion and the spirit of Wild Vines 7 Their Missions Are Highly Conil 
Eo 
‘Alodoa Cecilia Sales (Golden Hands Fash- om | i inal Assignment? 
romand Are Send ox CHENS), Margarin 8- Can They nie Tre Fina Assignment 
abel Cordova (Far Eastern Universi), Irene : ^ 


Sia and Gladimir Echaverra (both from De la 
Salle University-College of St. Benilde) 
worked on the romantic hues of Wild Vines 
Strawberry White Zinfandel. 

‘Wild Vines Peach Chardonnay inspired the 
designs of Patrick John Cruz (University of 
Sto. Tomas), Jose Losa (UST), Michelle Dy 
La Salle College International or LSCI) and 
Floresca Vie Josmar (DLSU-CSB) 

Interpreting Wild Vines Raspberry Zinfan- 
del are John Rafael Tolentino (GHFAS), Joey 
Santiago (University ofthe East), Norman Ca- 
bos (UE) and John Herrera (Fashion Institute 
ofthe Phils.) 

Designers for Blackberry Merlot are Magda 
Catherine Tuazon (LSCI), Sally Ocampochua. 
(GHFAS), Ann Therese Gacutan (University 
of the Philippines) and William Barja (Cora 
Doloroso Career Center) 

"The grand champion will receive a trophy, 


cash prize and an exchisive apprenticeship : e i f 7 
‘ith couturier Renee Salud. SURTAR 
Wild Vines,a product of E& Gallo, isexclu- Azou : 


sively distributed by The Andresons Group. 


Inquirer cordially invites its subscriber 
to a grand scrimp chic celebration > 


Y 
on Friday, the 24th of September 


\ 
Madame et Mademoiselle: 
Learn to look like a princess 
without spending like one as JUST SHOP 
X. -Puts:the chic in cheap. 
We fresent to you low budget items 
E that se in style: 


EN 
e Gel Chicin the. by with the best-priced 
LBD. (Little Bfack Dress) in town 
e Learn the art of chic 
from Manila's queens of style_ 
e Get that drugstore chic, look = 
with spa pampering beauty products 


i 

| 
Shopping has never been this easy’ | 
Or the wallet £ i 


"4 


SE 


BH 
Now 7::shop guilt-free! y 


"JUST SHOP is given fre to Inquirer subscribers in Metro Manila. 
you went to be m inquirer subscriber, pleese call 528-0183 or 527-3348. 
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oxidant. Its Natural Hydroxyl Acid content is 
beneficial for the skin and helps fight the ag- 
ing process. Chocolate is also an effective nat- 
ural relaxant, thanks to serotonin, 

“The wrap will last for 15 minutes. While 
we're waiting, I will massage your face,” Myla 
said. The treat was far from over. 

During every spa trip, one reaches the 
point of surrender—that point when you let 
goof everything, when you finally let all wot- 
Ties of the outside world stay outside while 
you succumb to the pleasure of your treat- 
ment. I reached this state as Myla massaged 
my face with chocolate. Thanks to the soft 
music, the rich smell of chocolate and the 
massage, I found myself in a sleepy haze. 

1 couldn't be too sure now, it could have 
been my dreamy state, but for a time, the soft 
music was replaced with the sounds of waves 
crashing and birds chirping. In my chocolate- 
induced haze, I heard a strange distant sound. 
Trtooka while before I realized that my phone 
had been ringing. No, I didn't pick up. 1 was 
still too deep in my enjoyment. 

From now on, in my head, Myla will always 
bethe queen of multi-tasking. 

Because my eyes were closed as she mas- 


TUB OF JOY. This Jacuzzi 
isheaven 


Chocolate covered ever 
inch of me. It was the 
ultimate indulgence. Willy 


Wonka would be proud 


Chocolate 
acuzzli 


By Pam Pastor. After wiping off the walnut and oil mixture, 
E Myla helped me lie on my back so she could 
LAUGHED with the gods of irony when 1 work on my other side. 


realized that my Chocolate Lovers Body 
«A. Scrub treatment at the Pinnacle Health- 

pointe was scheduled on the third day of yet 
another failed attempt at Atkins. 

What the heck, I figured. 1 was depriving 
my taste buds of sugar. I might as well let my 
skin have it 

My spa attendant, a quiet lady named My- 
la, led me to Pinnacle's Java room. One step. 
‘was all it took for me to know that I had just 
entered paradise. The room had everything I 
could need—my own toilet, a shower stall 
and a Jacuzzi. Myla handed me a change of 
clothes: a mocha top, shorts and disposable 
panties. Soon, I was lying on my stomach on 
the massage table, which had been laden with 
banana leaves. 

‘Myla began slathering a walnut and olive 
oil mixture on my body, rubbing my skin gen- 


There was a large panel of the glass on one 
side of the room, offering a view of a single 
lush plant. When my eyes weren't closed, I 
kept my eyes on that serene scene. It helped 
me relax even more. Instrumental music 
played softly in the room, adding to the expe- 

Soon, it was time for my chocolate plea- 
sure. 

Myla brought the bowl of chocolate mi 
ture close to my nose. I inhaled deeply, 
breathing in its sweet richness. I found out 
later that Pinnacle uses pure Hershey's choco- 
Tate for their mixture. 

T tried to resist the urge to lick my arm as 
Myla massaged the chocolate onto my body. 
She was very thorough. When she was done, 
chocolate covered every inch of me—eve: 
armpits, my chest and my unmentionables. 


ly Wonka 


e^ diy "The walnut will help exfoliate your skin, was the ultimate indulgence. Wi 
removing dead skin cells while the olive oil would be proud. 

moisturizes,” she said. Myla has magic hands. 

T entered that room bogged down with so Chocolate goodness 

many thoughts about so many things but] Myla wrapped my body so it could absorb 

could feel them flying away as I enjoyed her the goodness of the chocolate mixture. The 

firm but gentle kneading. banana leaves aid in the absorption process. 


Quiapo « Makati « Cubao « Harrison « North Edsa » Sta. Mesa + Ortigas 
Las Pinas Bacoor «Fairview Manila « Pampanga « loo « Cebu » Davao 

Cagayan de Oro « Bicutan « Lucena « Baguio Marilo Dasmariñas. 
Sas aaan escrito EE RR 
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saged my face, I had no idea she had drawn a. 
bath for me in the Jacuzzi—bubbles, rose 
petals, rosemary oil and all. I never even felt. 
her hands leave my face! 

Myle unwrapped me and proceeded to 
wipe the chocolate off my body. She asked, 
“Would you like to steam while you shower?" 

1 nodded, She turned on the steam and 
‘made sure the temperature was just right be- 
fore I stepped in. Myla left the room, leaving 
me to wash the rest of the chocolate off in the. 
shower. 


Bubbles and rose petals 

When 1 was done, Myla returned to the 
room and directed me towards the Jacu 
Jet myself sink into the whirling pool of bub- 
bles and rose petals. The soft scent of rose- 
mary lingered in the air. 

She placed a tall glass of cold pink fruit 
juice on the side of the tub before leaving the 
Toom again, allowing me to enjoy my drink 
with the Jacuzzi, 

My version of heaven used to be sitting on 
Boracay sand while sipping a banana-mango 
shake, But that moment might have been re- 
placed by my Jacuzzi experience 

Reluctantly, I left the Jacuzzi and showered 
the bubbles off. 1 left the shower, toweled my- 
self dry and got ready to put on my clothes 
again. But the treat till wasnt over. 

‘Myla asked me to lie on the bed again, so 
she could massage me with lotion, the final 
step in my delightful treatment. 

‘The entire process was so long and pleasur- 
able that the treatment’s price seemed sur- 
prisingly low. 

When I was dressed in my own clothes 
again, Myla took me fora tour around the spa. 
She showed me the common rooms, the other 
special rooms and the couple rooms. Each 
special room had a different theme, ensuring 
a brand new experience for spa visitors. 

She told me about their other treatments. 
‘Aside from aromatherapy, Swedish, sports 
massages and Dermalogica face treatments, 
they also offer a variety of other services to 
spoil and pamper your body: the Salt Glow 
Scrub (their most popular treatment—an exfo- 
Bating treatment using unprocessed sea salts 
and aromatic essential ol), Invigorating Body 
Scrub (which utilizes barako coffee beans 
mixed with rice), Javanese Lulur (a Javanese 
royalty-inspired body treatment that was origi- 
nally used as a prenuptial pampering and 
cleansing treatment), Nourishing Body Wrap. 
(à mixture of oatmeal, honey and milk), Cu- 
cumber Body Wrap (this is ideal for sun-dam- 
aged skin), Ginger Body Wrap (a heat-activat 
ed treatment for tired, sore muscles), Seaweed 
Body Wrap (ideal treatment for acne and can. 
also reduce cellulite), Wattles Body Wrap 
(light green masque, sandalwood, eucalyptus 
and rosehip oil), Thai Fruit Body Masque (a 
blend of papaya, pineapple and a splash of 
honey). I promised to try them all 

That afternoon, I stepped out of the spa re- 
mewed and invigorated. The treatment was 
Prozac for the senses. Those were two hours 
of sheer bliss. 1 had been pampered and 
spoiled and now I'm ready to face the world 
again. 


Pinaccle Healthpointeis at the 2/1 ofthe One 
Luna Lifestyle Center, Felina Parkplace East- 
wood City, Libis, QC. Call 4381880, 6333472 
and 4385321 or visit www.pinnaclehealth- 
pointe.com. 


Email the author at ppastor@inquir- 
ercom.ph. 


ROYAL TREATMENT. These petals lead to 
paradise, 


We want to 
pamper you 


DO you want to be pampered and 
spoiled by Pinnacle Healthpointe's able 
spa attendants? Do you want to be mas- 
saged with chocolate before enjoying a 
dip in a Jacuzzi sprinkled with rose 
petals? 2bU! and Pinnacle Healthpointe 
are giving three lucky readers the chance 
to feel like a queen for a day with this 
special two-hour treatment, Just tell us 
why you think you deserve this treat. 
Send us photos, get creative, E-mail us at 
contest2bu@inquirercom.ph. Dont for- 
get to add your name, age, address, 
school/office and contact numbers. 


